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MO PAU

1. Li do chon d@ tai

Isaac Bashevis Singer (1904 —1991) la nha vin sang tac bang tiéng Yiddish
dau tién trén thé giéi vinh du nhan giai thudng Nobel Van hoc nam 1978. Chi
tinh t6i nam 1968, “tic pham cua 6ng di dugc dich sang 58 thir tiéng trén thé
gi¢i” [59,38]. I.B. Singer thanh cong & nhiéu thé loai khac nhau nhu tiéu thuyét,
truyén ngan, hdi ki, phé binh. Trong do, tai nang ctia 6ng thuc Su toa sang va dat
t6i dinh cao hon ca 1a & dia hat truyén ngan. Mét trong nhitng diéu 1am nén strc
hap dan trong truyén ngin I.B. Singer chinh boi nghé thuat ké chuyén, 6ng “da
cdng hién phan tinh té nhat cia minh trong vai trd ngudi ké chuyén kiét xuat”
[135] va tro thanh “mat tai nang xudt chung”, “maot trong nhitng tac gia Xuat sac
nhét cta vian xudi hu cau Mi duong thoi” [106,1]. Vi nhitng dong gop & thé loai
truyén ngan, 1.B. Singer dugc vinh danh “tai ning van chuong” [109,bia 4],
“phap su truyén ké”, “ngudi ké chuyén tai hoa” [106,312], “ngudi ké chuyén ¢
mot khong hai” [135]. Nghién ctru truyén ngan 1.B. Singer gop phan 1am sang to
hon nhitg déng gop ciia dng d6i Vai truyén ngan Mi noi riéng va thé loai truyén
ngan noéi chung.

I.B. Singer “dtng bén cay doi va ké”, do @6, truyén ngan cta ong dugc cam
ré bén chit vao kho tang vian hoa dan gian Do Thai va nam trong ving toa bong
ctia vo thuc tap thé. DAu viét vé nhitng con nguoi cua cudc song hién tai, nhung
bang cach nay hay cach khac, tic pham cua ong ludn hoai nhd vé nhiing trai
nghiém cua dan toc minh. Noi cach khac, 1.B. Singer thang hoa sang tao trong su
két ndi v6i mach nguon Do Thai thong qua hé théng ¢6 mau duoc luu giit trong
v6 thuc tap thé (collective unconscious). Vi vay, nghién cau truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer tir goc nhin 1i thuyét c6 mau gdp phan chi ra mau sé chung cua ¢6 mau
trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer va cac co6 mau nguyén thay, dong thoi 1am noi bat
nhitng cé6 mau phdai sinh trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer dé thay duoc tai nang tai
tao/ phuc sinh va “thoi s hoa” [15,192] nhitng co6 mau nguyén thay.

Chung t6i dd c6 nhiing trai nghiém ban dau véi thé gidi truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer qua luan vin thac si C6 mdu trong “Tuyén tdp truyén ngan Isaac
Bashevis Singer ” tai truong Pai hoc Su pham Ha Noi, naim 2014. C6 thé néi,

thyc hién nghién ctru ¢6 mau trong truyén ngin 1.B. Singer & luan vin thac si



2

nhu qua trinh tim dudng véi nhitng budc do dam khong chi giup chiing tdi co
kinh nghiém va phuong phap nghién ciru ¢6 mau, ma con giup ching toi vimng
tin va say mé hon dé tiép tuc dan than vao hanh trinh dy hira hen lam phat 19
kho c¢6 mAu trong truyén ngan cta ong v4i mot trir luong vo cling 10n.

Nghién ctru ¢6 miu ¢ LB. Singer con gbp phan tao 1ap hudng nghién ctu
hitu ich d6i véi thé loai truyén ngan. Dong thoi luan an ciing dé xuat mot mang
tu liéu can thiét cho giang day van hoc Mi, dac biét 1a I.B. Singer, trong trudong
Dai hoc Viét Nam.

Tat ca li do trén 14 cin cir khoa hoc cho phép chung t6i thuc hién dé tai: Cé
mdéu trong truyén ngin Isaac Bashevis Singer.

2. Muc dich va nhiém vu nghién ctru

2.1. Muc dich nghién cuu

Lua chon dé tai nay, luan an dit ra nhitng muc dich sau:

Xac dinh nhiing luan diém co ban ctia khai niém cd mau va dic diém cua c6 mau
trong van hoc. Tur li thuyét c6 mau, chang t6i tiép can, nhan dién va kién giai hé théng
c6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Vi két qua nghién ctu cia luan an, ching t6i hi
vong cung cap cai nhin khai quét vé Ii thuyét ¢ mau va phé binh c6 mau.

Phén tich ¥ nghia, gid tri ciia cac c6 mau trong viéc thé hién tu tuong chu
dé, ciing nhu quan niém nghé thuat vé thé gidi va con nguoi caa 1.B. Singer, vi
suy cho cung moi sang tao vé nghé thuat déu thé hién mét chiéu sau tu tudng vé
cudc doi.

Giai ma c¢6 mau trong truyén ngan cua 1.B. Singer, luan an kham pha va xéc
dinh nhiing nét dac sac trong nghé thuat truyén ngan 1.B. Singer, khang dinh vi
tri va dong gop ddi véi nén vian hoc Mi, van hoc Do Thai va vin hoc thé gidi.

Xuét phét tir nhitng nghién ciu vé 1.B. Singer trén thé giéi va trong nudc, luan
an s& cap nhat nhiing két qua mai nhat vé 6ng. Qua do, két qua nghién cau cia luan
an s 1a tai liéu tham khao bo ich cho viéc nghién ctiu truyén ngan & Viét Nam.

2.2. Nhiém vu nghién ciru

Pé dat duoc nhitng muc dich trén, luan an xac dinh nhiing nhiém vu nghién
Clru sau:

Xac dinh ndi ham khai niém cd mau trong nghién ctru phé binh cd mau, Xac

dinh nhitng dic diém co ban caa co6 mau van hoc.
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Khao sat, nhan dién, phan tich va li giai nhimg nét dic thu trong hé thong cd
mau cua |.B. Singer. Luan an tap trung vao 3 kiéu c6 mau tiéu biéu: c6 mau Me, cé
Mdau Hanh trinh, ¢6 Mdu Luu day.

3. Péi twong, pham vi nghién ciru

3.1. Péi twong nghién ciru

Luan 4n giéi han & viéc tim hiéu ¢6 mau trong truyén ngan Isaac Bashevis
Singer. Tén dé tai cua luan an Cé mdu trong truyén ngdan lIsaac Bashevis Singer co
thé duoc dich ra tiéng Anh 13: Archetypes in Isaac Bashevis Singer’s Short Stories.

3.2. Pham vi nghién ciru

3.2.1. Pham vi khdo sat

Pham vi khao sat cia luan 4n 13 11 tap truyén ngan bang tiéng Anh cua 1.B.
Singer duoc chinh nha vin cung mot s6 dich gia uy tin chuyén ngit tir tiéng
Yiddish:

- Singer 1.B. (1964), Short Friday, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1968), The Séance, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1970), A Friend of Kafka and Other Stories, Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1975), Passions, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1979), Old Love, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1980), Gimpel the Fool, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1984), A Crown of Feathers, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1984), The Spinoza of Market Street, Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1985), The Image and Other Stories, Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1988), The Death of Methuselah and Other Stories, Farrar,
Straus and Giroux, New York.

- Singer 1.B. (1996), Isaac Bashevis Singer Collected Stories, Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, New York.



3.2.2. Pham vi Ii thuyét

3.2.2.1. Khéi niém C6 mau

Cé mau (archetype) con duogc dich thanh nhitng tén goi khac nhu: siéu mau,
mau gdc, nguyén so tuong, mau cd, nguyén mau, nguyén tugng... Xét vé mat tir
nguyén, archetype c6 ngudn goc tir tiéng Hi Lap: arche — khoi dau va typos —
dau vét/ vét in/ vét han [91,30].

Thuat ngir 6 mau lién quan tryuc tiép t6i li thuyét vo thuc tap thé cua nha
Tam phan hoc ngudi Thuy Si Carl Gustav Jung. Jung coi ¢6 mau nhu nhiing don
vi van hanh tao nén vo thirc tap thé, 1a “nhitng céu trac tinh than dong nhat ma
tat ca déu co” [DT 27,80-81]. C6 thé néi, nhitng phat hién vo thic tap thé va co
méu di khang dinh nhimg budc tién vuot bac C.G. Jung so véi ngudi thay cua
minh — Sigmund Freud. Song ciing can thdy, huéng di cia Jung khong hé méu
thuin hay pha nhan v thirc ca nhén trong 1i thuyét phan tdm hoc ¢6 dién cua
Freud, ma 12 ké thira va phat trién.

Thir nhat, c6 mau 1a nhimg “trung tdm than kinh — tdm than bam sinh, so
hitu kha nang khoi xuéng, Kiém soat va l1am trung gian cho nhitng dic diém
hanh vi, nhitng kinh nghiém dién hinh cua toan bd loai nguoi”. Vo thuc
(unconscious) truéc hét duoc gidi han trong ¥ nghia chi trang thai cta nhiing
noi dung bi quén lang hay bi tran ap, kim nén va kiém duyét, 1a “toan thé
nhitng hién tuong tim than ma ¥ thirc khong dat dén mot cach tam thoi hay
vinh vién” [29,35]. C4 Jung va Freud déu thira nhan vai tro cta v thirc trong
hé tam thac cua con ngudi. Freud méi chi kham phé va thtra nhan sy ton tai
ciia vo thirc c4 nhan nhu nhitng xung ning libido bi don nén, libido theo cach
hiéu cia 6ng don thuan chi 1a ban nang tinh duc (Eros instinct), thi Jung da
thiy xung ning & con nguoi con bao gdm cac dang ban ning khac nhu ban
nang hily hoai/ ban nang chét (death instinct)... Nhung néu Freud coi v thirc
ca nhdn 1a yéu to chi phoi moi hanh vi ciia con nguoi, thi Jung nhan thay vé
thizc tdp thé moi 1a nhan té trung tdm “chiu trach nhiém hop nhat toan bo
nhan cach vao mot thé théng nhat” [27,81].



Toi
Y thirc Y thue
Vo thuc Vo thire ca
nhin

Vo thirc tip thé

Vo thirc tip thé khong
bao gio y thire dwoc

Hinh 1: So d6 Cdu triic tam thirc ngueoi

Jung thé hién hé tdm thtc con ngudi bao gébm hai bo phan 1a Y thac
(Conscious) va Vo thirc (Unconscious) duoc Cau tric theo hinh tam gidc cang
luc nd rong day.

Trong cong trinh Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious (Cé mau va
Vvé thirc tap thé), Jung viét: “Khong it thi nhiéu, tang mat caa vo thic dut khoat
thudc vé ca nhan. Tdi goi né 1a vo thirc ca nhan (personal unconscious). Nhung
v6 thirc c4 nhan nay dwa vao mot tang sdu hon, tang nay khong bat nguon tir
kinh nghiém c4 nhan va khong phai 1a cai dat dugc thudc ca nhan ma 1a bam
sinh. Tang sau hon nay, toi goi 1a v6 thirc tap thé (collective unconscious). Toi
chon thuat ngitr “tap thé” (collective) boi phan vo thic nay khéng mang tinh ca
biét ma co tinh phd quat” [78,3]. Va “Sy hién dién tam thirc c6 thé dugc nhan ra
chi bang sy hién dién cua cac ndi dung ma nhitng ndi dung nay c6 kha ning y
thire dugc (capable of conscious). Bai vay, ching ta c¢6 thé noi vé vo thire ca
nhan chi trong pham vi ta c6 thé kién giai duoc nhiing noi dung cua né. Nhiing
noi dung cua vo thirc ¢4 nhan chu yéu 1a cam xtc — phitc cam bién héa da dang
(the feeling — toned complexes), nhu chung dwoc goi; chiing tao nén doi song
tam 1i riéng tu va ca nhan. Nhirng noi dung cua vo thirc tap thé, mat khac, duoc
biét dén nhu 14 nhitng 6 mau” [78,4].

M3ic cam ca nhan va mic cam tap thé déu c6 “qua kha” tuy nhién diém
khac biét gitra chiing chi & mac d6 anh huong. Trong Tham do tiém thirc, Jung

viét: “Ciing nhu mic cam ca nhan, mac cam tap thé thudc vé siéu tuong ciing co
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mot qua khtr. Nhung mdc cam cé nhéan chi gy nhiing ngang trai cho ca nhan,
con siéu tuong tao ra nhirng huyén tuong, nhimg tén gido, nhirng triét li c6 anh
huong dén mot dan toc, dén thoi dai va lam cho ching hién ra dudi mot sic thai
riéng” [16,110]. Nhu vay, Jung khong nhiing khong phu nhéan vai tro cua trai
nghiém c4 nhan d6i véi cdu trac nhan cach con ngudi ma con khang dinh vai tro
Clia nd trong qué trinh “kich hoat tiém niang c6 mau” san co trong Ngi. Ong cho
rang, tim than con ngudi khong don thuan chi 1 san pham cua trai nghiém (ca
nhan), ma nd duoc ngap chim trong dai duong vo thic tap thé caa nhan loai, ké

ca nhitng gi nam ngoai sy trai nghiém cua c4 nhan.

Hinh 2: M6 hinh tdm than cia Jung dwdéi dang so do [27,83]

So do cua Jung biéu hién mo hinh tAm than 1 mot hinh tron gdm ba 16p: vo
thirc tap thé, vo thirc c4 nhan, ¥ thirc. Nga (self) 1 nhéan t6 trung tAm xuyén thau
toan b hé théng bang sy anh huong caa nd. Tiép dén 13 vong tron vo thic tap
thé (collective unconscious) duoc tao thanh tir cac ¢6 mau. Vong th hai 1a vo
thitc ca nhan (personal unconscious), dugc tao thanh boi cac phac hop
(complex). Mdi phirc hop déu dugce lién két voi cac ¢d mau, nd 1a sy nhan cach
héa c6 mau va dong vai tro nhu phuong tién dé ¢ mau biéu hién trong tim than
ca nhan. Vong ngoai cung la y thirc (conscious).

Thuat ngir “cé mau” lic méi xuat hién co lién quan téi “Linh tugng”
(Imago Dei/ God-image) trong con ngudi. Dau vét caa nhimg linh tuong do
duoc Jung chi ra thong qua trich dan: “Pang Sang thé khong tao ra thé gigi tur



7

chinh Ngudi ma phong theo nhitng ¢6 mau (hinh mau sén c6) bén ngoai Ngudi”
(The creator of the world did not fashion these things directly from himself but
copied them from archetypes outside himself). Trong Corpus Hermeticum, Thién
Chuta di duoc goi 1a anh sang c6 mau (archetypal light), c6 mau phi vat chat
(immaterial archetypes), da c6 mau (archetypal stone) [78,4]. Nhu vay, trong
mot ching muc nao do, ¢6 mau cua Jung gidng véi Tw twong (ideas) cua
Plato. V& thuc chat, thuat ngit cua Plato chi la Tu twéng ¢6 mau (archetypal
ideas), 1a nhirng dang tinh than thuan tay ton tai trong tAm thac cua than linh
trude khi co cudc séng cua con nguoi, mang tinh chit siéu nhién boi ching
nam ngoai thé gidi hién twong thong thudng va biéu hién & mdi ngudi khac
nhau, mang dac thu cé nhan.

Thir hai, c6 miu co tinh chét tu than, “1a mot dang lién ki hiéu bam sinh”
[5]. C6 mau di ra tir vo thirc tap thé thong qua nhirng trai nghiém cua ca tap thé,
cong dong, dan tdc dugce luu giit trong kho vo thuc. N6 duoc luu truyén bén
vitng thong qua con dudng gin két véi huyén thoai, van hoéa, lich st... Nén khi
mot ¢6 mau chua dugce kich hoat bai trai nghiém ca nhan, chua dugc “doc 18n”,
“goi day” thi ban than c6 mau da “ldm” bao 16p tram tich vin héa thong qua qua
trinh “tim goi” ¢ dai duong vo thuc tap thé. Pay chinh 13 dau hiéu 1am nén su
khac biét cua c6 mau so véi ki hiéu va biéu tuong.

Thi ba, c6 mau khong phai 1a “mdt tu tudng duogc ké thira” ma 13 mot
“phuong thtc van hanh duoc ké thira”. O luan diém nay, hoc thuyét phan tim hoc
truong phai Jung rat gan véi tu twong khoa hoc cua bo mon Tap tinh hoc
(ethology) — mot nhanh cda sinh hoc hanh vi, nghién ctru dong vat trong moi
truong séng tu nhién cua ching. Mbi loai, trong qua trinh tién hoa ctia minh, déu
so hitu mot danh muc hanh vi duoc luu gitr & hé than kinh trung wong cta loai goi
1a nhitng co' ché phong thich bam sinh — IRM. D6 14 nhiing hanh vi mang tinh ban
nang bam sinh, nhu: con ga chui ra khoi qua trimg, ong xy to, kién tha méi, tim
ban tinh va x4y dung gia dinh... — nhitng kiéu thirc tng xir mang tinh sinh hoc.

Khac véi1 tu tuong cua cac nha khoa hoc duong thoi coi ¢4 nhan nhu mat
tam bang trang (tabula rasa), tin rang su phat trién ciia ca nhan phuy thudc va chiu
su quyét dinh boi moi truong sdng ma khong thdy nhitng tic dong cua nhén t6
bam sinh, Jung nhan thay, ngay tir luc lot 1ong, dira tré dang mang trong né “mot
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ké hoach song chi tiét va nguyén ven” cua to tién duoc thira hudng qua qua trinh
di truyén. Vi du nhu ndi sg béng t6i & con nguoi chinh 13 ndi so ban ning dugc
di truyén tir to tién. Cac nha khoa hoc da chi ra dau vét ban c6 cua ndi so nay cé
ngudn géc tir thoi nguyén thuy, khi té tién loai nguoi sdng gan cac loai da tha an
thit. Ho phai canh giac, trong chung, can trong dé tranh sy tn cong cua cac loai
tha hung dir. Bac biét, khi dém xudng, tam nhin con ngudi bi han ché thi méi
nguy hiém bi tha dir tin cong d& xay ra. Ni so nay tré thanh ban ning va di
truyén qua qua trinh tién héa, ndi sg bong tdi ciia con nguoi hién nay chinh 1a sy
thira huong ndi so mang tinh ban ning tir to tién.

Jacques Monod, nha sinh hoc phan tir dat giai Nobel, cling co két luan
tuong tu: “Moi th dén tir trai nghiém, nhung khong phai tir trai nghiém thuc té
duoc 13p lai boi timg ca nhan c6 trong mdi thé hé, ma 1a tir trai nghiém dugc tich
tu bai toan bo t6 tién cua loai ngudi trong qud trinh tién hoa” [27,92].

N. Frye, nha phé binh ngudi Canada, khong chi ké thira tw twéng co
maiu cia C.G. Jung ma con gop phin mé rong ndi ham cha thuat ngir
“archetype” voi cong trinh Anatomy of Criticism (Gidi phdu phé binh) in nim
1957. Ong cho rang, c6 mau 1a “mét biéu twgng, thudng 1a mét hinh tuong tré di
trg lai thudng xuyén trong van hoc dé duoc nhan biét nhu mot thanh t6 cua mot
trai nghiém vin hoc nhu mét tong thé” [101,365]. Néu v thic tap thé 1a co so
nén tang dé C.G. Jung hiéu vé& ¢6 mau, thi N. Frye lai coi diéu d6 1a “mot gia
thiét thira”, va tir d6 da dé xuat cach hiéu: “toan bo tac pham vin hoc cdu thanh
“thé giGi van hoc ty than” (self-contained) duoc tao nén qua cac thoi dai bang tri
tudng tuong cua nhan loai dé két hop cai khac biét voi thé gigi tu nhién khac
trong cac dang thiac c6 miu dap ung khao khat va nhu cau caa con ngudi”
[33,14]. N. Frye xac 1ap bon c¢6 mau cbt 15i dua trén bdn loai huyén thoai co ban
tuong ung voi bon mua trong nam: “hai kich 1a huyén thoai vé mua xuan, ticu
thuyét hiép khach 1a huyén thoai vé mua ha, bi kich 14 huyén thoai vé mua thu,
con van trao phung 1a huyén thoai vé mua dong” [20,137], va cic sang tac van
hoc 13 nhitng bién héa trén co s& c6 mau huyén thoai caa mdi thé loai.

Tuy nhién, theo N. Frye, co mau khong han dinh va bat dong, ma no co6 tinh
“lai gidng”. Noi cach khac, sang tac vin hoc cua mot nha vin ciing ¢ thé tro

thanh c6 mau & cac sang tac van hoc giai doan sau: “C6 mau bao ham ca cach
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dung ctia mot ca nhan nhu mot truong hop tiéu biéu (nhu trong truyén ngu
ngodn), hay sy phu thugc cia truong hop ca biét dbi véi mot dang thic phd bién
hon (nhu trong triét hoc), hon 1a sy ddng nhat h6a mang tinh an dy cta c4 nhan
va mau (type). Mdi vai dugc dit vao thir thach tro thanh dién hinh, mé mang cai
nhin ctia chung ta vé ¢6 mau bang hién than cua né duoc lai gibng” [87,24-25].

Két hop ca cach hiéu c6 miu caa C.G. Jung va cach hiéu caa N. Frye,
ching t6i quan niém:

Cb mau, trudc hét, 1a mdu cia nhieng biéu twong cé méi lién hé chdt ché
Vi vé thirc td@p thé, 1a noi luu gitr ki e, kinh nghiém tap thé caa dan toc va nhan
loai. C6 mau 13 khuén méu nguyén thuy dé tir d6 c¢6 nhiém vu phuc vu cho mét
md hinh cu thé. Vi dy, si sinh né than ki 1a khuén mau cia cdc mo hinh: wém
ther vét chan, udng nuéc tir So dira, nAm mong... Hiéu nhu vay, c6 mau tuong
duong véi cac khai niém mé hinh, mdu goc, dién mau. Thuat ngit c6 mau co thé
duoc ap dung ddi véi mét hinh twong, mét dé tai, mt biéu nwong, mét tw tuong,
mét Kiéu nhdn vat, mét mé hinh cét truyén... Mudn tim, xac dinh va 1i giai c6
mau, ta c¢6 thé cin cir & mot s nguodn nhu: than thoai, gide mo, véin hoc, tén gido,
nhitng chuyén ki do, vin hoc dén gian. Nghién ctiu ¢6 mau sé thay duoc doi séng
nhan loai qua nhitng khong — thoi gian van héa khac nhau, thdy duoc toan bo su
phat trién doi sbng mudén mau hién nay va nhimg cach thirc biéu dat van chuong
déu dugc thoat thai tir nhitng ¢6 mau, c6 thé 13 ¢6 mdu nguyén thiy, hay ¢é mau
phdi sinh, tham chi 13 ¢6 mdu phdn dé.

3.2.2.2. Dic diém Cé mdu

Tinh phé quat nhan loai: C6 miu ton tai & dang thé nang s& duoc kich
hoat, “thuc tai hoa” thong qua nhitng trai nghiém ca nhan. DAu it nhiéu c6 mau
sic riéng & mdi ngudi boi sy tic dong cua vo thire ca nhan song chiém dia vi
quan trong van 1a y nghia chung boi sy két ndi ciia nd voi vo thire tap thé. Y nghia
clia cac 6 Mau co thé c6 dugc khong can thong qua nhiing trai nghiém ca nhan
ma c6 sin tir nhitng trai nghiém cong dong, tap thé, dan toc, gidng noi duoc luu
giir trong vo thic tap thé. No6i cach khac, co mau c6 tinh pho quat, bai chung dién
ta nhiing trai nghiém ma moi ngudi ¢ thé gap, c6 y nghia chung & tat ca moi
ngudi, moi thoi dai va cac pham vi khong gian khac nhau. “Moi thai d6 ddi véi

siéU mau, du da trai nghiém hay chi 13 nhac dén tén, déu “dong” dén chiing ta: nd
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tac dong boi vi nd khoi day trong ta mot giong noi to hon giong ndi cua chinh
chung ta. Nguoi ndi bang nguyén so tugng duong nhu ndi bang nghin giong, nd
mé dam va khuét phuc, n6é nang cai minh mo ta tir chd ngan ngai mot lan va tam
thoi 1én chd ton tai mudn doi, nho 6 giai phong trong ta tat ca nhirng sic manh
ctru vé6t von tir xua da giup cho loai nguoi tranh dugc moi tai hoa va tham chi nén
chiu dugc qua cai dém dai nhat” [11,72].

C6 mau me, dat, nuéc, lra... co thé duge xem 1a nhitng 6 mau phd quat
nhit, no Xxuyén sudt moi thoi dai, moi dan toc, quc gia. C6 mau me mang y
nghia chung biéu hién tinh chat hai mat, mét mit mang tinh chét tich cuc thong
qua co mau me hién véi nghia y chi sy sinh soi phat trién, sy yéu thuong va che
chd, ngudn séng, noi binh yén dé tro vé, mat khac mang ¥ nghia tiéu cuc thong
qua c6 mau me khung khiép véi y nghia chi su chét choc, hay diét, nguy hiém,
long thu han, ddm dang...

Diéu thu vi 1a giita cac dan toc, qubc gia trén thé gidi co khoang cach rat xa
vé khong gian dia li khong c6 bat ki mot sy tiép xtic, giao luu van hoa lai co
nhitng mau s chung & cac cd6 mau. C6 mau ton tai khong doi cho du tir lang qué
héo lanh téi nhitng thanh phd hién dai, khoa hoc cong nghé phat trién. Nhu cb
mau di ghé — con chéng tir than thoai Hi Lap qua mdi quan hé giita Hera va
Heraclex dén Rama va Kaikeyi trong st thi Ramayana cua ngudi An Po; tir
truyén co tich cta cac dan toc trén thé gioi Tam Cdam, Nang Bach Tuyét va bay
chii Iin, Lo Lem, Su tich ho thién nga d&én cac truyén ngan va tiéu thuyét thoi
hién dai c6 mau di ghé ludn 1a biéu twong cho su doc 4c, cay nghiét. Ngwoi dep
ngi (The sleeping beauty) khong chi 1a ¢6 mau trong nhiéu truyén c6 cua céc
nuéc trén thé gioi, nd co suc séng manh liét qua thoi gian va dugce “tai xuat
hién” trong van chuong hién dai nhu Nguwoi dep say ngu ctia nha van Nhat Ban
Yasunari Kawabata, Hoi ¢ vé nhitng c6 gdi diém buon cia t6i ciia nha van Mi —
La tinh Gabirel Garcia Marquez.

Tinh biéu twong huyén thoai: Theo Frazer, “Tac pham vin chuong dau
tién cta nhan loai cO Mau nga bong vao chinh 1a huyén thoai, hay néi khéac di,
khi dén véi khu rimg hao phéng ram rit huyén thoai, nguoi doc c6 nhiéu hi vong
tim thay nhiing cai can tim da duoc bao chimg” [22,170]. Tiéu biéu cho khuynh
huéng nghién ctru huyén thoai chiu anh huéng hoc thuyét Jung 14 cac cong trinh
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nhan hoc van héa cua J.G. Frazer, H. Simmer, M. Eliade, J. Campbell va phé
binh huyén thoai nghi I& cua N. Frye, E.M. Meletinsky. Jung cho rang, bén canh
chtc ning suy nguyén 1a giai thich thé gisi, huyén thoai con 1a su phong chiéu
va 13 noi luu giir nhitng tAm thic tap thé nhan loai & thoi ki tho du. V6 thirce tap
thé khong chi dugc két ndi vai cau trac tim than mang tinh bam sinh ma con
duoc hinh thanh tir cac ngudn huyén thoai, lich st, ton gido. C6 mau hién dién
trong cac huyén thoai cua moi nén vin hoa, két ndi véi huyén thoai cua moi
nén vian hoa. N6 noi vé cudc Kiém tim y nghia cta ca nhan va nhan loai. Huyén
thoai Prometheus ké vé cudc xung dot gitra nguoi anh hung Prometheus voi
thuong than Zeus. Zeus tra thu Prometheus khong don gian vi hanh dong lay
cip lra dem xudng tran cho con ngudi ma siu xa trong d6 1a mac cam Oedipe.
Huyén thoai nay da sinh ra ¢c6 mau anh hung, c6 mau ciAm ki, c6 mau cai chét,
c6 mau phuc sinh. Huyén thoai thanh Troy di co6 biét bao c6 mau nga bong vao
d6: hanh trinh ciia ngwoi anh hing, cudp nguoi dep, chién binh, nuét nguoi
vdo bung dé bao vé, ...

Trong Ban riéng vé cdc nguyén mau trong maéi lién hé Vvéi quan niém
anima, Jung viét: “Cac nguyén mau trong trang thai bat dong, khong duoc quy
chiéu ciia minh khong c¢6 hinh thirc ¢6 dinh chinh x4c, nhung ban than chung lai
1a cAu triic khong xac dinh va chi c6 kha ning tiép nhan mét hinh thic nao do
thong qua sy quy chiéu” [20,72]. C6 miu 1a miu cia cac biéu tuong, mibu ta
nhiing trai nghiém co ban ciia con ngudi dudi dang cac biéu tuong vo thic tap thé,
6 Cdau triic khéng xdc dinh va y nghia cta né chi duoc xac dinh trong su quy
chiéu voi cai bén ngoai. Biéu tugng vira 1a né vira biéu thi nhiing cai khac no.
“Cai khac no” thé hién ¥ nghia ning dong sang tao trong qua trinh tim nghia ¢
mdi ngudi doc ¢6 mau, trong nhitng hoan canh khac nhau, cho phép mdi ngudi
tham gia tao nghia tir nhiing trai nghiém ca nhan bang cach thira nhan y nghia cua
cac bicu tuong véi ca nhan chung ta.

Qua trinh cit nghia va 1i giai c6 mau thuc chat 1a qua trinh chuyén dich
sang “mot ngdn ngit hinh tugng khac”. Quan niém vé biéu tuong cia Jung da tao
nén su bat déng trong quan diém vai hoc thuyét cua Freud. Freud quan niém
biéu twong mang tinh chat phung du nhu mét ki hiéu (sign), dién dat mot tu
tuong, Mot udc mudn vo thire, nhu: cdy bat 1a biéu twong cua duong vat, trang
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gidy 1a biéu twong ctia 4m ho va hanh déng viét 1 biéu tugng cua viéc giao hop.
Su quy chiéu cai biéu thi va cai duoc biéu thi trong cach hiéu vé biéu tugng cua
Freud mang tinh 6n dinh duoc gan véi nhitng diéu da biét, dién dat ¥ nghia da
dugc ¢ dinh. Véi Jung, biéu tuong khong bat dong trong viéc thé hién y nghia
nhu cach hiéu cia Freud ma né 1a nhitng thuc thé Séng, tim cach dién ta mot
diéu trudc d6 ta khong biét. Ong cho rang, biéu tuong nhé 1én nhu mot 161 thach
thirc, “co y nghia nhiéu hon nhing gi chung noéi”, mai méi 1a mot thach thire ddi
Véi suy nghi va cam nhan caa chung ta” (Toan tap, XV) [DT 27,178].

Tinh phai sinh: Vo6 thuc tap thé 13 toan bo nhiing trai nghiém cua nhan loai
duogc luu truyén mot cach vo thic tir xua ti nay. Do d6, ¢ mau thé hién ¥ nghia
vé moi thtr gidng nhau ciing nhu v& moi ngudi trén trai dat. C6 miu khong thé
duoc 1i giai boi bat cir diéu gi tir trai nghiém ca nhan cua bat cir ngudi nao, va
dén tir nhitng trai nghiém cia nhdn loai chir khéng dén tir nhiing trai nghiém
mang tinh cd nhdn. Noi cach khac, tham chi ta khong bao gio c6 su trai nghiém
ctia ban than minh thi ta van tim thdy méi lién hé véi cac c6 mau. Pic diém nay
c6 thé 1i giai cho nhimg truong hop cac nha vin sang tac vé nhiig diéu anh ta
chua ting trai qua trong doi song ca nhan cia minh nhung lai trg thanh dé tai am
anh trong tam thic cua anh ta. Ban than 1.B. Singer khong trai qua nan diét
chung Holocaust — trai nghiém ca nhan — nhung nhiing trang van cua 6ng luén
am anh vé nhimg diéu dan toc 6ng ném nhan. I.B. Singer mang trong minh tim
thire dan toc, vo thuc tap thé caa mot dan toc da trai qua bao cudc diét chung tir
2500 tro vé trudc, ké tir khi roi vao tay ngudi Babylon, Ba Tu, Ai Cap. Va nhu
vay, nhitng nha vian Do Thai du séng & Ba Lan, Nga, Mi,... nhiing khong gian
dia li khac nhau va & mdi thoi dai khac nhau thi ho van ludn cung nhau hit thd va
duoc nuoi dudng boi ngudn vé thuc tap thé cua dan toc dugc Chia chon lua.

C6 mau c6 tinh vo han, khong bi 18 thudc hay bi tréi bude vao mot thoi dai
ca biét, ma ton tai phu hop véi moi thoi sudt tién trinh lich sir. Tir mot ¢6 mau
ban dau s& hinh thanh cac c6 mau phai sinh dé tao nén cac hé c6 mau. Cong vigc
sang tac ctia nguoi nghé si 1a viét dya trén cai sin c6 dé tao nén cai moi (mang
mau sic ca nhan), va cai méi ndy dén luot né sé cii di va tré thanh c6 mau. Su
tiép thu c6 mau co thé dién ra theo hai xu huéng: mot 1a sir dung lai va phat

trién, 1am moi, mot huéng khéc 1a tao ra cai hoan toan méi nhu phan dé cua co
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mau. Co mau mang trong nd tinh “mau” c6 kha ning san sinh cac co6 mau “con”/
cd mau phai sinh dé tao thanh hé ¢6 mau. Nudc 1a ¢6 mau “gdc”, qua qua trinh
ké tuc va phat trién d3 tao nén cac ¢6 mau “con” nhu: bién, séng, sudi, ao, ho,
mua, 1d, tuyét, swong, mau... Nii thiy tinh, Thanh phé nha the, Cuéc song thi
thanh cua Donald Barthelme 13 mét chudi nhitng phan dé c6 mau, nhitng c6 mau
duoc goi ra khéng ¢ dang nguyén khéi, thuan nhat ma 1a sy hoai nghi c6 mau vé
kha nang ciing nhu tinh chan thyc ciia n6, diéu nay tao nén dic trung giai huyén
thoai trong truyén ngan cua Barthelme noi riéng cling nhu van hoc hau hién dai
n6i chung. Trong tdm thé ddi thoai va hoai nghi véi cau chuyén giai ctru cong
chua, nhan phan thuong cho chién cong trong cac truyén cd, nhan vat trong Niii
thuy tinh da thuc hién tréo 1én dinh nui thay tinh véi muc dich 1a “giai thiéng
mot biéu twong”. Nhu mét 161 tuyén an cho nhitng mé ngd ciia con nguoi bay lau
chim dim trong vo van bip bom, anh ta di tim chan nang cong chia va ném
xudng chan ngon nui. Vi tinh chat phan dé huyén thoai, truyén khong cho thay
niém tin cua con ngudi vao phan thuong cho hanh trinh day gian lao, niém tin
vao mot két cuc tét dep duoc bao luu ¥ nghia trong tim thirc nhan loai ma thé
hién tam thirc thoi dai dwong thoi véi tinh chat hu vo cuc diém. Cau noi cia cac
nhan vat trong Cugc song thi thanh khong thé khong kich hoat ¢6 mau trong cdi
v6 thuc cua ngudi doc vé su ra doi caa dng Kitd va su sinh nd than ki caa Bac
me dong trinh: “Pay chi 13 mot ca trinh nit sinh binh thudng”.

J. Campell x4c dinh tac pham vin hoc nhu mot kiém tim “sy twong ddng cac
dé tai trong than thoai thé gidi, chi ra nhu cau khong ngimg trong tim li nhéan loai
tim kiém mat trung tAm & cac thuat ngir cia nhitng nguyén li sau tham” [69,xvi].
C.G. Jung dua ra khai niém c6 mau nhu mét cong thirc, két qua cia “nhitng trai
nghiém bét tan cua to tién chung ta. P 1a phan tim li con lai cia nhitng trai nghiém
bat tan cua cac kiéu twong ty” [123,28]. Con ngudi cam thay kinh nghiém cua doi
sdng nhan loai c6 thé dugc nghién ciu tap thé qua thoi gian, khong gian va vin hoa.
Sy tuong ddng ciia ching ta c6 thé duoc chi ra theo hau hét ngudn gdc nguyén thiy
ctia ¥ thirc nhan loai, noi ma cac dé tai co mau hinh thanh & con nguoi hién dai.

4. Phuwong phap nghién ciru

Trén co s& phuong phap luan nghién cttu khoa hoc xa hdi va nhan van, luan
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an str dung tong hop cac phuong phap, trong d6 chi trong nhitng phwong phap sau:

- Phuong phap phé binh c6 mau: Phuong phap nay duoc tién hanh trudc
hét dyua trén su khao sat van ban trén dién rong lam co so dé chon loc, sap xép
va hé thdng cac motif, biéu twong 16n. Xac dinh ¢6 miu va tim hiéu y nghia
clia n6 trong tAm thirc nhan loai néi chung va minh dinh y nghia cua nhitng ¢
mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Chung toi st dung hai hudng tiép can
thudc phuong phap phé binh ¢6 mau 1a phdn tdm hoc ¢é6 mau va huyén thogi
hoc ¢é mau.

Luan 4an van dung hudng tiép can phan tdm hoc co6 mau (psychology
archetype) cua C.G. Jung trong qua trinh phan tich, giai ma c6 mau trong truyén
ngdn L.B. Singer dit trong mdi quan hé véi vo thirc tap thé.

Hudéng tiép can huyén thoai hoc ¢6 mau (mythology archetype) cua N. Frye
s& duoc luan an van dung dé “doc” ¢6 miu nhu mot ma vin hoa duoc 1.B. Singer
tai tao tir cac mo hinh gdc nhu Kinh Thanh, Cabala, Talmud.

- Phuong phap thi phdp hoc lich siz: Cac ¢ mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
khong chi 14 su ké thira y nguyén cac c¢6 mau nhan vat, cdt truyén, biéu tuong,
motif... tir nhiing ¢ Miu nguyén thily (original archetype) ma di co nhing phat
trién, bién doi, 1am méi, va d6i thoai voi ¢6 mau gdc théng qua nhiing phan d@é co
mau. Van dung phuong phap nay, ching toi s& hudéng dén nhiém vu khéi quat su
van dong, phat trién ciia nhiing o6 mau trong tién trinh lich s van hoc va nhing
cach tan trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer qua cac c6 mau phai sinh.

- Phuong phap van hoa — lich si: Phuong phap nay xac dinh cach thac
nghién ctu cta luan an, ludn dit truyén ngan 1.B. Singer trong méi quan hé
ngoai tai, quan hé vdi cac sang tac van hoc dan gian Do Thai (nhu Midras,
truyén dan gian Do Thai), lich sit Do Théi va Do Théi gido. Bai 18, c6 mau ludn
dugc két ndi va tim thay trong vo thuc tap thé.

- Phuong phép phé binh tiéu si: Nghién ctiu truyén ngan 1.B. Singer trong
méi quan hé voi cude doi cia nha van s& gop phan bo sung mot sé thong tin vé
nhitng tién d¢, nhan t6 anh hudng téi tu twdng cia nha van. Dac biét, trai nghiém
cua |.B. Singer trong nhitng nim séng & Mi han in trong v6 thitc ¢4 nhan nhu

mot miéng ghép déng dang dé kich hoat vo thirc tap thé sé duoc chung t6i van
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dung trong chuong 4 cua luan an, khi phan tich ¢c6 mau luu day.

5. Pong gop cua luan an

5.1. Luan 4n 1 cong trinh dau tién nghién cru vé truyén ngan 1.B. Singer tir
li thuyét cd6 mau, bo sung mot cach tiép can truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Phuong
phap nghién ctru va két qua luan an dugc rat ra sé 1a co so dé khang dinh nhiing
ké thira va cach tan cua 1.B. Singer & thé loai truyén ngan. Viéc chi ra qua trinh
lam moi c6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer bang hé thong ¢6 mau phai sinh
va nhitng phan dé c6 mau gitp ching ta c¢6 cai nhin bao quat hon vai hoat dong
sang tac nghé thuat néi chung: qua trinh sang tac ctia nha van ludn c6 su tham
gia cua v thirc tap thé. Tac pham vin hoc mang trong né hé théng cac c6 mau
nhu 13 siéu lién ki hiéu nén ching ta can doc tic pham vin hoc nhu mot ciu triic
ma& Vai rat nhiéu méi quan hé ngoai tai.

5.2. Viéc van dung li thuyét c6 mau dé nghién ciru sang tac cia mot tac gia
cu thé, luan 4n phan nao cé ich cho nhitng quan diém nghién ctru tuong tu, trong
cac trudng hop nghién ctu vé ¢d mau trong sang tac cta cic nha vin khac, dac
biét 1a cac nha van Do Thai. Luan an Ia tai liéu tham khao hiru ich cho nhirng ai
quan tdm tim hiéu c6 mau vin hoc, truyén ngan I.B. Singer va vin hoa Do Thai.

6. Cau tric luin an

Ngoai Mg dau, Két luan va Tai liéu tham khao, Phu lyc, luan an dugc ciu
trac thanh bén chuong:

Chuong 1. Téng quan nghién ciru Vdn dé

Chuong 2. Cé mdu Me

Chuong 3. Cé mdu Hanh trinh

Chuong 4. C6 mau Luu day
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Chuong 1
TONG QUAN NGHIEN CUU VAN DE

Trong ndi dung cia chuwong nay, ching toi tién hanh tong thuat nhitng cong
trinh nghién ctru, bai viét vé truyén ngan 1.B. Singer & pham vi trong va ngoai
nuéc theo hai cap do: nghién ciu chung vé truyén ngan L.B. Singer va nghién
ctru ¢ mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.

1.1. Nghién ciru truyén ngin L.B. Singer

Truyén ngan 1.B. Singer tro thanh ddi twong nghién ciu cia nhiéu cong
trinh hoc thuat & nhiéu nudc trén thé gisi, dic biét 1a & Mi. Do nhitng han ché
nhét dinh trong qué trinh thu thap cic ngudn tai lidu tir nudc ngoai nén ching toi
chua thé khai thac hét cac cong trinh nghién ctu bang tiéng Anh. Trong phan
nay, luan an di vao mé ta tong quan tinh hinh nghién ctu truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
dé khéng dinh nhitng thanh tyu ngh¢ thuat cua nha van da dugc cac nha nghién
Cclru trong va ngoai nudc ghi nhan.

1.1.1. Nghién ciru truyén ngdan 1.B. Singer ¢ nuwdc ngodi

D3 ¢6 nhiéu chuyén luan, bai bao khoa hoc, luan an, luén van danh sy quan
tam dbi véi truyén ngan 1.B. Singer & rat nhiéu binh dién theo nhiing cach tiép
can kha da dang gop phan nhan dién, phac thao va khang dinh dic diém phong
cach nghé thuat truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Trong phan nay, chiing t6i phan loai va
téng thuat nhitng tai liéu nghién ctiu truyén ngan 1.B. Singer & nudc ngoai (bang
tiéng Anh) theo cac hudng tiép can.

Thir nhat, Phé binh tiéu sir (Biography Criticism) huéng su quan tim vao
tiéu sir cuoc doi 1.B. Singer tir 4u thoi toi nhitng nam thang & thi tran Warsaw
(Ba Lan) va cudc song luu lac & Mi. Nhitng cudn hdi ki va tu truyén cia ban bé
va con trai nha vin phan nao bd sung nhiing thong tin c¢6 lién quan dén cudc doi,
con nguoi, ca tinh va nhitng mai lién hé khac cua I.B. Singer cho chung ta thay
dugc nhitng sy Kién, nhan vat trong truyén ngan cua ong khong hoan toan hu cau
ma phan nao d6 dugc tao dung tir nhitng nguyén mau ngoai doi thuc.

Under the Canopy (Dudéi mot mai nha) (1982) ctia Dorothea Straus khong
chi 13 nhitng hdi tc vé tinh ban véi 1.B. Singer ma ba con ghi lai cac cudc tro
chuyén véi nha van. Qua nhtng cudc tro chuyén, I.B. Singer bay té suy nghi,
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quan diém vé van chuong, vé tiéng noi dan toc. “Ngudi ké chuyén va nha tho
cua thoi dai ching ta, cling nhu bat ki thoi dai nao khac, phai 1a nguoi mua vui
tinh than (entertainer of the spirit) trong ¥ thirc day du vé tir nay, chir khong phai
chi 12 nguoi thuyét gido nhimg tu tudong xa hoi, chinh tri. Khong co thién duong
danh cho nhimg doc gia nham chan, khong c6 1i do bao bién cho nén van chuong
nhat nh&o khong hap dan doc gia, nang d& tam hon anh ta, dem lai cho anh ta
niém vui suong va Sy giai thoat ma nghé thuat chan chinh luén cong nhan”
[124,69]. Dorothea Straus xac minh sy thtra nhan vai tro cua ton giao, ngéon ngir
trong doi song cong dong Do Thai trong quan niém sang tac cua I.B. Singer, va
didu nay khong kho dé nhan ra trong cac sang tic cta 6ng. N6 in dau dam nét
nhu mot ndi khic khoai trong tam thirc sang tao, khong chi trong y thitc ma con
tiém sinh doi dao & cdi vo thic.

Isaac Bashevis Singer: the Story of a Storyteller (Isaac Bashevis Singer:
Chuyén cia mét nguweoi ké chuyén) (1984) cia Paul Kresh 1 cong trinh khao ciu
cong phu vé cudc doi sang tac cua 1.B. Singer va chi ra nhiing dau an cudc doi
trong tac pham cua nha vin. Mot loat nhiing céi chét cia nguoi than trong gia
dinh nhu anh trai Israel Joshua, chi gai Hinde Esther, em trai Moishe trong Chién
tranh Thé gigi tha Hai dé lai chan thuong tinh than vé cling sau dam trong long
nha van, dac biét 1 cai chét cua Israel Joshua Singer, ngudi c6 anh huong 16n
nhat va dinh huéng con dudng sang tac cia I.B. Singer. Nhimng con nguoi than
yéu dy thuong tro vé trong sang cta nha van nhu nhiing hdi e teang nhd téi ho
va ciing 13 ndi khic khoai vé ndi dau huy diét ma chién tranh giang xudng gia
dinh ong noi riéng va ngudi Do Thai, ciing nhu toan thé nhan loai néi chung:
“Sudt nhitng nam nam muoi cua thé ki XX, Isaac mat di thanh vién cudi cing
trong gia dinh minh, chi gai Hinde Esther. Miac du ong va chi gai chwa hé gap lai
sudt nhitng nam trudng thanh, ké tir khi Isaac téi Mi, cai chét cua chi gai vao
nam 1954 da goi lai nhiéu ki niém trong ong. Isaac goi lai 16 rang nhiing that
vong va tinh khi thdt thudng cua ba lac ca nha séng cung nhau & phd
Krochmalna. Mot s6 nha phé binh tin rang Isaac c¢6 1& da 1ay Hinde Esther lam
nguyén mau cho nir nhan vat trong mét trong nhitng truyén ngan noi tiéng nhat
cua ong, Yentl nam sinh truong dong” [84,58].

Richard Burgnin 1a mét trong sé nhitng nha nghién ctu thyc hién nhiéu
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cudc phong van, tro chuyén véi 1.B. Singer. Coversations with Isaac Bashevis
Singer (Tro chuyén cung Isaac Bashevis Singer) (1985) tap hop 14 cudc noi
chuyén, trao d6i voi I.B. Singer xoay quanh mét s6 van dé lién quan dén cudc
doi, quan diém nghé thuat va mot sb sang tac cu thé. Pac biét, & hai bai phong
van dau tién, cudn sach da hé mo cho ta thiy nhimg nhan t6 anh huong truc tiép
t6i sy nghiép sang tac caa |.B. Singer. B 6ng, Pinkhes Menakhem — “mot bac
thay tam linh cho mat tap thé da tap nhimg con ngudi tim su gitp d& ¢ ong”,
thuong noéi cho con trai nghe vé van hoc ton gido, va dinh huéng 1.B. Singer
theo hoc truong dong dé tiép ndi con dudng gido si cua cha di anh huong nhat
dinh t6i nha van-twong lai. I.B. Singer cho rang, ban than ong khong phai 1a
mot nha hién thyc chu nghia nhung 6ng ciing khong hoan toan tin ¢ ton gido.
Diéu nay li giai vi sao Tgi de va hinh phat cia nha van Nga F. Dostoevsky lai
c6 suc cudn hut voi LB. Singer dén vay. Néu ngudi bd ludn gido duc con bang
uy quyén “moi diéu ong no6i luén dang”, thi me 6ng, Bathsheba, con gai mot
gido si Bilgoraj gido duc con cai trén tinh than dan chu, ba tin ring con nguoi
khong phai 1a thanh nhan ma cling c6 thé mac sai 1am. Bau khong khi gia dinh
sém hinh thanh tinh ddi thoai ton gido ciing nhu tu duy phé phan & 1.B. Singer:
“T6i nhan thdy nhiig mau thuin va thiéu s6t cia bd me minh — Toi thay rd
nhitng diéu dy. T6i tha thi cho ho nhitng 13i 1am d6 boi chung t6n tai vao thoi
d6. Thuyc té, khi con bé, mic du t6i yéu quy bd me minh, thi t6i vin nghiém
khic phé phan ho™ [48,8]. Thé giGi nghé thuat ctia 6ng 1a hé thong c6 mau thoat
thai tir dai ngan nguyén sinh ton gido nhung né khong ton tai & dang c6 mau
nguyén khdi, ma 1a nhitng manh v& tir kho c6 mau héa thach, hon nita con 1a
nhitng phdn d@é cé mau.

Nhing bién cé lich su, dic biét tham sat Holocaust, da gay ra con du chan
trong tam 1i I.B. Singer. Chéan thuong tinh than ¢ Singer da in ddu rd nét trong
cac sang tac cua ong. Trong bai viét The Report of the Death of My Culture Is
Overstated: An Analysis of an Interview with 1.B. Singer (Bdn bdo cdo vé s cdo
chung nén van héa cia t6i la cwong diéu: Phdn tich mét cuge phéng van |1.B.
Singer) (1991), Sander L. Gilman cho rang: “Viéc quén di nhimg nim thang nay
cua Singer 1a mot sy quén lang nhitng gi con sot lai cua ban than 6ng, khong

phai trong nhitng trai tap trung & Ba Lan, ma & nhitng quan ty phuc vu cua
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Brooklyn. Do d6, thuat ngir amnesia (ching quén) dugc két ndi voi mot ¥ thac
vé t0i 151 4m anh ki &c cia nha van Do Thai. Ong tao dung nd trong nhitng nhan
vat khong co that cia ngudi duoc phong van. Singer dit tac gia Do Théi vao van
canh tiéng Anh trong thé gigi ciia hoai niém, ctia ching quén ép budc, caa ca s6¢
quén lang. N6 1a mét tinh tu phu, nhung khong phai tinh tu phu lay tir thé gioi
hau Holocaust” [105,283].

Thir hai, Phé binh Xa héi hoc (Social Criticism) tiép can truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer trong méi quan hé véi cac yéu td xa hoi, van héa — moi truong ma tac
pham phat sinh — nhu nhiing tién dé quan trong chi phdi téi dé tai, cha dé, but
phap ctia nha van. Nhitng méc lich sir quan trong d6i véi nhan loai, dic biét 1a
ngudi Do Thai, tré thanh dbi twong quan tdm cia cac nha nghién ciru nhu mot
mi nghé thuat dé 1i giai truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.

Nam 1989, trong chuwong 6 Kaddish and Resurrection: Isaac Bashevis
Singer’s Holocaust Memorial (Kinh cau va Phuc sinh: Ki ¢ Holocaust cua
Isaac Bashevis Singer) thudc chuyén luan Witness through the Imagination:
Jewish American Holocaust Literature (Nhdan chung qua Su tuong tuwong: Van
hoc Holocaust Mi — Do Thdi), S. Lillian Kremer khang dinh: “Isaac Bashevis
Singer khong truc tiép trai qua nan diét chung, khi 6ng da bo lai gia dinh ¢ Ba
Lan. Tuy nhién Shoah (tiéng Hebrew, twong duong v4i Holocaust dé chi nan diét
chung) da anh hudng manh mé toi suy nghi ciia ong va 13 mot chi dé tro di tro lai
trong cac tac pham. Singer ghi chép nhiing sy Kién tién doan tham hoa va tham do
tan du cta Sy cam ti than hoc va tdm 1i hoc trong tiéng Yiddish, ngon ngit caa
nhitng ngudi di cu con séng sot va nhitng ngudi Do Thai — Ba Lan bién mét trong
nan diét chang. Viét tir vién canh tam li hon 1a sy ton tai vat li, Singer tuong nhé
mot 16i séng bi khing bd bai phét xit Pic. Du han ché dat bbi canh tic pham
trong thé gigi trai tap trung, song 6ng da lam 1& truy diéu nhitng nguoi Do Thai
khong chiu dung néi cac khu ghetto va céc trai tap trung; ong goi lai thé giéi kho
dau ctia ho, va giit lai ngdn ngir Yiddish day nghi luc, nhiing truyén théng va
phong tuc than quen ctia ho” [83,181]. Su kién tham sat Holocaust cua Hitler doi
v6i ngudi Do Thai noéi riéng va ca nhéan loai néi chung 13 méat mat qua 1on. Viét

trén vién canh ciia mot thé gigi huy diét va tang thuong, cac nha vian khong thé
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tranh né hién thyuc, ho hudng ngoi but ciia minh dé phan anh chan thuc ndi dau
cta dong bao ciing 13 cach t§ céo t0i 4c cua cha nghia phét xit... va hinh thanh
nén dong van hoc Holocaust hay con goi 1a Van hoc 10 thiéu.

Nhan vat trong truyén ngan L.B. Singer ludn trong tdm thé “trén dudng” voi
nhitng cudc x& dich tim kiém thién dudng cuoc Séng. Trong d6, nuéc Mi hién
1én nhu mot thién duong mo wdc caa biét bao cudc hanh trinh. Xét tir khia canh
nay, truyén ngan cua ong nhu tim guong phan chiéu nhitng van dé cua thoi dai.
Thoi dai cua nhitng cudc di dan dang dién ra & khdp moi noi trén thé gidi. Pac
biét, ddi v6i cong dong ngudi Do Thai, dan toc da trai qua cudc tham sat trong
chién tranh Thé gigi thir Hai, hon bao gio hét, ho khic khoai tim vé& “mién dat
hira” cua cac bac to phu thong qua nhiing cudc di dan, dac biét 1a téi nudc Mi.
Pay ciing tré thanh dé tai quan trong va phd bién trong cac sang tac cua I.B.
Singer. Nam 1997, trong tiéu luan tai Pai hoc Jyvaskyla (Phén Lan) The Mass
Migration of East European Jewry to America in Isaac Bashevis Singer’s Novels
and Short Stories (Cugdc di ddn ciia nguwoi Do Thdi Péng Au téi Mi trong tiéu
thuyét va truyén ngdan lsaac Bashevis Singer), Anu Sundvall dat truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer trong mdi lién hé gitra bdi canh lich sir x4 hoi & Pong Au va Mi véi cong
d6ng nguoi Do Thai dé 1i giai nguyén nhan vi sao cong dong ngudi Do Thai phai
thuc hién cudc di dan, va tal sao ho lai chon nudc Mi nhu la x@r S& mo udc,
nhitng khé khian ma ho gap phai & mot dat nuéc méi. Roi bo coi ngudn dé toi
cong d6ng méi, ngudi Do Thai dung trude hai tinh thé budc phai lya chon: chap
nhan dong hoa (assimilation) hay bao ton truyén thong (tradidion) [125,43-49].

Ban than cudc doi caa 1.B. Singer trai qua nhiing nam thang luu vong, 6ng
da cha dong chay trén khoi Ba Lan dé téi Mi trude khi Chién tranh Thé gisi Hai
no ra. P& c6 thé tim thay cudc séng yén vui & mién dat xa la, nhiing nguoi di cu
phai im cach thich nghi voi méi truong méi, trong d6, ndi ngoai ngir (nhu tiéng
Anh, Dtic, Nga,...) 1a su thich nghi dau tién va trong yéu nhat. Bai d6 khong don
thuan 13 ndi mét thiz tiéng khéng phdi la tiéng me dé (Yiddish hay Hebrew), ma la
qua trinh du phan vao méi trudng véin héa ngogi lai. Singer ciing nhu cac nhan vat
ctia ong 1a nhiig nguoi thich nghi voi doi séng méi nhung khong lam mat di ban
sac Do Thai. Susan L. Gardberg, trong luan vin thac si Isaac Bashevis Singer:
Speak English, Think Yiddish — Adaptation versus Assimilation (Isaac Bashevis
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Singer: Noi tiéng Anh, tw duy Yiddish — Thich ing Véi dong héa) (2002) tai Dai
hoc East Tennessee State, d3 tim hiéu va li giai hién tuong vo cung ddc dao nay
thong qua tiéu sir nha vin ciing nhu cac sang tac cua 6ng nhu: Nhing tho giay bé
bong va Nhing ké thi, mét cau chuyén tinh. Dé khong bi dong hoa khi sir dung
tiéng Anh nhu phuong tién giao tiép trong doi séng hang ngay trén dat Mi, ho gin
gitr cho minh mot tu duy Yiddish. “Di san Do Thai va niém dam mé tu do la
nhitng nhéan t6 cbt yéu & Singer va cac nhan vat cta 6ng voi dat nudc méi, nhitng
yéu td nay cho phép ho thich nghi ma khong bi dong hoa. Strc manh di san cua ho
bi tiét ché boi truyén thong, Torah, va tinh yéu véi ngdn ngir Yiddish. Tinh cam
v6i ngodn ngir Yiddish 1a trai tim va tim hon cua cac nhan vat cia Singer. Céc tac
pham cua ong tran ngap nhing ngudi Do Thai — Pong Au ¢ cach hanh xir dugc
diéu khién boi dam mé. Nhitng nguoi Do Thai — Ba Lan, séng ¢ Mi, noi tiéng Anh
nhung tu duy Yiddish” [64,64-65].

Thi ba, Phé binh dé tai (Thematic Criticism) 1a cach tiép can cha yéu tim
hiéu cach thac to chuc dé tai trong truyén ngan L.B. Singer qua cac hinh thuc
trung gian nhu dé tai, motif, hinh tuwong, biéu tugng... C6 thé ndi, moi Van dé
trong cudc séng tir qua khi téi hién tai, tir ton gido ti thé tuc, tir con ngudi tGi
ma quy, tir thé gisi hién thuc toi hoang dudng kia do..., tit ca déu nam tron
trong long ban tay ctia phap su truyén ké (magician of story) 1.B. Singer.

Poc truyén ngan I.B. Singer, ngudi doc ludn thay thé gigi nhan vat cua
6ng, nhimg con ngudi khon kho giau duc tin hay nhiing ké 1am lac cai gido,
bao gid cling vay, & cudi hanh trinh van mong muén Kiém tim su ciu chudc.
Kartik Chandra Biswal, trong luan an tién si Search for Salvation: A Study in
the Major Fiction of Isaac Bashevis Singer (Tim kiém sw citu chudc: Nghién
Cibu van xudi hw cdu tiéu biéu cua Isaac Bashevis Singer), tai Pai hoc Utkal
(An Do) nam 1985, chi ra: cac nhan vat chinh trong cic sang tac cua I.B.
Singer tim kiém sy cau thé thong qua hai giai doan. Pau tién, nhan vat bi anh
huong boi phu nit, cha nghia duy vat, thoi dai Khai sang va tim su cau thé
bang con duong cu tuyét. Sau d6, sic manh 1i tri can ho lai, nhan vat trai qua
cudc xung dot luan 1i rdi quay vé véi dao Do Thai thu cuu (conservative
Judaism). Su trirng phat ma nhan vat ganh chiu do thoa hiép vaéi quy trong Quy
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ong tuw Cracow va Sy diét vong cua Kreshev nhu nhirng loi canh tinh: “Singer
chi ra rang su ciu chudc thuc su cho cong dong Do Thai hién dai dua vao viéc
tuan theo kinh Torah chir khong phai 1a khinh thuong” [43,267].

Chuyén luan Isaac Bashvis Singer: A Study of the Short Fiction (Isaac
Bashevis Singer: Nghién ciru vin xudi hw cdu) (1990) cua Edward Alexander tim
hiéu kha chi tiét cac mang dé tai trong van xudi L.B. Singer. Chuyén luan gém 3
phan: phan 1 1a nhitng nghién ctu vé ngi dung chu dé trong truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer; phan 2 1a nhing bai phong van nha van 1.B. Singer do chinh tac gia
chuyén luan thyuc hién, ddng thoi c6 dua vao mot s6 bai phong van cia céac tac
gia khac; phan 3 trich tuyén mét s¢ bai phé binh vé sing tic I.B. Singer Cla cac
cay but phé binh nhu Irving Howe, Ruth R. Wisse, Irving Feldman, Cynthia
Ozich, Jacob Glatstein. Stc ning va dong gop cta chuyén luan nay chu yéu nam
& phan 1 (78 trang) véi cac ndi dung: Autobiographical Stories: Portraits of the
Artist (Truyén tu thugt: Chdn dung nha nghé si), Supernatural and Demonic
Tales (Truyén siéu nhién va ma quy), Moral Tales (Truyén ludn Ii), Tales of
Apocalypse and Politics (Truyén khdai huyén va chinh tri), Stories of Faith and
Doubt (Truyén Vé dirc tin va néi hoai nghi), Stories of Love, Sex, and Perversion
(Truyén Vé tinh yéu, tinh duc va si truy lac), Vegetarian Stories (Truyén dn
chay). Co thé coi ddy la cong trinh nghién ctu truyén ngan 1.B. Singer theo
hudng phan loai dé tai cong phu va toan dién nhat boi qua d6 da khai quat mot
cach day dua vé noi dung truyén ngan 1.B. Singer [35].

Du viét vé nhitng van dé ton gido hay thé tuc, truyén ngin 1.B. Singer ciing
thuong hudng t6i van dé tinh yéu va hoa binh. Pay 1a hai dé tai noi bat xuyén
sudt toan bo su nghiép sang tac cua ong. Syed Raffic Ahmed, trong lun an tién
si Love and Peace in the Novels and Short Stories of Isaac Bashevis Singer (Tinh
yéu va hoa binh trong tiéu thuyét va truyén ngan lIsaac Bashevis Singer) (2002)
tai Pai hoc Madras (An D), nhan thy, voi dé tai Tinh yéu va Hoa binh, truyén
ngin I.B. Singer c¢6 kha ning md rong bién do phan anh doi séng dén vo cung
boi nd duoc két ndi véi cac van dé khac: Nhitng dau dén (The Travails - chuong
2), Sur phan béi (The Betrayal - chuong 3), Holocaust (Holocaust - chuong 4),
Niém vui va néi buén (The Joy and Sorrow - chuong 5), Ham t6i va dnh sdang (The
Tunnel and Light - chuong 6). Cudc doi va sé phan ca nhan ludén duoc dat trong
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mdi quan hé véi moi bién cb xa hoi boi tinh yéu va hoa binh la cau chuyén muoén
thud cua xa hoi loai nguoi, nd vira la chuyén riéng tu mang tinh ca nhan, vira 1a
van dé chung cua ca qudc gia, nhan loai. “O M, dé tai tinh yéu 1a van dé quan
trong mang tam qudc gia. Singer da xir 1i dé tai nay trong sang tac ctia 6ng. Nudc
M hién 1én 13 d4t nuéc duy nhat trén thé giéi ma tinh yéu 1a mét van dé quéc gia.
Mot truyén ngan ¢ Mi co thé cho thay thai d6 ciia ngudi Mi vé tinh yéu va thuyét
phuc bat ki nguoi ngoai qudc tinh mét nao” [35,ii]. Tinh yéu va hoa binh khong
tach roi ma ludn song hanh. D6 ciing 1a wdc vong cua 1.B. Singer vé mot thé gisi
hoa binh, moi ngudi sdng yéu thuwong nhau: “Singer, trong tac pham cta minh, da
miéu ta sinh dong pht hop Vi ca ndi that vong bén trong va bén ngoai 1a nhiing
mbi lo ngai cua thé hé hién tai cung nhitng van dé cua né. Tuy nhién, 6ng da
khong quén thé hién niém tin d6i v6i hoa binh va tinh yéu vén thudc vé ban tinh
con ngudi, cd don giup chung ta vuot qua nhitng thing trim trong doi ngudi. Tinh
yéu dan dén hoa binh, va ca hai cung din téi cha nghia nhan dao theo con duong
bat tin va vé phuong dién nay cac tac pham cua Singer tro thanh toa thap nguy
nga cua Vin hoc Mi thé ki XX [53,232].

Thir thach (test) 1a mot trong nhitng motif tiéu biéu I.B. Singer thudng sir
dung dé dat nhan vat vao mot tinh thé nao d6 budc phai lua chon. Mark
Kuzmack goi d6 1a “su lya chon khéc liét” (cruel choice): “Thé giéi cua 6ng that
khdc liét. Cac nhan vat, hoic vat 16n thanh cong véi nd (nhitng lya chon), hoac
bi nghién nat bai nd” [83,97]. Cac nhan vat cua nhitng lwa chon khoc liét,
“Khéng gidng nhitng nan nhan, I.B. Singer d& lya chon — thang ngdc Gimpel,
tién si triét hoc Fischelson, nang hau Ba Lan Yanda, Rabbi Bainish dau kho
trong Niém vui — chiu dung su don day vao duong cung trong thé gidi bao tan
cua |.B. Singer, choan ngop boi sy tam thuong cia con ngudi, ma quy doc ac,
bénh tat, ndi budn, hay su nham chan cua thé gian, dén khi mot vai khoanh khic
then chét dién ra” [85,100].

Tinh yéu trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer khong chi 13 nhitng cudc tinh tuan
theo 10i ran ciia Chua, ma phan 16n nhan vat cua 6ng thuong chay theo tiéng goi
dam mé cta thé xac, duc vong ma vi pham cam ki. Tiéu luan Desiring Liaisons
in the Works of Isaac Bashevis Singer (Ham muén quan hé bdt chinh trong sding
tac cua Isaac Bashevis Singer) (2013) cua Katefina Polachova tai Pai hoc Bata
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(Cong hoa Séc), di chi ra ba kiéu quan hé yéu duong bét chinh trong truyén 1.B.
Singer gom: da gi6i tinh (multi-gender), méi quan hé dya trén co sé cua long
thuong hai (relationships based on an emotion similar to compassion), tinh yéu
va su nguong mo (love and admiration). Tt viéc phan tich biéu hién cuaa cac
mdi quan hé qua ba truyén ngan (Hai, Gimpel thang ngoc, Hai ddm cwdi va
mét cuge li di) va hai tiéu thuyét (Shosha, Meshugah), Polachova khang dinh
vai trd ctia cac mdi quan hé trong doi séng con ngudi: “Singer cho ching ta
thdy tinh yéu 1a sitcc manh vinh hang va 13 mot phan khong thé chia cach cua
doi séng con ngudi [...] cac mdi quan hé co trong qua khir, hién tai va theo ta
t6i trong lai, n6 1a yéu té bat tan ta khong chi gap trong thé giéi van chuong
ma con & trong doi sdng thuc tai” [94,36].

Thir tw, huéng Phé binh hinh thuc lugn (Formal Criticism) xem xét danh
gia truyén ngan L.B. Singer nhu mot tong thé, hé thdng, co cau, cau triic, mod hinh
duogc tao ra tir mot loat cac mdi quan hé... da khang dinh nhitng dic sic nghé
thuat trong truyén ngan cia ong.

Nam 1969, Ben Siegel, trong Pamphlets on American writers, Number 86:
Isaac Bashevis Singer (Chuyén ludn vé cdc nha vian Mi, Sé 86: lsaac Bashevis
Singer), danh gia I.B. Singer 13 nghé nhan phuc ché qua khr xa xwa cua cong
d6ng ngudi Do Thai véi “nhitng dau dén va dam mé, nhitng hinh anh va 4m thanh
cta ngudi Do Thai bi luu day tir bon thé ki trude” [105,5-6]. Nhan vt trong sang
tac cua ong hién 1én da dang du moi thir bac trong xa hoi, tir nhitng nguoi an xin,
nhitng gido si va ca nhitng nguoi vo than, ca cac vi thanh va gai diém. .. déu bi troi
budc boi nhiing soi day tinh than cua cong dong. Tai nang ké chuyén cuaa |.B.
Singer tuyét voi téi mirc khong ai c6 thé phii nhan “ong 13 ngudi c6 niang khiéu ké
chuyén”. Tac pham cua L.B. Singer 1a sy hoa trén cua nhiéu thé loai, truyén ngu
ngén va truyén ki do, bién nién sir va truyén Saga (truyén ké vé chién cong cua
mot dong ho).

Tuy nhién khong phai bat ki ai ciing déu thira nhan tai ning caa 6ng. Phan
g trude cach viét cua 1.B. Singer, mot s6 nha phé binh Do Thai di cong kich
nhitng cau chuyén cua 6ng 1 “kinh di va da dam”, mé tin va gia than bi. DAu
sao, |.B. Singer van luén nhan minh 1a nha vin hién thuc: “Toi 1a mot nha van

hién thuc. Cac nha nghién ctru Cabala tin rang c¢6 hang triéu thé giéi, nhung cai
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xau nhat 1a thé gioi nay. Thé gidi nay rat tim t6i” [105,11]. Khai niém hién thuc
v6i ong dugc mo rong hon so voi y nghia thong thuong. Hién thuc khong chi 1a
thé gioi khach quan ma con 1a thé gii tinh than ciia con ngudi: “Vin xudi hu
cau phan anh ngh¢ thuat cua Chua, Singer tin, chi khi nao nhitng thuc té/ su that
dugc kéo dai va md rong bai nhitng hinh anh tir vé thirc va thé gidi siéu nhién.
Sy hop nhat giira thuc té va tudng tuong, cua bdo cdo khdch quan (objective
report) va twong twong chu quan (subjective fancy), ong goi 1a bién nién su
(chronicle) — bién nién str bén ngoai va bi€n nién st tam 1i” [105,6].

Nam 1978, LB. Singer vinh du tr& thanh nha vian sang tac bang tiéng
Yiddish duy nhat trén thé giéi nhan duoc giai thuong cao quy Nobel Vian hoc.
Nhiing thanh tyu va dong gép 1.B. Singer da duoc trinh trong ghi nhan va vinh
danh trong Tuyén dwong cua Vién Han lam Thiy Dién. Lars Gyllensten phat
biéu: “Singer han da céng hién phan tinh té nhat ctia minh trong vai trd ngudi ké
chuyén kiét xuit va nguodi c6 phong cach ri€ng biét trong thé loai truyén ngan,
truyén vira, truyén hoang duong” va “Pay la noi nghé thuat tu su cua Singer
hoan ca nhiing thang loi huy hoang nhat cia minh va trao cho nguoi doc mot trai
nghiém ddc dao sau xa, lam cho ta dau dén song ciing kich thich ta va khai sang
cho ta. Nhiéu nhan vat cua ong budc vao ngdi dén Pantheon cua vin chuong
trong tu thé duong hoang khong thé hd nghi, noi nhiing nguoi ban déng hanh
vinh ctru va nhitng nhan vat huyén thoai dang séng, nhimg con ngudi bi tham —
va quai di, hai hudc va cam dong, ki quic va tuyét diéu — cua gidc mo va thong
kho, vira hén ha vira cao ca” [135].

Thién Chta va Tinh yéu nhu nhiing biéu twong vé thién dudng ma con
ngudi ludn kiém tim, mot thién dudng trén cao, mot thién duong tran thé. Luan
an tién si cua Frances Vargas Gibbons tai Pai hoc Floria, Isaac Bashevis Singer
in Search of Love and God in His Writings for Adults and Children (Isaac
Bashevis Singer kiém tim tinh yéu va Chiia trong cdc sang tic danh cho nguoi
l6m va tré em) (1992), khai quat kiéu nhan vat cia nhimng hanh trinh nay: “Thong
thuong, ho 1a nhimg nguoi tré tudi von ngoan dao tim thay tai hoa ciia minh boi
mot su thich thi véi méi truong xung quanh chac han dan dat ho vao viée tim
hiéu nhitng dé tai muon thud va rdi xa dao Do Thai chinh thdng trong ki Gc tudi
tho ctia ho” [66,67]. Bén canh hanh trinh kiém tim Chuaa 13 hanh trinh phan Chuta
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dé kiém tim tinh yéu: “Nhan ra duc tinh va long nhan tir cua chinh ho, ho thé
hién méi quan hé dbi dau véi Chua, ngudi co6 nhitng hanh dong tan nhan, ho ra
stc gieém pha va tim moi cach dé thay thé Chua bang van chuong, va bang tinh
yéu truy lac, thuong la quan hé di tinh” [66,67]. Rut cuc, & cudi hanh trinh, nhan
vat cua 1.B. Singer, qua nhirng trimg phat do toi 15i da gay ra, hiéu Thién Chiia
la tinh yéu, tinh yéu cua con ngudi khong duoc phép vuot ra nhimng diéu da duoc
ghi trong sach luat Talmud, con ngudi chi thuc su hanh phtc trong tinh yéu khi
hoa n6 lam mot véi dac tin noi Chaa.

Nam 1995, trong God, Jew, Satan in the Works of Isaac Bashevis Singer
(Chua, Nguwoi Do Thai, Satan trong sang tac cua 1saac Bashevis Singer), 1. Ch.
Biletzky nghién ctru cac nhan vat Chua, ngudi Do Thai, va quy Satan nhu nhirng
biéu twong nghé thuat vira hu vira thuc, vira néi vé mot thé giéi tuong twong,
tam linh vira goi ra thé gioi thuc tai véi nhiing van dé dang dién ra chung quanh
cudc séng va duc tin cua nguoi Do Thai. Thé gidi nhan vat trong truyén ngan
L.B. Singer 12 tap thé nhitng con nguoi da tap, ho c6 thé 1a nhitng ngudi Do Théi
hodc khong phai Do Thai; cling ¢ thé 1a Chua, nha tién tri, nhiing vi thanh, gido
s1; hodc ciing c6 thé 1a Satan, ma quy... Dau nhan vét c6 phong phu va da dang
dén ching nao, chung ta cling ¢ thé quy ching vé ba kiéu nhan vat Chta, nguoi
Do Thai, quy Satan. Bo ba nhan vat ndy ciing 1a cac ¢é Mdu nhdn vt rat tiéu
biéu trong Kinh Thanh, va nhiing truyén ké Do Thai gido [42]. B6 ba Chua —
ngudi Do Thai — Satan s& duge chung toi tiép tuc trién khai & chuong 3 cua luan
an (Coé mdu hanh trinh).

Trong sang tac ciia I.B. Singer c¢6 nhiéu hinh anh ma quy va ban than nha
van tin vao nhimg chuyén d6. O manh vudn ciia nhiing cau chuyén huyén bi,
hoang dudng cua dao quan ma quy, ngdi bat I.B. Singer thuc su cam ré vao
manh dit mau md dy dé lam nén mot vin phong rat Singer, rat Do Théi, “6ng
chwa bao gio Do Thdi hon khi viét vé ma quy; chua bao gid khoi hai, tré
trung va vui vé hon khi viét nhu mot hdon ma” [99,269]. Véi tai niang ké
nhitng chuyén vé ma quy tai tinh, David G. Roskies, trong The Lost Art of
Yiddish Storytelling (Nghé thudt that truyén cua truyén ké Yiddish) (1995),
kh.'fmg dinh: I.B. Singer duong nhu d3 duoc dinh san, dd dugc trao st ménh trd

thanh nha van lam nén hién thuc ki 4o trong “cudc truy hoan vao tinh yéu va
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dam mé triru twong cua con ngudi”. I.B. Singer hoc dugc rat nhiéu tir nhiing
cudn truyén viét bang tiéng Yiddish, sach luat Talmud, va ca tiéu thuyét 76 dc
va hinh phat cta nha vin Nga Dostoevsky, nhat 13 nhitng cdu chuyén vé dan
ong va gai diém. Song cdi khdc lg trong tic pham cua I.B. Singer 1a “thudong dé
nhan vat dau khd mdt minh véi ciu hoi cua anh ta vé Chua, tao hoa, thién
duong, dia nguc...” [99,270].

Bén canh nhimg sang tac dugc goi ra tir ki niém vé cudc séng ciia ngudi Do
Thai & Ba Lan, I.B. Singer con ¢ nhiéu truyén ngan viét dua trén bdi canh nuwéc
Mi hién dai. Tiéu luan An Analysis of American Short Stories of Isaac Bashevis
Singer (Phdn tich truyén ngdn M cuia Isaac Bashevis Singer) (2013) caa Martina
Salhiova da lam sang to tinh canh cua nhitng nguoi Do Thai nhap cu. Thong qua
viéc phan tich hinh twong nhan vat trung tim véi nhitng su thay ddi vé mau sic
thong qua trang phuc va dién mao, Martina Salhiové chi ra sy thay d6i caa ho
nghiéng vé trang thai mat di ban sac Do Thai: “Céac nhéan vat cia Singer duoc két
néi v6i hai mau sic — mot ki hiéu vang (mau cta bau troi, mau da, mau mat) va
mot mau do. Mot sé nhan vat toc do, rau d6 va mat vang khong dién hinh. Vao
thoi Trung ¢, mau vang chi co su sap dat cim doan. Trong nhitng btic tranh, nd
1a mot biéu tuong t6n gido cua nhitng ngudi Do Théi: dao Do Thai, dao Hoi va
cac dao khac khong thude Ki to gido, va ciing 1a ki hiéu cia ngudi no nan, bang
ching gia mao, toi pham, di diém, cho vay luong gat... Po cling 1a mau cua
hanh dong phan bdi (mau sic tiéu biéu cho trang phuc cua Judas), su phi bang,
d6 ki, luoi biéng. Trong truyén ngan Singer, mau vang mang nghia tha hai —
biéu tuong cho toi 161, co doc, bénh tat” [101,18]. Pé tai vé ngudi Do Thai nhap
cu & Mi khong chi dugc 1am sang té thong qua hinh tuong nhan vat, ma tac gia
khoa luan di dong thoi chi ra, trong truyén ngan vé dé tai nuée Mi, LB. Singer sir
dung hai motif pho bién 1a: motif thich nghi va motif dong héa. Su thich nghi cua
nhan vat nguodi Do Thai duoc miéu ta gan lién véi “tién trinh tring” (process of
whiteness). Tién trinh tring duoc hiéu 1a nguoi Do Théi duge hudng day du
nhiing phuc 191 nhu mét cong dan Mi. Tuy nhién, bén canh d6, mdt bo phan thiéu
s6 con lai khong thoa hiép voi “tién trinh trang” vi ho khong muén 1a ké phan
Chua. Hanh trinh kiém tim thién dudng nude Mi rit cuc ciing chi nhu mot huyén

thoai thoi hién dai ma nhan vat cua Singer bi cudn theo béi “huyén thoai cua cai
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goi 1a gidc mo nude M7”: “Nhing nhén vét chinh cta Singer ludn tu gidy vo, mat
gc, co don, bi cb 1ap, thu dong, va say mé ban than (self-absorbed persons), ho
cho thdy hinh anh cta nhiing con nguoi bi bénh tam than phan liét. Ho ¢ 1a
nhitng ngudi Do Thai giau duc tin, mit khac ho ¢6 tré thanh nhimng cong dan Mi
thanh cong” [101,21]. Su dong hoa va giit gin ban sic caa nhitng ngudi Do Thai
s& duoc chiing t6i tiép tuc trién khai lam lam rd hon & muc 3.2. Luu day tha nhén
(chuong 3. Cé mdu luu day).

Thé nam, Nghién citu so sanh (Comparative Criticism) truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer trong méi quan hé tiép nhan, anh huéng, vay muon tir vin hoc dan gian,
t6n gido clia cdc nha nghién ciru da gdp phan chi ra cac kho vo thic tap thé ma
truyén ngan I.B. Singer bam ré that siu va viing chai. Khong chi nghién citu so
sanh theo huéng anh hudng tiép nhan, nhitng nghién ciru so sanh loai hinh, so
sanh song song gitra truyén ngan |.B. Singer véi tac pham cua cac nha van khéc
cang khang dinh tinh pho bién cua caa ¢6 mau, dong thoi cho thay, cac tac gia
& hitu chung kho vo thirc tap thé nhan loai nhung mdi nha vian thé hién theo
mot céach riéng, doc déo.

Truyén ngan I.B. Singer 1a thé gigi caa nhimg cau chuyén mang mau sic ki
40 v&i nhitng nhan vat siéu nhién nhu thanh than, ma quy. Trong tdm thé sang
tao, I.B. Singer dtng trén duong bién nghé thuat, mot chan ong dung trén nén
hién thue, va chan con lai da budc vao khu vuon than bi caa nhitng chuyén ké
hoang duong mang dam sic thai dan gian va van chuong Gothic. Trong Luan
an tién si tai Pai hoc Panjab (An Do) Supernatural and Grotesque Elements in
the Works of Isaac Bashevis Singer (Nhiing yéu té siéu nhién va Gothic trong
sdng tdc cua lsaac Bashevis Singer) (1990), Amrit Pal Bhullar cho thay nhiing
yéu t6 siéu nhién va Gothic ma truyén ngin Singer di hap thuy tir truyén théng
vin hoa Do Thai théng qua cac dau hiéu: Sacred and profane (link thiéng va
bdang bé), Human imagination of evil spirits (Su twdng twong con nguoi vé
nhizng linh hon téi 16i), Satan as Tempter (Quy Satan nhw Ké cim do),
Emergence of departed souls (Sw tré vé cua nhing linh hon chét), Mystical
powers (Sizc manh than bi), Preposterous narrations (Nhing chuyén ké phi Ii).
Tac gia luan an khang dinh: “Truyén ngan Singer, mot bo phan lay béi canh Ba
Lan, mot b phan 1ay bdi canh Mi, nhung déu thim dam vin hoa dan gian Do
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Thai truyén thdng va chi nghia than bi. Ma quy (demons), ma (ghosts), quy
(devils), nhitng lantuch, yéu quai, nhitng linh hon chuyén lam diéu ac va cac
loai stc manh siéu nhién tré thanh tu twéng chu dao xuyén sudt sang tac cua
Singer. Nhitng satc manh ma quy nay khong chi 1a sy hoang duong cua tri
tuong tuong ma con 13 nhitng sitc manh hitu hinh va quyén uy anh huoéng téi
cudc song con ngudi trén trai dat. Su cam db cua viing lay ghé tom, noi con
nguoi ddm chim trong quyén uy dugc miéu ta sinh dong boi Singer” [41,65].

La ngudi con cua “dan toc Kinh Thanh”, nhitng truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
ludn ludn két ndi, goi nhac, trich dan nhitng nhan vat, dién tich tir Kinh Thanh.
Nhitng nhan vat ngdc nghéch va gai diém trong truyén Singer mang bong dang
cua kiéu nhan vat nha tién tri va gai diém trong nhiing truyén thuyét Talmud. Hai
Kiéu nhan vat nay thé hién rat rd trong Gimpel thang ngoc — mot trong nhitng
truyén ngan dac sic nhat caa Singer. Trong Gimpel the fool and the Book of
Hosea (Gimpel thang ngdc va Kinh Hosea), Thomas Hennings chi ra su tuong
ddng trong nghé thuat tu su cua truyén ngan nay véi cac van ban thudc Kinh
Thanh, va coi Gimpel nhu mét bac thanh séng (godlike). Tuy nhién, trong The
Prostitute and the Prophet: Hosea’s Marriage in Literary-Theoretical
Perspective (Gdi diém va nha tién tri: Cudc hén nhan ciia Hosea trong béi canh
Ii thuyét van hoc) (1996), Yvonne Sherwood cho rang: khong phai Singer chi ké
lai cau chuyén gdoc (retelling the original story) & trong Talmud, “Thyc ra,
Gimpel 12 mot sy chuyén dich kép — Singer ké lai ciu chuyén da duoc ké lai
trong Talmud” (Gimpel is in fact a double displacement — Singer’s retelling of a
story retold in the Talmud) [104,74].

DAu 4an truyén ké dan gian va coi ngudn vian hoa Do Thai tré thanh dic trung
trong sang tac cua 1.B. Singer. Muc tir Isaac Bashevis Singer thuong cé mat trong
cac tir dién vé truyén co dan gian va folklore hoc. Trong The Oxford Companion
to Fairy Tales — The Western Fairy Tale Tradition from medieval to modern (Cam
nang Oxford Vvé truyén cé tich — Truyén théng truyén cé tich phirong Tay tir Trung
co dén hién dai) (2000) do Jack Zipes chu bién, Betsy Hearne chi ra dau an truyén
ké dan gian trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer dugc nhin nhan tir phuong thic luu
truyén mang dam sic thai dan gian — hinh thtc truyén miéng: “Mot phong cach
don gian dé lam cho nham Ian, nhip diéu nhip nhang (rhythmic pace), va bang con
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duong truyén miéng hoa cung mé hinh truyén ké gop phan vao giong diéu dan
gian (folkloric tone) cua truyén ngan Singer”. Tir nhitng trang van duoc viét theo
16i triét 1i cta tu duy Do Théi con vang doi mot cung bac khac — cung bac cua
tiéng cudi. Khong don thuan chi 13 tiéng cudi bong dua, cao hon, do 1a tiéng cuoi
tri tué: “Singer tung hirng nhiing gidc mo ki la va nhirng canh ngo tuyét vong, véi
phép la chii yéu thuong dua vao tri tué cua nhiing thang ngéc (the wisdom of
innocents), nhu trong Gimpel thang ngac” [132,465].

Nhiing 15i ran day huyén bi ciia ngudi Do Thai duoc luu truyén trong dén
gian theo phuong thirc “tir miéng téi tai” tro thanh kho tri thirc quy bau caa cong
d6ng Do Thai, cuén bach khoa toan thu “tap hop cac gido 1i giai thich méi quan
hé giita su bat bién, vinh héng, cai chét va su sang tao cua Chua”. Nghia 1a moi
van dé thuoc vé thé gigi va ton tai cua con nguodi déu da duoc dé cap trong
Cabala va hau thé chi néi lai nhitng van dé d6 thong qua su dién dich. Trén hanh
trinh sang tao ciia minh, I.B. Singer chi viéc dimg bén cay doi (tree of life) dé ké
nén truyén ngan cia 6ng cho thay nhitng diu 4n dam nét ciia Cabala, dic biét 1a
trong nhiing truyén viét cho ngudi Ié6n. Song van dé anh huong cua Cabala t6i
sang tac cua 1.B. Singer lai chua dugc cac nha phé binh quan tdm. Luan van
Thac si tai Pai hoc Emporia State Influence of Cabala on the Adult short stories
(Anh hwong cua Cabala trong truyén danh cho nguoi lén cua lsaac Bashevis
Singer) (2001) cua Elzbieta Domansk nhan dién va phéan tich nhitng anh hudng
cua Cabala trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer & cac phuong dién: két cdu, phong
cdach, cach ké va miéu ta. Khong chi anh huong ¢ hinh thirc nghé thuat, ma no6 da
chi phéi sau sic téi noi dung, “Hoc thuyét Shi ‘ur Komah va Tzimtzum nga bong
1én hién thuc, khung canh va cdt truyén truyén ngan Singer va dit co so triét hoc
cho buc tranh thé gidi trong van xudi hu cau Singer” [57,69]. Elzbieta Domansk
khang dinh truyén ngan I.B. Singer c6 nhiéu dic diém cai huyén do: “sy mé tin
nhu mat quy, bo bua, va trir ta”, “niém tin va ma thudt nhu quyén ning cua Suc
manh vo6 hinh, kéo theo nhitng motif chiéc guong than ki, gidc mo va chiéc
bong”, va “Singer viét nhitng diéu ki la va than diéu; da phan nhitng chuyén do
c6 ngudn goc tir truyén co tich Do Théi gido” [57,70]. Su cin bang cua cac yéu
t6 nit tinh va nam tinh (the balance of feminine and masculine elements) dugc li
giai trong Cabala di duoc Singer tiép nhan va linh hoi dé cat nghia “ban dang
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gidi” trong cac truyén dong tinh.

L.B. Singer 14 nha vin da vin hoa, da qudc gia. Tuy mang quéc tich Mi, tir
sau tham, ong ludn 1a nha van Do Thai. Nghién citu tir cai nhin ctia nén vin
chuong Do Thai la cach danh gia toan dién nhitng dong gép cuia cac tac gia la
ngudi Do Thai trong nén van chuong Mi. Trong Jewish America Literature (Van
hoc Do Thai — Mi) (2003), chwong Corney Island, USA: America in the Yiddish
literary imagination, David G. Roskies thdy vin xuéi cua I.B. Singer dan xen
nhiéu vin ban dan gian Do Thai (sach Talmud, kinh Zohar...) nhu khao khat lam
sbng lai qua khir truyén théng ctia ngudi Do Thai. Nha nghién ctru con phat hién
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer mang dau 4n cta nhitng méc cam sdng tao nghé thuat tir
kich ¢6 dién: “Ong hoan thanh mot nghé thuat cua chi nghia hién thuc ma quy,
dan vao thuat ngir ciia Torah, Talmud va Zohar; ngit diéu cia tuc ngit Do Thai;
miéu ta chi tiét phong canh Ba Lan tién chién; va xung dot tam giac phuc tap ki
bi cua tu nga, ban nga va siéu nga (fantastically complex triangular drama of Id,
Ego, and Superego)” [100,87]. Pay la ndi dung quan trong dugc chiing t6i ban
t6i trong 3 chuong luan van va tiép tuc dbi thoai. Tac gia bai viét “tham ma” cac
van ban truyén ngan 1.B. Singer tir 1i thuyét phan tdm hoc cua S. Freud xem vo
thac chi gigi han & mac cdm ca nhdan. Tuy nhién, trong luan van, chung t6i tan
ddng véi quan diém vé vé thirc tdp thé caa C.G. Jung khi tién hanh tham do cac
via ting c6 mau.

Nam 2004, trong A History of American Literature (Lich su van hoc Mj),
Richard Gray viét: “Mbi quan hé véi di san hdn hop cia ngudi Do Théi — Ba
Lan (the mixed inheritance of Polish Jews), durc tin va tap tuc truyén thong
(folkways) cua ho, cudc song thon qué hang ngay cua ho, chu nghia than bi va
ban ning tinh duc cua ho, cac mdi quan hé doi séng ca nhan cua ho, ong két
hop cai ki 40 véi cai hai hudc” [70,763]. Richard Gray danh gia tiéu thuyét
Meshugah nhu sau: I.B. Singer viét vé s6 phan nguoi Do Thai trong cudc tham
sat cua Phat xit Puc véi bau khong khi ngdt ngat. Khong khi cta cudn tiéu
thuyét duoc thé hién ngay tir nhan dé Meshugah. Meshuga trong tiéng Yiddish
c6 nghia 1a “dién, dién rd, dién cudng” (crazy, senseless, insane). Song “nhip
diéu tran thuat hai hudc va cai cudi gian di, chua cay” (antic narrative rhythms

andmad, mordant humour) la ctru cdnh c6 tac dung lam giam khong khi dau
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budn” [70,764].

Bai viét cia Michéfle Ratsaby vé tinh da vin héa (multicultural) trong sang
tac cua 1.B. Singer, in trong Mutilcultural writers since 1945: An A to Z guide
(Cdc nha van da van héa ké tir nam 1945: Chi dan tir A dén Z) (2004), chi ra tinh
da van hoa biéu hién qua cac chu dé co ban. Cuing chung s6 phan cta dan toc Do
Thai séng luu vong, tan mat, roi luu lac qua cac cudc chién tranh, chay trén khoi
cudc tham sat cua phat xit Buc, 1.B. Singer chay tir Ba Lan sang Mi. M6i truong
van hoa cua nhitng mién dat khdc da dem lai cho tac gia nhimg tri thirc vin hoa da
dang va trong mdi sang tac, nhitng nét vin héa cia nhidu quéc gia — dan toc hop
lyu trén mot trang van tao nén stc hap dan cua tinh da vin héa. Pa vian hoa tao
nén tinh ddi thoai trong chu dé, trong nhan thirc ctia cdc nhan vat, tao ra cai nhin
so sanh, dbi 1ap gitta van minh va kém van minh, qué khir va hién tai, dat nudc
ctia cong nghiép va mién dat cia nhitng con nguoi Kinh Thanh... Hon nita, tinh
da van hoa con toat 1én tr ngoén ngir Yiddish — ngdn ngir dugc 1am nén tir nhiing
nén vin hoa khac nhau cua nhitng nguoi Do Thai [98,469-470]. Poc cac sang tac
cua [.B. Singer tr ma “da van hoa” hira hen nhitng goi md tha vi cho ngudi doc
du phéan vao cudc choi: 76 choi da diém nhin (game of multi viewpoint).

Mary Allen Snodgrass phat hién cac sang tdc cua [.B. Singer mang dam
ddu dn cia van chiwong Gothic. Trong Encyclopedia of Gothic Literature (Bdch
khoa thur van hoc Gothic) (2005), éng viét: I.B. Singer 1a ngudi “c6 ning khiéu
sang tac van xudi hu cAu vé chu nghia than bi (mysticism), ma thudt (diabolism)
va truyén ddn gian ma quy (macabre folklore)”. Ong 16n 1én giita nhiing nguoi
ké chuyén di theo Kabbalism va linh hon quai go (dybbuck) va nhitng cdu
chuyén golem (golem tales) lay chat lidu tir cudc séng thuong nhat”. Hon nita,
I.B. Singer con chiu anh huéng boi tiéu thuyét trinh tham cua Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle va chu nghia siéu thuc cia Nikolai Gogol va Franz Kafka. Khi di cu tir Ba
Lan téi Mi, I.B. Singer “cé tim toi giong diéu va nhitng motif van chuong phu
hop (appropriate literary voice and motifs). Ong viét nhitng cot truyén siéu nhién
va nhitng cdu chuyén ma tim kiém & noi duy nhat trong tri thicc Gothic”. Ong tin
vao cac nhan vat nghich di va sach day & nghi trong mot cong dong am anh bai
ma quy, mot motif 6ng 1ap lai trong du ngon “Sw diét vong cua Kreshev” (1942)”
[121,319]. Phat hién cua Mary Allen Snodgrass vé tinh chat Gothic trong sang
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tac cua I.B. Singer giup chung toi c6 cai nhin thau triét khi xac dinh tinh chat dan
xen chong chéo cac thé loai trong truyén cia ong.

George Bodmer, trong Encyclopedia of folktales and fairy tales, Volumes 1 —
3 (Bdch khoa toan thuw truyén déan gian va truyén cé tich, Tap 1 — 3) (2008), khai
quat nhirng nét doc dao trong ndi dung cling nhu phong cach nghé thuat cua 1.B.
Singer. Truyén ngan cua 6ng thudng 13 nhimg “kham pha, tim hiéu thé gioi ton
gido, sy mé tin va tham nhap vao thé giGi hién dai” [46,869]. Bén canh nhiing
quan diém phé binh ca ngoi tinh doc dao trong thé gidi nghé thuat cua nha vin,
I.B. Singer con vap phai nhitng 1oi chi trich ctia cac nha phé binh khac: “thac day
duc vong, xuan ngdc, dm yéu caa con ngudi noi thi tran nho & qué huong éng”.
George Bodmer thiy dang sau nhimng cau chuyén tudong chimg hoang dudng, ma
quy khong lién quan t6i cudc sdng thuc tai ciia con ngudi lai 13 thit van xudi rat
hién thyc: “cac truyén ngan cua ong st dung hinh thtc ty sy dan gian (folklore
narrative) dé goi 1én mot thé giéi da mat” [46,869].

M&i lién hé giira truyén ngan 1.B. Singer véi cac yéu té dan gian Do Thai 1a
diém nodi bat ma nguoi doc co thé nhan thay trong hau hét cic sang tac clia ong.
Trong tiéu luan Elements Jewish Folklore in Isaac Bashevis Singer Short Stories
(Yéu t6 ddn gian trong truyén ngan lsaac Bashevis Singer) (2012), bang phuong
phap phan tich chon loc (4 truyén ngan cua Singer: Quy dng tir Cracow, Ong va
chdu, Gido hoang Zeidlus, Con quy cuéi cung), Hanna Ulbertova truy tim dau
vét dan gian Do Thai trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer. Theo d6, cac yéu td dan
gian Do Thai biéu hién o ba phwong dién nhu: yéu t6 huyén thoai
(mythological elements), yéu t6 Kinh Thanh (Bibical elements), cic yéu to
phong tuc va truyén théng (elements of customs and traditions). Mdi yéu tb nay
d3 dugc Hana Ulbertova trinh bay trong timg chuong cua tiéu luan. Tuy nhién,
Singer di tiép nhan nhiing yéu té nay mét cach chon loc va co su sang tao
riéng: “Singer va cac sang tac ctia ong khong chi anh hudng sau sic tir van hoa
dan gian Do Thai, ma cac yéu td ndy da dugc nha van cai bién” [127,6],
“Truyén ngan Singer khong chi ké thira nguyén ven van hoéa Do Thai. Ong dua
vao nhitng yéu té doc ddo trong truyén ngan ciia minh, thudng 1a qua nhitng mé

tin rii may, hay niém tin hoang duong. Chang han, Singer thay d6i mot chut vé



34

tén cua con quy Ketev Meriri thanh Ketev Mriri, hoac 6ng miéu ta con quy nhu
sinh vat c6 chan ngdng thay cho chan ga. Mit khac, Singer khong thay ddi cac
yéu t6 Kinh Thanh. Nguyén nhan c6 thé la Singer coi cac yéu to Kinh Thanh
quan trong hon nhiéu so v&i sy mé tin va than thoai” [127,40].

Gi6i thiéu nhitng nét tiéu biéu vé chan dung vin hoc I.B. Singer trong
buc tranh van hoc Mi — Do Thai, Gloria L. Cronin va Alan L. Berger, trong
Encyclopedia of Jewish American Literature (Bdch khoa toan thw vé vin hoc
M7 — Do Thai) (2013), cho thay 1.B. Singer khong chi anh hudng tir cac nha
van hién dai nhu Gogol, Dostoievsky, Isaac Isabel, Isaac Loeb Peretz,
Nathaniel Hawthorne, William Faulkner ma sang tac cta 6ng c6 méi lién hé
mat thiét véi van hoa truyén thong dan gian Do Thai: “Ong v& trén nhiing ki
trc dan gian Do Thai, nhitng phong tuc t6n gio, nhiing truyén thuyét than bi
dé tao nén hinh hai cho hang loat tac phém tir hién thuc dén ki ao. Ong thuc
hi¢n chung theo nhiing cach lam kinh dong doc gia va gdy ngac nhién cho cac
tac gia khac. Ong dic biét chu trong dén vai trd ctia dao Do Thai va tinh Do
Thai trong doi séng cia cac nhan vat, nhitng nguoi bi diéu khién boi dam mé
ma quai trong 1ong va phép thuat, su cam dd va chu nghia kho hanh, di gido
va su hién dang ton gido” [77,278].

Thix sau, Phé binh Tam Ii - phan tam hoc (Psychology Criticism): 1.B.
Singer khong chi tai hoa trong nhiing trang van viét vé ton gido, truyén théng
van héa Do Thai, ma cha dé thé tuc, dac biét tinh yéu va sex la nhiing dé tai co
sic hap dan manh mé dbi voi ong. N6 1am cho truyén ngan cta dng gan hon véi
doi séng, qua trinh dao sau doi séng tAm than con ngudi 13 hanh trinh hiéu thau
con ngudi, ké ca nhitng phan chim khuat trong vo thac, nhitng phan bi/ dugc hoa
trang bang vo van nhitng I6p mat na nhan cach.

Trao d6i véi Richard Burgin trong Conversations with Isaac Bashevis Singer
(Nhaing cugdc tro chuyén véi Isaac Bashevis Singer) (1985), LB. Singer phat biéu
quan niém cia minh vé ¥ nghia cta sex trong viéc kham pha doi séng con nguoi:
“Mot ngudi phai ¢ mbi lién lac véi nhan loai cho dui anh ta mudn hay khong. Toi
muén ndi mbi lién lac tot nhat véi nhan loai 1a thong qua tinh yéu va tinh duc. O
day, ban hoc dugc nhiéu diéu vé cudc sdng, bai trong tinh duc va tinh yéu con

nguoi, nhan vat dugc dugc boc 16 nhicu hon bat ki noi nao. Téi muon noi, mot
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ngudi dan 6ng trong xa hoi ¢ thé dong vai trd 1a mot ngudi vo cuing manh mé,
nhung trong tinh duc anh ta c6 thé tut xudng vi thé mot dura tré, hay mot dua tiéu
yéu. Co quan sinh duc 14 co quan nhay cam nhat cta con ngudi. [...] Co quan sinh
duc biéu hién tam hon con nguoi nhiéu hon bat ki phin nao trén co thé. Ching
khong néi vong vo. Ching néi ra sy that mot cach tan nhan. That tét dé ddi pho
V6i tinh that thuong caa chung, nhung ching tham chi con dién rd hon tri ndo”
[48,33]. Kham pha doi song con ngudi trong ldnh thd cua sex gitip tac gia kham
phé va hoan thién d?ly du, chan that “ban do tim hdn” cua cic nhan vat.

Chaim Grade khi danh gia truyén ngin Yent! nam sinh truong dong trong
Follow My Foorprints: Changing Images of Women in American Jewish Fiction
(Theo nhitng ddu chdn: Su thay déi hinh twong phu nit trong vin xudi hir cdu Do
Thai — M7) (1992) nhan thay biéu hién chéch hudng tinh duc ¢ Yentl, cling nhu
mot s6 nhan vat nit ddng tinh khac: “Nhan vat caa Singer thuong duge miéu ta
rat 1anh cam trong khi I8 ra 1a cudng duc va cb chap, ngdc nghéch trong khi 18 ra
132 quyén rii. Su khat tinh cta phu nir hién dai dugc Singer miéu ta trong rat nhiéu
chi tiét va voi mot y thirc thay doi 1o rét” [61,141].

V6i bai viét Empathy with the Devil, Isaac Bashevis Singer and the deadly
pleasure of misogyny (Su cam thong véi qQuy, Isaac Bashevis Singer va khodi cam
cuc doan ciia tinh ghét két hén) trong Eight lessons in Love: A Domestic Violence
Reader (Tdm bai hoc trong tinh yéu: Mot cach doc vé bao hanh gia dinh) (1997),
cung véi hé thong nhan vat dong tinh, Mark Spilka nhan thay nhan vat cua I.B.
Singer c6 biéu hién cua tinh ghét dan ba (misogyny) [122]. Viét vé dé tai dong
tinh, truyén ngan I.B. Singer gop phan thé hién tu tuéng pha v& cau tric gidi.
Trong Women, Myth, and the Feminine Prineciple (Phu niz, than thogi va nguyén
tdc tinh niv) (1998), Bettina L. Knapp chi ra xu huéng giai kién tao va thoi trang
caa phu nir hién dai (gender decontruction and the fashioning of modern woman)
trong truyén ngan Yentl nam sinh trieong dong voi hanh trinh gia trai caa nhan
vat déng tinh nit Yentl [80,209].

1.1.2. Nghién ciru truyén ngan 1.B. Singer ¢ Viét Nam

I.B. Singer duoc biét dén o Viét Nam tir 1975 tré vé trude thong qua cac
ban dich ctia Huynh Thuc Sinh do nha xuat ban Ki nguyén méi phat hanh: Né /¢
(1974), Tinh em vé canh (1974), Kiép nguwoi ¢é quanh (1975). Nam 1989, Nha
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Xuat ban Tong hop Song Bé cho ra mat Tim lai nguwoi tinh nam xwa do Lé Thanh
dich tir tiéu thuyét The Slave.

Truyén ngan 1.B. Singer duoc gigi thiéu & Viét Nam mudn hon so véi tiéu
thuyét. Tinh t6i thoi diém ndm 2017, chua c6 mot tap truyén ngén nao cua I.B.
Singer duoc dich sang tiéng Viét. Trong qua trinh thu thap tai li€u, ching toi
théng ké duogc s6 truyén ngin L.B. Singer duoc dich sang tiéng Viét 1a 12 truyén
lay tir nhirng tap truyén khac nhau. Cu thé nhu sau: Tran Dodn Nho (Zaibele va
con quy), Lé Huy Béc (Gimpel thang ngéc, Mét nguoi ban cia Kafka), Pao Thu
Hang (Bai giang), Vi Pinh Binh (Hi sinh), My Ha (Xdyton va Ricon), Ha Vii
Trong (Spinoza Phé Chg), Pham Vit Lta Ha (Pdm chdy), Lé Viét Anh (Xom di
cu), Pham Viém Phuong (Mgt ngay o dao Corney), Nhat Chiéu (Cdu hoi khung
khiép), Ngo Thanh Tuan (Elka va Meir).

Nhin chung, Isaac Bashevis Singer c6 18 van 1a cai tén xa la voi doc gia va
cac nha nghién ctru phé binh Viét Nam. Céc cong trinh nghién ciu vé dng con
hét sirc khiém tn so véi su dong gop ki vi ciia tac gia trong nén van chuong Mi
noi riéng va van chuong nhan loai néi chung.

Lé Pinh Clc, v6i bai viét Nhitng nha van dwoc giai Nobel in trong cudn
Van hoc Mi, qud khir va hién tgi Xuat ban nam 1997, gidi thiéu vé su nghiép
van hoc cua I.B. Singer. Bai viét tuy ngan gon nhung di thdy dugc nhirng nét
rat dac trung trong thé gioi nghé thuat cia tac gia. P6 1a nhiing tac pham cua
I.B. Singer chiu anh hudng sau sac tir truyén thong van hoéa dan gian Do Thai.
Céc tac pham dugce dan bén, chong chéo véi nhidu van ban khac, gop phan mo
rong bién do cua tac pham. Su khang dinh cua Lé Pinh Clc nhu huéng toi
cach doc lién van ban cho cac sang tac ctia I.B. Singer: “Hau nhu toan bo Su
nghiép sang tac cua Singer 13 mét ban trudng thién vé ban than 6ng va cong
dong Do Thai. Bat nguon tir cam hing thoi tho au caa minh, Singer lam song
lai nhitng nét van hoa ryuc rd cua dat nude Ba Lan va nhiing tin ngudng truyén
théng caa nguoi Do Thai” [18,154].

Nguoi cé nhitng dong gop trong viéc gidi thiéu va nghién ctru chuyén sau
hon vé LB. Singer 1a Lé Huy Bac. Nam 2005, trong cong trinh Truyén ngdn, Ii
ludgn tdc gia va tic pham (tap 2) [2], muc “Truyén ngan Nhai”, Lé Huy Bic
nghién ciru mot trong nhirng truyén ngan tiéu biéu nhat cua I.B. Singer 1a Gimpel
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thang ngéc. Tiép dén 1a cong trinh Lich s van hoc Hoa Ky, nam 2010, Lé Huy
Bic di dem dén cai nhin toan dién hon vé ndi dung chu dé trong sang tac cua
LB. Singer: “sy xung d6t, mau thuin giita truyén théng voi doi méi, gitta mot
bén 1a thé gidi bén kia ctia chii nghia than bi mo dao véi mot bén 1a tu do, hoai
nghi cua chu nghia hu vo trong nhan thuc cua con nguoi” [3,804]. Nhiing noi
dung lién van ban véi ton gido va hién thuc lich st ma & d6 con nguoi tré thanh
nhitng nhip cau bic ngang cac nén vin hoa, xau chudi cic van ban khac nhau:
“Singer thuong st dung cdc dé tai, mé tip va cdc huyén thoai cé6 Do Thdi trong
sang tac cua minh”. O bai viét vé Gimpel thang ngéc, Lé Huy Bac nhan thay
day 1a tic pham c6 tinh chét nhai da tang bac, hoa hop gitra tiéng cudi va ¥
nghia triét 1i sau sac. Truyén la sy giao thoa/ nhai/ ddi thoai véi Kinh Thanh va
truyén dan gian bang bién phap “déi thoai hoa tu sy”. Nhitng tiéng cuoi vang
1én tao hiéu ing nguoc tro lai & nguoi doc, “tao nén mdt ca nhan thuc lai Kinh
Thanh bang phép nhai sau sic vo cing. Hoa ra, Kinh Théanh ciing c6 chd khong
that hoan hao” [3,808-809]. Véi cach thtrc di thoai hoa tu su, 1.B. Singer tao
khoang tréng dé ngudi doc tham du va tu tim cau tra loi cling nhu ty minh dua
ra thai do, quan diém trong cach dénh gia van dé. Tac gia da khang dinh:
“Nhung ¢ thoi hau hién dai, nguoi ta khong tin vao chuyén hoang duong iy
nita. Vay nén cach ndi cia Gimpel ham chira tinh d6i thoai nhung khong hé
khang dinh. Su khang dinh s& duoc dua ra tir phia ngudi doc. Nhung dau cho
ngudi doc c6 dua ra y kién cia riéng minh thi y kién do6 ciing khé c6 thé duoc
thira nhan 1a dang hay sai” [3,809]. Tinh chét ddi thoai véi Kinh Thanh va céac
truyén ké dan gian 1a hinh thuc chong chéo ciia cac md hinh truyén ké, cua céac
dang thuc tran thuat. Tinh chat nhai khong chi thé hién qua noi dung ma hinh
thic nghé thuat, & day 1a thé loai, mang trong nd y nghia nhai nhitng thé loai
truyén ké khac.

Trong bai viét vé truyén ngan Bai giang, Lé Huy Bac lam sang 16 than phan
nguoi Do Thai trong bac tranh lich st hdu phat xit. Nhitng ngudi Do Thai di dan
phai ganh chiu nhiing di chung xau vé thé xac ciing nhu cam thay xa la, lac 1ong.
Mot bue tranh hoang tan d6 nat ciia nhitng con ngudi d6i mat véi tham hoa huy
diét duoc dung 1én nhu 10i t6 cdo toi 4c ciia phat xit, 1én an su ding dung vo cam

ctia con nguoi: “No6 khong chi ¢6 gia tri t0 cao ti ac cuia phat xit, toi 10i cua
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nhitng con nguoi thoi hau chién ma con khoi goi 1én trong long ngudi doc cam
gidc hoang mang bo vo cia con ngudi trén hanh trinh xac 14p ban thé. Duong
nhu chung ta déu ngii quén trén chinh sy danh mat ban thé ciia minh. Sy tho o
ctia con nguoi Véi ddng loai tiép tay cho su mat mat d6” [3,815].

Luan vin thac si (2007) cua Nguyén Thi Thanh Giang, Nghé thudt truyén
ngan cua Isaac Bashevis Singer 1a cong trinh nghién ciru ¢6 quy mé va kha ning
bao quat nhét ¢ ta tir trude toi nay vé truyén ngan caa I.B. Singer (Pham vi khao
sat: 21 truyén ngdn do tac gia luan van lya chon). Nguyén Thi Thanh Giang chi
ra tinh doi thogi trong truyén ngan cia tac gia nhu mot nguyén tic trong tu twong
nghé thuat cua 1.B. Singer, 1am hién 1én thé gi6i nhan vat phong phu da dang,
nhiéu mau sic tua nhu mot “vil tru hdn don”. Cac nhén vat cua ong khong thuan
nhat hoic xau hoic tét, hoic cao ca hoac thap hén, hoac ngc nghéch hoic thong
thai... ma 1a tat ca, 13 tong hoa cua moi diéu trong cudc sdng nhu ban chat cua
con ngudi. Trong ban thin moéi Mot nhan vat ciing 13 mot thé gisi da tap duogc
tao nén tir nhiéu phan tudng nhu ddi 1ap loai trir nhau, né tn tai théng nhét va
ludn dau tranh trong y thic caa nhan vat. Song song voi qua trinh dau tranh 13
hanh trinh trai nghiém cua cai toi ban thé, cai t6i tu nhan thuc va y thic vé
nhitng gia tri dao dtrc va thim mi. Chuong thtr 3 cua luan van, Mau sac huyén
thogi, 1a cach dat nhiing truyén ngan cua 1.B. Singer trong mdi quan hé véi coi
nguodn vian hoc dan gian Do Thai (Midras). Nguyén Thi Thanh Giang khang
dinh: “Sy khoi ngudn va gian bo voi vin hoc, van hoa dan gian di mang lai cho
truyén ngan Singer nét doc dao. Mac du viét vé thé gisi siéu nhién nhung
thuong cac cau chuyén cua 6ng khong lam cho nguoi doc kinh hai, hoang sgo.
Chét huyén thoai dan cai vé&i hién thuc cia cudc song hang ngiy, hoang
duong nhung lai rat quen thudc vi nd c6 cdi ngudn tir nhitng cau chuyén cod
tich, than tién vén da gan bé vdi mdi chung ta tir thud tho au, véi cai thé gisi
ctia nhitng chang ngoc, nhiing ¢6 dau, chang ré, nhitng con quy, cac vi thanh,
su tai sinh... Nhung tudi tho d6 vira gan giii, quen than lai vira ¢ cai gi that
khéc la boi nét mai mé, doc dao trong sy tai hién cua nha van. Ong dd mang
hoi thé cia nhitng van dé nong bong trong cudc séng hién tai thoi vao thé gisi
co tich 4y, dwa dén cho nguoi doc nhiéu trai nghiém doc dao, goi 1én nhitng
van dé muédn thud cua cudc séng” [12,65-66]. Thuc chat cai ma Nguyén Thi
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Thanh Giang goi tén “huyén thoai” 1a su phic hop ctia nhiéu thé loai van hoc
dan gian, chua c6 sy phan chia rd rang ranh gidi cta cac thé loai. Tac gia luan
van goi chung tit cac cac ngudn anh huong co tich, truyén thuyét, than
thoai... 1a kho vé tdn huyén thogi.

Mau sdc dan gian trong “Gimpel thang ngoc” cua Isaac Bashevis Singer
cua Nguyén Thi Thu Dung, in trong Van hoc hdu hién dai li thuyét va thuc tién,
nim 2012, ban luan truc tiép vé tinh chat folkore trong mot truyén ngan cu thé
va tiéu biéu nhat caa LB. Singer 1a Gimpel thang ngoc. Tac gia cho thdy vin
phong cua LB. Singer c6 su két hop cua hai 16i viét truyén thong va hdu hién
dai, dé lai 4n tuong cho doc gia vé “nguoi ké chuyén tai hoa tinh té, luon biét
khoi dong cdi ngudn van hoa cia dan toc trong cac cau chuyén ké giau cam
xuc trir tinh” [4,174]. Nha van, y thic hay vo thuc, sir dung cac cau chuyén
dan gian nhu 1a chat liéu cho nhitng truyén ngin ctia minh, “lam séng day
trong ki (rc manh liét cua nha vin trd thanh chat liéu dan gian dam da phong
vi vian chuong” [4,174]. O Gimpel thang ngdc, ta “doc” thdy nhiéu motif
truyén ké trong van hoc dan gian Do Théi va nhiing khong gian van hoa gan
lién v&i mot ngay 18 Do Thai ndo d6, nhu ngdy Sabbath, 18 Pau nam, 18 Vuot
Qua, 1& Cit bi,... canh cau nguyén & nha nguyén hay tai gido duong cua
nhirng nguoi dan Do Thai vo cung mo dao mot muc ton tho va kinh phung
Chtia. Bic biét, khong khi cua nhitng ngay 1& hoi thuong tro di tra lai trong
nhitng truyén ngan cua I.B. Singer nhu goi nhé tdi khong khi 18 hoi Carnaval
dn a0, soi dong “rat nhiéu tiéng noi tranh cai, ty do, binh déng va rat nhiéu
tiéng cuoi gion gid tao nén mot bau khong khi dan chu, suong si than mat”.
Truyén ngan 1.B. Singer khéng sir dung cac cau chuyén dan gian Do Thai don
thuan nhw mét chdt liéu ma ong nhao nan tao thanh chat mgi cho truyén ngan
“két hop dugc nét lang man, huyén ao cua ¢ tich va truyén thuyét dan cai voi
sy s6ng hién hitu caa hién thuc” [4,176].

1.2. Nghién ciru c¢6 miu trong truyén ngin LB. Singer

C6 thé noi, trong sd nhiing tai liéu, cong trinh nghién ciiu vé truyén ngan ching
t6i c6 duge dén thoi diém nam 2017, chua c6 mot cong trinh nao nghién ctiu cu the
Vvé €O mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Hau nhu cac bai viét khac méi chi dung &
viéc dinh danh mét s6 ¢é mdu trong truyén caa ong song khong hé phan tich, li giai
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nhitng ¢6 mAu nay (ngoai trir bai viét cua S. Grebstein 13 d3 di sau phan tich ¥ nghia
cua ¢6 mau banh mi va su sinh nd trong truyén ngan Gimpel thang ngoc).

1.2.1. Nghién ciru cé mdu trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer 6 nuwdc ngoai

Gimpel 1a nhan vat chinh cua truyén ngan Gimpel thang ngéc, mot trong
trong truyén ngan noi tiéng nhat cua 1.B. Singer. Ngay tir tén goi cua nhan vat
cling goi ra cho ngudi doc vé Kiéu nhan vat pho bién trong cac truyén ké dan
gian Do Thai — nhan vat ngdc nghéch. Va hinh tuong nhan vat Gimpel cua
Singer ¢6 mdi lién hé rat mat thiét véi ¢d6 mau nhan vat ngdc nghéch trong
van hoc dan gian Do Théi noi riéng va van hoc phuong Tay ndi chung. Paul
N. Seigel, trong Gimpel and the Archetype of the Wise Fool (Gimpel va ¢
mdu Thang ngoc minh triét) (1969), goi do 1a archetypal figure (nhan vat co
mau). C6 mau déan gian nay tiép tuc dugc sir dung trong van hoc thai trung co,
phuc hung, hién dai. D6 1a qua trinh “lai giéng” cua c6 miu va duoc cap thém
nhitng ¥ nghia mai cho ¢6 mau. Gimpel cua I.B. Singer khong chi dugc miéu
ta ngdc nghéch nhu ban tinh ty nhién, kém tri tué ma cao hon, 4n néu trong su
ngdc nghéch ay 1a ca mot tri tué trac viét: “Gimpel khac nhiing biéu hién cb
mau khéc, ¢d mau Yiddish cling nhu céc ¢6 mau khac, & do, nhan vat 1a sy thé
hién su sang tao cua Singer theo phong cach riéng biét, hoa tron dirc tin va su
hoai nghi” [68,161].

C6 thé noi, Singer’s Shrewd “Gimpel”: Bread and Childbirth (Gimpel khén
ngoan cua Singer: Banh mi va Sy sinh no) (1986) cua Sheldon Grebstein, in trong
Recovering the Canon: Essays on Isaac Bashevis Singer (Hoi phuc tiéu chuan:
Nhizng tiéu lugn vé Isaac Bashevis Singer), la bai viét tim hiéu vé& ¢6 mau trong
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer qua trudng hop mot truyén ngan tiéu biéu Gimpel the Fool
ti mi nhat trong s6 nhiing tai liéu nghién ctu vé tac 1.B. Singer chiing toi bao quat
dugc. Sheldon Grebstein khong ding o viéc dinh danh nhitng ¢6 mau trong
Gimpel thang ngac, 6ng da di sau phan tich y nghia ctia cac ¢6 mau trong viéc thé
hién ndi dung tu tuong cua tac pham. Khong chi nhin nhan Gimpel, nhan vat
trung tdm cua truyén, nhu 13 nhan vat ngdc nghéch — kiéu nhan vat pho bién trong
van hoc dan gian Do Thai va cac nudc trén thé gidi, tac gia bai viét da co mot phat

hién bat ngo. Ong cho rang, I.B. Singer d3 sir dung phuong phap c6 mau dé xay
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dung cac nhan vat trong truyén: “Khi chiing ta pha v& vé bé ngoai gia tao cua
“Gimpel”, do d6, ching ta kham pha ra mot cu triic biéu twong phac tap va sau
sic (deep and complex symbolic structure) t6 chirc nén hanh dong, kich héa nhan
vat va dé tai. Su g xir v&i nhitng thir thach ndi bat va hién nhién, va chién thang
sau cung ctia duc tin chat phac thuc sy 1am nén ba mé hinh y nghia dan bén vao
nhau, mdi md hinh bao gdm nhiing nguyén tic d6i lap hodc twong phan: nam gigi
Véi nir gici (male versus female), su thdt véi gia déi (truth versus falsehood), long
tot Véi de doc (kindness versus cruelty). Boi nhitng dé tai nay duoc biéu hién &
cac nhan vat, noi dung, su kién va motif dac trung tao thanh két céu truyén ké cua
cac tac pham, nén c6 thé mo ta mot cach chinh xac phuong phap cua Singer ¢ day
1a phuong phap huyén thoai hay phuong phap c6 mau” [88,59]. Khang dinh “bdnh
mi va sir sinh NG 1a cap doi motif quan trong va tiéu biéu nhat trong truyén
ngén nay, Sheldon Grebstein cho rang: “Motif nguyén thuy nay xuat phat tir ¢o
MAau vai trd ctia nam va nit (archetypal roles of male and female), Adam va
Eva, nhu dd duoc ghi trong Sang thé ki: rang ngudi nam s& budc phai cung cap
banh mi, rang ngudi nit s& sinh con trong dau dén” [88,59]. Mdi quan hé gitra
Adam va Eva trong Sdng thé ki véi tu cach 13 ¢6 miu vai tro ciia ngudi nam va
nit da cho phép tac gia bai viét 1i giai vi sao Gimpel ludn phai chiu dyng moi
tro lira ddi ciia nguoi dan Frampol va Elka vo anh, ludn phai tin ngay ca khi
anh ta biét diéu d6 khong c6 that, va ong goi d6 1a “hoi chimg Adam” (the
Adam syndrome). Hoi chimg nay biéu hién ¢ Gimpel rat r3, nhan vat da nhic
di nhéc lai nhiéu lan cau néi trong Kinh Thanh, “Shoulders are from God and
burdens too” (Péi vai tir Chia, va ganh ning ciing vay), dé tiép tuc chap nhan
bi lira déi, va ciing 1a cach gin gitr duc tin. Qua qua trinh phan tich truyén ngan
Gimpel thang ngéc xoay quanh c6 mau vai trd ctia Gimpel/ Adam va Elka/
Eva, Sheldon Grebstein da cho réng, co 1§, truyén ngén nay la “du ngdn vé
nguoi Do Thai”. Vi phuong phap phan tich ¢cd6 mau trong truyén ngan Gimpel
thang ngac, bai viét da giup chung toi hiéu hon vé phuong phap va cach tiép
can co mau: doc, kham pha, li giai c6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer khong
chi trong mdi quan hé véi ma van hoc dan gian, ma ca mai ton gido, dic biét

Cuu woc 1a mot trong nhiing kho 16n nhat “cat gidu” c6 mau Do Thai. Pay la
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mat chi dau quan trong gitp chang toi ¢6 dinh hudng trong qua trinh “goi day”,
“d4nh thirc” nhitng ¢6 mau “nga mé” trong van ban truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.

Nam 1988, trong chuong 6 cua chuyén luan Understanding Isaac Bashevis
Singer (Hiéu vé Isaac Bashevis Singer), Lawrence S. Friedman mic du khong
truc tiép nghién ctru vé ¢6 mau trong truyén ngén 1.B. Singer song ddi luc, trong
qua trinh phén tich ndi dung cac truyén ngan, tac gia chuyén luan di goi tén mot
s6 ¢6 miu nhu: €6 mau ludn Ii (moral archetype), cé mau ban sdc (archetypal
identity), c6 mau dém luu day Do Thdi (archetypal night of Jewish exile) [62].
Lawrence S. Friedman khiang dinh, mét bo phan ¢6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer, “cc ¢6 mau luan li (moral archetypes) thuong duoc ldy tir nhiing lang
qué héo lanh (shtetl) & Ba Lan” [62,188]. Bic biét, c6 mau Kinh Thanh (Bibical
archetype) in dau dam nét trong tdm thirc ké cua Singer. Tén ctia nhan vat goi ra
mot hé théng nhan vat trong cac sach ton gido nhu Kinh Thanh, Torah, Talmud,
Cabala voi nhitng cai tén quen thudc: Noah, Abba, Job, Methuselah. Nhiing béi
canh va sy kién c6 miu lién tuc duoc goi gan: “Quéan Pic ném bom xudng
Frampol, pha hay nha ctra va day anh vao c6 mau dém luu day Do Thai, cudi
cung danh bat anh ta ra khoi bén db truyén thong” [62,197].

Truyén ngan |.B. Singer duong nhu duoc viét trong su gan két véi kho
truyén ké dan gian Do Thai. Edward Alexander véi bai viét Archetypal Tales:
Memory and Survival (Truyén ké cé mdu: Ki irc va tan tich) trong lsaac Bashevis
Singer: A Study of the short Fiction (Isaac Bashevis Singer: Mot nghién ciru
truyén ngan) (1990) da chi ra cac mo hinh truyén ké trong truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer dya trén cac truyén ké c6 mau Kinh Thanh. Nhiing nhan vat Do Thai cia
ong khong chi nhd va hoi tuang vé nhimg gi da xay ra trong cudc doi cia ho, ma
“ki niém cua ho kéo tré vé qua trai nghiém tap thé cua dan ho (collective
experience of their people), moi con dudng tré vé véi to tién trén ndi Sinai”
[39,28]. Qua khir d6i voi ngudi Do Théi 1a mot trai nghiém dau don va no sé 1a
mi khoa quan trong dé 1i giai nhitng trai nghiém cua cac nhan vat cta ong: “ki
niém qua khtr 1a mot yéu té trung tam cua trai nghiém Do Thai” [39,29]. Pong
thoi, véi nguoi Do Thai, Kinh Thanh da tré nén than thudc gén gtii nhu khi troi,

nhu mau thit, 1a bach khoa toan tu vé doi Séng va tdm hon Do Thai, nén sang tac
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clia cac nha vin bao gio cling 14 nhitng cau chuyén duoc ké lai (retelling) tir “su
v6 tan cta ¢6 mAu Kinh Thanh” (timelessness of bibical archetypes) [39,29] va
“tat ca trai nghiém Do Thai 1a mot sy tai hién ¢ mau Kinh Thanh” [3931].
Khong chi tim thiy nhitng c6 mau nhan vat, biéu tuong, hinh anh thuoc Kinh
Thanh trong trong truyén ngin I.B. Singer, ma cach to chic truyén ké cua ong
cling mang bong dang cua cham ngon (device) va phung du (allegory) - nhiing
hinh thuc truyén ké rat dic trung cua Kinh Thanh.

Nhirng nhan vat ngbc nghéch trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer di ra tir nhiing
cd6 miu Kinh Thanh (Bibical archetypes). Trong luin an tién si tai Pai hoc
Calicut (An D), Schelimiel as Paradigm: The Hero in Selected Fiction of Isaac
Bashevis Singer (Nguwoi ngoc/ nguoi bat hanh nhw mét hinh mdu: Nhédn vt
trong Tuyén tdp van xudi hw cdu Isaac Bashevis Singer) (2000), B.V. Lasithe
viét: “Nhiing truyén ké vé dirc tin va su sdng sot ciing 13 nhitng truyén ké huyén
diéu loi dung tinh v0 tan cua cac ¢d6 miu Kinh Thanh (Bibical archetype)”
[86,116]. Nhan vat ngc nghéch 1a kiéu nhan vét chinh trong nhiéu truyén ngan
cua I.B. Singer, va 13 kiéu nhan vat phd bién trong truyén ké dan gian cta cac
dan toc trén thé giéi. Pén van hoc hién dai va hau hién dai, kiéu nhan vat nay
duoc tro lai trong mot hinh hai méi — ngudi ngde minh triét (the wise fool).

1.2.2. Nghién citu cé6 méu trong truyén ngin I.B. Singer ¢ Viét Nam

Tim hiéu truyén ngan 1.B. Singer tir 1i thuyét ¢6 mau & Viét Nam vén con 1a
khoang trong trong nghién ctu Vé tic gia nay. C6 thé néi, luan vin thac si cta ching
t6i, nam 2014, 1a cong trinh dau tién nghién ¢6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.
Tiép d6, nam 2015, Lé Huy Bac, trong mét bai bao khoa hoc, dung lai dé phan tich
ngan gon vé cé mau chiéc guwong than trong mot truyén ngan cua 1.B. Singer.

Trong bai viét “C6 miu nhu siéu lién ki hiéu trong van chuong” in trén
Nghién ciru Van hoc (2015), tir viéc phéan tich su bién hinh cta nhitng c6 mau
van chuong trong truyén ngan The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog, and
the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat (Cho tu nghi minh la méo va méo tw nghi
minh la ché), mdt truyén ngan viét cho thiéu nhi caa I.B. Singer in trong tap
Stories for Children (Truyén danh cho thiéu nhi), Lé Huy Béic khang dinh:

“Isaac Bashevis Singer 1a mot trong nhitng nha vin tao duoc tinh ddi thoai doc
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dao v6i hé ¢6 mau cii” [5], boi ong nhan thay: “Chiéc guong & day khong con
nghia 13 “vat soi 16i” cho con nguodi ma tré thanh “vat gay rdi”... chiéc guong
can thiép dén doi séng con ngudi nhu mot “trd lec” chir khong phai 1a mot
“phuc than™” [5]. Nhitng 6 mau, theo Lé Huy Bic, “c6 tinh ddi thoai doc dao
v6i hé ¢6 miu cii” s& duge chung t6i dinh danh 1a phdn dé cé mau trong qua
trinh phan tich c6 mau & luan 4n nay.

Niam 2014, chung t6i di c6 nhitng két qua budc dau nghién ctu van dé co
mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer trong luan van thac si Cé mau trong “Tuyén
tdp truyén ngan Isaac Bashevis Singer”, tai truong Pai hoc Su pham Ha Noi.
Luan vin tim hiéu, phan tich cac c¢6 mau biéu twong trong truyén ngin 1.B.
Singer (pham vi khao sat 1a Tuyén tdp truyén ngdn lsaac Bashevis Singer) véi
3 ¢6 mau biéu twong tiéu biéu Nwéc, Lira, Pat - nhitng biéu twong gan lién voi
cd mau sang thé, va déu mang tinh luong dién vua thé hién y ni¢m vé khoi
ngudn sy sdng Vira toat 1én y nghia hay diét, chét choc, va tham hoa. Nhitng két
qua thu duoc tir luan van giup chung t6i linh hoi duge phuong phép tiép can ¢b
mau trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer va xac dinh tdm thé viét ciia 6ng luon gan két
v6i kho vo thuc tap thé Do Théi va nhan loai, dé trong luan 4n nay, chung toi
manh dan mé rgng pham vi khdo sdt va khéng dieng lgi 6 c6 mdu biéu twreng
ma tién xa hon nira trong cudc do tham va phat kién kho c¢6 miu trong truyén
ngan 1.B. Singer giau trir lugng va phong pht vé ching loai: cé mau biéu frong,
Co Mdu nhdn vdt, c6 mau cot truyén, cé mdu motif, cé mdu truyén ké,... Ching
t6i khong dwa vao cach phan loai ¢6 mau nhu mot cong thire dé soi chiéu vao
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer ma tién hanh khai quat tir van ban truyén ngan cia ong
dé nhan dién va 1i giai hé thong cé mdu phai sinh.

Tiéu két chwong 1

Truyén ngan 1.B. Singer tro thanh déi twong nghién cia cua nhicu cong
trinh, chuyén luan, luan an, luan van, khoa luan t6t nghiép, bai bao khoa hoc trén
thé gioi, nhu Anh, Mi, Séc, Phan Lan, An D9, Viét Nam... Nhiing cong trinh
nay da ban dén nhiéu van dé trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer, tir noi dung cho téi
nghé thuat, phong cach sang tac... O luan an nay, ching t6i da phan loai cac

cong trinh nghién ctiru d6 theo cac hudng tiép can: phé binh tiéu str, phé binh xa
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hoi hoc, phé binh dé tai, phé binh hinh thuc luan, nghién ctru so sanh, phé binh
tam 1i — phan tim hoc. DAu khong truc tiép ban luan vé ¢6 mau trong truyén ngan
L.B. Singer nhung cac tai liéu trén gitip chung t6i co cai nhin twong dbi day du hon
vé nhitng van dé lién quan téi truyén ngan 1.B. Singer, va d6 ciing 13 cach cac tac
gia tiém can c6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer, hoic tir binh dién lich sir xa
hoi, hoic tir binh dién van héa. Hai binh dién nay trd thanh c& sé quan trong doi
V6i nghién ciru phé binh ¢6 mau. Bac biét, nhiig bai bai viét cua Paul N. Seigel,
Lawrence S. Friedman, Edward Alexander, B.V. Lasithe, Sheldon Grebstein, Lé
Huy Bic,... di budc dau dit ra van dé nghién ciru ¢ mau trong truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer, tuy chua thanh hé théng, song da giup chung t6i c6 thém cai nhin vé cac
dang thic ¢6 mau trong truyén ngan cua 6ng. Nhimg ¥ kién cta cac nha nghién
ctru phé binh vé truyén ngan 1.B. Singer dd phan nao khoi md dé ching toi dit ra
van dé nghién ctru c6 mau trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.
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Chuwong 2
CO MAU ME

Thé giéi nhan vat trong truyén ngan Isaac Bashevis Singer phong phti nhu
“mot vii tru hdén don, da sic mau” [11,37]. Ho c6 thé 1a ngudi Do Théi hay
nhitng ngudi khong phai Do Thai, gido si, nha vin, ma, quy, c6 thé 1a dan ong,
dan ba hoic nhitng nguoi dong tinh... Trong d6, nhan vat nit chiém vi tri vo
cling quan trong trong sang tac ctia I.B. Singer. Nhan vt nir trong truyén ngan
I.B. Singer ciing hét suc da dang va sinh dong vai nhimng tinh cach khac nhau,
tham chi 1a ddi 1ap nhau. Tuy nhién, chung ta c¢6 thé tim thdy soi day ndi két
huyén nhiém gitra thé gigi hién dai v6i con ngudi xa xua thong qua cac ¢d mau,
Viéc goi 1én ¢d6 mau trong cc hinh trong nhan vat gitp ta hiéu nhan vat trong bé
day tram tich ciia qua trinh van dong va phat trién, thay dwoc miu sb chung
trong cach tiép can nhan vat nit, va nhitng bién hoa sinh dong cua mau sé ay
duéi ngoi but diy ma luc cua bac thay truyén ké 1.B. Singer.

Cb mau nhan vt (character archetype) 1 nhitng hinh miu nhan vat ¢ xua,
nhan vat dudi cai nhin ¢d6 mau la nhitng bién thé cta c6 miu nhan vat duoc thé
hién qua cac sang tac vin hoc dudi 6ng kinh van hoa. C6 thé ké dén mot sé dang
cd mau nhan vat nhu: anh hung, chién binh, tré tho, me, thong thai, ngéc nghéch,
bom nghich, than thanh... C6 mau me (mother archetype) cé 1& 13 mét trong
nhitng ¢6 Mau hinh thanh sém nhat, bdi c6 Mau nay gan bé mat thiét téi qua
trinh hinh thanh va phat trién coa su séng trén trai dat.

C.G. Jung khang dinh ¢c6 mau me duoc biéu hién vo cing da dang. Trong
Four Archetypes: Mother, Rebirth, Spirit, Trickster (Bon cé mdu - Me, Phuc
sinh, Linh hon, Bom nghjch), ong viét: “Nhu moi ¢6 mau khéac, c6 mau me hién
dién dudi tat ca cac dang khong xac dinh. O day, t6i chi quan tam toi mot vai
dang tiéu biéu. Quan trong nhat 13 me ca nhan va ba, me ké va me chong/vo; tiép
dén 13 bat ki ngudi nir ndo co lién quan - vi dy, nhii mau, nit gia su hay c6 thé 1a
thay t6 (mau)” [79,15]. C.G. Jung ciing di chi ra nhitng biéu tugng cua c6 mau
me duoc két néi véi nhiing nodi dung biéu thi ¥ nghia vé su phi nhiéu va kha
nang sinh san nhu sy doi dao, rudng cdy, vuon, va co thé duoc kém theo: mua

xuan, giéng siu, cdy, hang dong, mot sé cac loai hoa nhu hoa hong hay hoa sen.
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Co so/ché cua nhimg lién teong dan dat Jung toi suy luan vé su twong dong cua
cac biéu tuong trén voi cd mau me 1a “Boi su che chd ma nd ngu y, vong tuan
hoan hay vong tron ki diéu c6 thé 13 mét dang caa cd6 mau me” [79,15].

Trong A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature (Sé tay Phirong
phdp tiép can phé binh van hoc), cac tac gia da xac dinh ndi ham cua khai niém
archetypal woman (c6 mau nir giéi) nhu sau: “Co mau nit gisi (me vi dai — diéu
huyén bi cua doi Séng, cai chét, su bién d6i); nguyén li tinh nir lién twdéng to1 mat
trang)” [71,187]. C6 mau nit gidi duoc xac dinh & ba dang: me hién (good
mother), me khung khiép (terrible mother), va tri ki (soulmate).

C6 mau me c6 thé duge dinh danh khac nhau: archetypal woman (c6 mau
nit gioi), feminine archetype (c6 mau giéng cai), mother archetype (c6 mau
me)... Cac khai niém nay rat twong dong vé mat nghia. Trong luin an nay,
chiing tdi sir dung khai niém mother archetype — c6 mau me.

2.1. Me hién

Mot trong nét dic trung nhat ciia ¢ mau me “la sy an toan, chd tra than, cia
su nong am, yéu thuong va dinh dudng” [8,586]. “Me hién (nhitng mit tich cuc
cua Pat Me): lién quan t6i nguyén 1i sy sdng, sy sinh ng, 4m ap, su nudi dudng,
che cho, kha ning sinh san, phét trién, phi nhiéu (vi du nhu Demeter, Ceres)”
[71,187]. D6 1a biéu hién caa nhitng mit tich cuc trong ¢ mau nay, ¢ day, chung
t6i xac dinh nhitng pham chat tich cyc & ¢6 mau me hién nhu 13 “tinh nit vinh
hang” trén hai phuong dién: Me nhw sudi nQuén yéu thwong vé tan va Me tré
thanh noi méi nguoi tré vé sau thang ngay lam |G dé dwoc ciru réi va phuc sinh.

2.1.1. Suéi nguén yéu thwong

Me hién trong truyén ngin I.B. Singer trudc hét 1a ngudi mang nhitng pham
chat tét dep cua nix gidi. Vi tu cach 1a “ngudi giir lra” cho mai 4m gia dinh, ho
lo toan vun vén moi cong viéc, hi sinh tham ling. Nhitng ngudi phu nir dy hét
muc yéu chong, 1am tat ca vi chong ma khong mot 101 oan than, va nhu thé, co
lac, ho tro thanh cai bong cua chong, 1am 1di va cam 1ing: Mathilda trong Birc
biém hoa, Ziporah trong Khong biét tin ai, Shifra Leah trong Nguwoi dan ong tro
vé, Carola trong Qua ting. ..

Trong Birc biém hoa, Mathilda xuét hién duéi cai nhin cua ngudi chong,
ngudi ma ba da tan tuy gan bo va hi sinh ca quing doi dep nhat, khong khac gi
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mét buc biém hoa: “Ba ngay cang lun va phi ra; bung phudn nhu bung dan ong.
Ba gﬁn nhu khong co c0, cai dau to I6n nhu chi dat trén doi vai. Mii to, moi day,
cam xé lam ong lién tuong toi chi ché bun” [115,122]. Boris Margolis ngac
nhién trude sy thay doi cia ba theo nam thang: “Ong ngac nhién tu hoi d6 14 tinh
yéu ong gianh duoc tir nhitng chang trai khic ba muoi hai nim vé truéc”
[115,122]. C6 1& bay lau nay ong qua vo tam, chi biét vui dau vao nhirng trang
ban thao va phé mic ganh ning cudc song 1én ddi vai ngudi vg. Nhitng nét
duyén déng thoi con gai dan mét di theo nhitng hi sinh tham liang, thay vao d6 la
nhitng dudng nét thd nham nhu gwong miat dan ong. Mathilda gong minh ganh
véc cong viéc gia dinh dé Boris Margolis c6 thé yén tim sang tac, diu nhiing thir
ong viét ra hau hét khong thé xuat ban va chén viii trong ngan kéo da nhiéu nam.
Mathilda khong chi lo ling cho sic khoe ciia dng ma con 1a ngudi ban tAm giao,
dong vién Boris Margolis tiép tuc viét va xuat ban ngay ca khi éng cho rang
nhitng gi minh viét chi dang vt sot rac. Thé nhung ba 14 ngudi phat hién va
khang dinh “d6 1a diéu tuyét voi nhat ma ong viét ra”. Biéu khién Boris Margolis
ngac nhién va siing s& hon ca 1a khi ong nhan ra su thay doi ngoai hinh cua
ngudi Vo téi mic tham hai, ong thay ba ¢ trong phong doc lac ong di ra ngoai
tré vé. Ba chim trong khoi thude, rdu moc dai va dang doc ban thao cua 6ng,
trong ba do dan nhu mot xac chét. Ong danh thirc ba day khong mot 10i trach
mang, ba nodi voi 6ng rang ban thao do 1a tuyét pham cua mot thién tai. Tuy
nhién dén bay gio moi tham vong trong 6ng déu tan bién va mo nhat, moi thir
déu tré nén nho bé trudc sy hi sinh 16n lao cua Mathilda, tham vong duy nhét
cua ong gio day chinh la Mathilda. Hinh anh cua Mathilda dugc I.B. Singer miéu
ta mang bong dang ctia dan 6ng v&i nhitng chi tiét nhu At thuoc, rau moc dai
goi nhic cé mdu Eva — me nhdn logi. Ngudi phu nit trong truyén ngan cua |.B.
Singer d6ng nhat minh v&i chong nhu khao khat “tré nén cung da thit”, dugc gan
b6 ca vé thé xac 1an tAm hon nhu gié xuwong suon caa Adam, khao khat duoc tré
Vé Vi cdi ban dau.

Trong Khéng biét tin ai va Qua tang, nhitng ngudi phu nir lam tat ca nhiing
gi ¢ thé cho nguoi chong caa minh, tham chi ho hanh dong ki di, khé hiéu. La
Vo cua mot gido si Rabbi Jonathan Danziger — ngudi ¢6 rat nhiéu ké thu tim cach

tung nhiing tin d6n khong hay vé 6ng, Ziporah da phai chiu dung nhiing diéu
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tiéng, tham chi bi gidu cot trudc dam dong. Ziporah bi cac quy ba choc qué bai
ba néi tiéng Ba Lan, bgi udng nuéc rau riép va dung ca phé khong duong.
Khoéng c6 gi 1a ho khong dem ra pha trd. Cling nhu Mathilda trong Bic biém
hoa, Ziporah duoc khic hoa, miéu ta & nhimg dudng nét thiéu hai hoa cta nguoi
phu nit, mot ngudi dan ba tiéu tuy do phai lao dong VAt va. Ziporah xuit than
trong mot gia dinh giau co, ba von xinh dep, nhung nhiing nam do6i nghéo khién
ba tiéu tuy. Nhitng lo toan cudc sdng phu xudng tim than ba khién co thé cui rap
nhu chiéc don ganh oan cong. Cudc doi ba co6 qua nhiéu khd dau va bat hanh,
trai qua sau 1an sinh né nhung chi minh Yentl séng sot. Ba vii dau trong cong
viéc dé quén di nhitng dau khé va tui hon cua cudc Séng, ba giat gid, ché cui, lay
nudc, lau nha... Cong viéc nang nhoc da khién d6i ban tay ba to va chic nich
nhu tay dan ong va chinh vi thé ngudi ta théu dét nhitng chuyén ngdi 18 doi mach
ché nhao ba “lau dia manh t&i muc thung dia”. Co thé nhan thay, trong cac
truyén viét vé me hién, L.B. Singer it chi y mi€u ta vé dep ngoai hinh cia ho, 6ng
thuong dé ho hién ra qua nhitng nét thoé nham, gan gudc qua do toat 1én su khod
cuc, lam 18, tao tan, sy hi sinh ctua ngudi me, ngudi Vo cho gia dinh, déng thoi
cho thay quan niém nghé thuat vé con ngudi cia I.B. Singer: trdn quy vé dep tAm
hon hon vé dep ngoai hinh. Carola trong Qua ting mac mot ching bénh rét la
mang tén “phtc cam qua tang” (gift complex). Tuy nhién, 4n sau hanh dong chat
chira “tam bénh” Ay 1a tinh yéu ba danh cho nguoi chong ciia minh. Cau chuyén
dugc chong ba ké lai khi Carola d3 qua doi sau mot tai nan xe hoi. Max
Blendever dam mé hoat dong chinh tri ngay tir khi con bé. Va sau nay khi 1ay
Carola, con gai mot gia dinh quyén quy, uéc mo trd thanh chinh tri gia trong
Max Blendever ngay cang duoc thiic day. Ong 14 thi linh cta toé chuc phuc quéc
Do Thai va 13 hoi vién Hoi dong thanh phd ¢ City Hall, do tinh cach thang than,
cuong truc nén dng cb rat nhiéu ké thu gom ca nguoi Do Thai 1an nguoi khong
phai Do Thai. Carola séng trong trang thai bat an kéo dai khi luén luén lo so
chong minh c6 thé bi tan cong bai bat ki ké ghen ghét nao da khién Carola “dam
mé” ting qua moi nguoi, ké ca nhitng ngudi ba chua tiing gap mat ciing nhu
khong hé quen biét. Ba ting qua cho dan ong, dan ba, tré nhd,... cho nhiing ké
thu cua chong minh véi hi vong chiing c6 thé budng tha va tng ho 6ng. Viéc 1am

ctia ba khién tat ca moi ngudi déu cam thay kho hiéu, va Max Blendever da hiéu
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nham hanh d6ng ting qua cua vo minh nhu 1a viée 1am cua tat ca nhimg quy ba
gidu sang chuyén di ban phat tinh thuong nhu chinh cudc séng vuong gia cua ba.
Pam mé tang qua cua Carola da tr¢ thanh mot chirng bénh, mot bénh 1i kho co
thé giai thich mai dé lai cdu hoi trong long nhimng ngudi ¢ lai. Pam mé ting qua
truéc hét xuat phat tir tAm 1i hoang so V& cudc song bat an, 1 sy phan tGng trudc
nguy co bi tdn céng; hon nita tinh yéu chong qué 16n d khién Carola hanh dong
nhu ké dién rd, mat tri.

Néu Mathilda (Bic biém hoa), Ziporah (Khéng biét tin ai), Carola (Qua
tagng) tham lang hi sinh cudc séng cua minh cho chéng con nhung it ra nhiing
ngudi dan ba ay ciing nhan duoc 1ong yéu mén cua chong, dau c6 khi muon man
& tudi xé chiéu, thi Shifra Leah trong Nguwoi dan éng tré vé bat hanh va dang
thuong vo cung. Ciing nhu tat ca nhimg nguoi Vo tao tan chiu thuong chiu kho,
hi sinh hét 1ong cho chdng, nhitng ngudi Vo ca doi chi biét rira chan cho chong
va ubng nudc rira chan, Shifra Leah 4n tiéu ha tién trong khi d6 Alter chong ba
an ngon mic dep, cau ki, tia tot. Ba tan tién nhu cau cia ban than dé lo cho
chong duogc chu tat dén mic trong ba gay com chi con da boc xuong. Khong co
con nén ba danh moi tinh cam cho chdng. Nhiing ngay Alter 5m nang, Shifra tan
tinh cham soc va chay khap noi tim bac si cau chita. Tré vé dén nha, Alter da
chét, ba v cing dau dén, ndi dau khién ba nhu héa dién, ba gao khoc, lay xac
ong: “dung bo t6i”. Dudng nhu tinh yéu manh liét cua ngudi dan ba dau kho
khong c6 1dy mot mun con 1am niém an i, diém tya duy nhat trong cudc doi 1a
ngudi chong ciling bi tude di, da thau téi troi xanh nén Nguoi cho Alter séng lai.
Alter van c6 thé an udng va séng cung vo, nhung chi co diéu 6ng “mat bong”.
Mat bong 1a mot an dyu dé noi dén cai chét (tim hon) va su thay doi tinh cach cua
con nguoi. Pé phan biét nguoi va ma quy, ngudi ta phan biét nho vao bong cua
n6, ngudi mat bong chinh 1a cach néi khac vé cai chét trong tam hon. Alter song
lai nhung tinh nét thay doi so Véi trude, ong gap gido si dé do6i thoai day hoai
nghi vé niém tin ton gido va sy hién hiru cua Chuaa, di lai v6i ngudi dan ba khac
— ngang nhién vi pham nhiing diéu cam ki trong sach luat Talmud. Alter bo
ngudi Vo da ciu sbng minh dé bo trén theo ngudi dan ba khac. Ong mang theo
tat ca tién bac, quan 4o, ltra, va trudce khi 1én duong, Alter dua cho Shifra Leah

mot tii dung ba cam nang va din dén ngay Thir ba (sau tim ngay) hay dén gap
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gido si. Sau ndy ba moéi biét, ong dua don 1i di cho ba dén gap gido si dé giai
quyét viéc 1i hon, Shifra Leah tré nén dau 6m va suy sup, ba cam chiu téi muc
khong hé o4n than chong mot 104, trai lai ba ty dan vit ban thin minh d3 khong
lam Alter vui 10ng va ludn nudi hi vong s& c6 ngay chong ba tro Ve.

Tinh yéu ctia ngudi dan ba bao la va rong 16n khong gi dong dém duoc, su
hi sinh cua nguoi dan ba khong thé ké hét va su tha thir ciia ngudi dan ba that
v6 bod. Ngudi dan ba 1a bén dd binh yén cho nhitng con tau ndéng ndi tré vé sau
nhitng ngay quay cudng trong giong t6 cudc doi va nhirng hanh trinh té nhat,
vo nghia, Shifra Leah di ban tat ca gia tai, vay muon ngudi than va cay nho
khép noi dé cau thoat Alter khoi an tir hinh khi nhan duoc thu “hdi 18i” va van
Xin cia 6ng tu MOt nguoi linh Nga. Tuy nhién, dap lai tinh yéu v bo cua
Shifra Leah lai 1a su boi bac cua chong ba. Alter lai tiép tuc ra di sau ngay cudi
(lai) mot tuan, dimg dau mot toan cudp, va trong mot 1an nhau say, au da véi
nhitng ngudi Cossak, Alter di bi danh chét. Nghe tin, Shifra Leah hét hoang va
voi vi chay téi. Nhung 1an nay ba da khong “goi” chong quay vé. Hanh dong
goi chdng tré vé an du cho sy tha thi, hi sinh v6 diéu kién truéc nhitng 15i 1am
va su phan boi, cling nhu tinh yéu vé bd cta ngudi vo danh cho chong. Khong
goi chong tro vé, chap nhan su ra di vinh vién cia chong 1a mét quyét dinh vo
cung khé khin va dau dén dbi véi Shifra Leah nhung né sang sudt va dung
dan. Qua tinh tinh yéu v6 bo bén cua Shifra Leah danh cho nguoi chong (boi
bac), I.B. Singer dat ra van dé: tinh yéu manh liét 1a rat can nhung chua du,
quan trong hon 1a biét yéu thwong diing cdch! Ngudi ké chuyén cho rang ba
“da goi khong dung cach dbi véi ngudi chét” ham y Shifra Leah da khong yéu
thuong chong dung cach, va tré nén mu quang. “Néu ba dé ong ra di ding lac
ong phai di thi ong di dé lai tiéng thom cho doi”. Tinh yéu mu quéng khong
chi 1am hai chong (Alter ty huy hoai thanh danh) ma con day chinh Shifra Leah
vao bi kich cua ngudi dan ba bi lra doi.

Cung chung motif nguoi tro vé tir ¢di chét nhu Ngwoi dan éng tré Ve,
nhung Esther Kreindel th: hai lai 1a bai ca vé sy bat tir cia tinh yéu, tinh yéu
chién thang cai chét. Esther Kreindel qua doi nhung linh hon khong siéu thoat
boi nguoi chong ngay dém than khoc vuwong van va khong thé quén dugc ba.

Cam dong trudc tinh yéu cua chong danh cho minh, cling nhu khong thé danh
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1ong ching kién canh chong ngay dém than khoc vi nhé nhung va ngay cang tro
nén suy sup, Esther Kreindel “tr¢ v&” tir ¢di chét bang cach muon than x4c cua
cd gai Simmele: “Quay ray giac ngu cua ngudi chét 1a diéu bat thudng, nhung
boi chong ta ngay dém mong nhé ta, ta khong thé yén nghi. Mic du di qua ba
muoi ngay khoc than, 6ng ay van khong thoi than khoc va khong quén duoc ta.
Néu ta thoat khoi cai chét, ta s& vui mung ding day va tré vé voi ong ay. Nhung
than x4c ta bi chon vii dudi bay thudc dat, mat ta da bi tan nat hét bai giun. Vi
thé, ta, linh hon cua Esther Kreindel xin dugc tim théy minh trong mot than xac
khac” [106,81-82]. Esther Kreindel duoc hdi sinh trong than xac mdi, ton tai
trong than xac Simmele nhung tinh tinh khong d6i khac. Ba 4n can cham soc
Reb Zorach Lipover lac ong gia yéu: “Esther Kreindel thirc bén chong nhiéu
dém, khong dé nhimg ngudi khac trong nom ong. Khi ong chét, ba d6 guc bén
thi thé chdng, va khong cho kham liém” [106,96-97]. Sau su ra di cua chdng,
Esther Kreindel hoan toan suy sup, va cling boi I€ ba da hoan thanh nhiém vu tro
vé dé chiam soc chong nén ba da quyét dinh ra di/ tro vé 1ong dat: “Dém nay, me
sé duoC O bén cha cua cac con” [106,97]. Cau chuyén tinh cam dong cua Esther
Kreindel va nguoi chong 1a minh ching sinh dong nhat vé tinh yéu thuy chung
ctia nguoi phu ni, tinh yéu d6 manh dén murc khong gi co thé chia cach, ngay ca
cai chét cling tré nén bat lyc trude tinh cam cua ho.

Me hién khéng chi dugc soi chiéu trong vai trd ngudi vo dam dang, théo
vat, tao tan, thuy chung, ma con dugc thé hién qua finh mdu ti# vo cing cao dep
va thiéng liéng. Me khong chi sé doi hat mau dé 1am nén hinh hai ta, khong chi
ap iu chin thing mudi ngdy, ma me con cham bam bt mém, nudi dudng va day
bao, che ché diu con da 16n khon va truéng thanh. Nhitng nguoi Me trong
truyén ngan I.B. Singer c6 tinh yéu thuong con vo bo, bao dung, do luong, vi
tha, va giau duc hi sinh: Esther Kreindel thiz hai, Bai giang, Thang con tir M,
Shiddah va Kiziba,...

Esther Kreindel thir hai trong truyén ngin cung tén 1a su tro vé caa Esther
Kreindel qua cb trong than xac Simmele dé tiép tuc yéu thuong chong con khi
modi lwong duyén con tham thiét chua thé dat. Hiéu nhu thé boi cau chuyén
dugc dit co sé trén niém tin ton gido, quan niém su dau thai cua linh hon ¢

Kiép sau (doi séng sau khi chét), nhung ciing c6 thé xem Esther Kreindel tha
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hai 14 nguoi vo thir ciia Zorach Lipover va 1a me ké (step mother) cua nhing
dta con cua Erther Kreindel. Dan gian von quan niém mang ning tu tudng
dinh kién vé méi quan hé giira me ké&/ di ghé — con chong va no di an siu trong
tiém thac va vo thire nhan loai: “May doi banh duc c6 xuwong/ May doi di ghé
lai thuong con chdng”. Nhitng mau chuyén dan gian con ghi lai ddu 4n vé mdi
quan hé phirc tap va xung dot mot mat mot con nay nhu than thoai Hi Lap ké
vé cudc bao thu cua Hera voi ngudi con riéng ciia Zeus 1a Heraclex, va rat
nhiéu nhitng cau chuyén cb tich trén khip thé giéi cing chung motif nay nhu
Lo Lem, Ndang Bach Tuyét va bay chii lin, Hé thién nga, Tam Cém... Thé
nhung & Esther Kreindel thi# hai, nguoi me ké Simmele mang “16t” ctia nguoi
vo/ ngudi me trudc, gidng nhau téi mire khong thé phan biét duoc nén di duoc
li giai mang mau sic ton gido thuc chat ca ngoi tinh yéu thuong chan thanh cia
nguoi me ké voi nhitng daa con riéng ctia chong khong khac gi tinh mau tir
thiéng liéng, tinh rudt ra mau mu.

Shiddah va Kuziba 13 cau chuyén cam dong vé tinh mau ttr trén hanh trinh
chay trén khoi nhitng nguy hiém rinh rap va bua vay cudc song cua hai me con
Shiddah va Kuziba. C6 mot thé lyc v6 hinh dang dudi theo va ho ving thoat khoi
bong tdi ctia dém Ai Cap nhu t6 tién ho trudc ddy. Kuziba sét cao, trong con mé
sang, cau hoang hét va la hét: “Con sg qua, me oi”. Con mé sang cua d@ra con
trai kéo Shiddah trd lai vai nhiing niém khiép dam vé su tan cong cua nhiing thé
lyc den tdi, cia ma quy, nhung voi ban ning gbc ciia ngudi me — thién tinh nit —
bao vé va che chd con cai — Shiddah vé vé an wi da con trai bé bong dang bi
gidc mo gidy vo: “Shiddah hoang so, roi vé vé, ngin khong cho lil quy tan cong”
[115,112]. Tinh mau ti, ban ning me (ban ning gbc cta nguoi phu nit — thién
tinh ntr) khong cho phép Shiddah s¢ hai, st ménh thiéng liéng va cao ca cua
ngudi me khong séng cho minh, ngudi me ay san sang hi sinh tat ca dé bao vé va
che chd cho con truéc nhitng kho khian va nguy hiém. Yéu thuong bién thanh
hanh dong cu thé, Shiddah Iy tay che chin con va xua dudi 1ii quy, So hai 13n
sdu tan ddy long dé ty tran an thanh nhiing 15i ru yéu thuong, ngot ngao. Tra an
trong khe dd dwéi hang sdu bén dong sudi. Hang dugc xem nhu 13 bién hinh/
cd mau phai sinh ctia c6 mau me hién. Diém twong dong cua c6 mau me hién va

c6 mau hang dong 1a & chtrc nang cueu mang, bao vé, che ché. Nhu cau chuyén
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vé thuong than Zeus trong than thoai Hi Lap duoc nudi gidu trong mot cai hang
tranh bi cha nuét vao bung. Hang la c6 mau xuét hién kha sém trong van hoc,
boi n6 12 mai nha tra an cho con ngudi & budi binh minh ciia nhan loai. Hang
dong “la mau gbc cua hinh anh tr cung cia ngudi me, hang hién dién trong
nhitng huyén thoai vé su phat sinh, phuc sinh va khai tdm — thyu phap cua rat
nhiéu dan toc” [7,380]. Tuy nhién, Shiddah dang mo mang vé nhiing chuyén qua
khtr, trong lai, bdng da ¢ ddu lan xudng hang, dé lao t6i tir moi phia, c6 bong
Kuziba chay. Trong lic hoang loan, vira chay ¢ vira cau xin Satan, yéu ma cing
cac thé luc hic am khac hiy cu me con cd thoat khoi canh ngd khén cing nay.
Nhung nguy hiém bua véy tir phia, khong chi dudi mat dat rung chuyén chuc
nuét ching, ma tr troi cao anh sang nhu Ita tr dia nguc ciing mudn db sap
xuéng nhan chim me con ho. Shiddah chi ¢6 Iya chon duy nhét 1 tréo 1én cao,
thoat khoi hang dong, trudéc mét co co 1& ciing khong tuoi sang hon hién tai, co
nghi & do co 1€ cling c6 hang dong, nghia dia, rung, hoang mac, ma quy...
Nhung du thé ndo c6 van quyét tam vung thoat khoi hd tham thyc tai cung dua
con trai bé bong, niém tin va la diém tya dé ngudi me khén kho tiép tuc trai qua
moi gidng td cude doi, du niém tin dé vuot qua nhitng ving 4m u chét choc cua
nhitng cai bong qua khir — thyc tai — twong lai. Truyén ngan phan anh chan thuc
than phan con ngudi trong trong chién tranh nhung tir d6 1am noi bat vé dep con
ngudi: chién tranh co thé de doa va cudp di mang sdng cua con ngudi nhung nd
khong thé nao huy diét duoc vé dep tdm hdn ho, khong 1am mat di nhiing tinh
cam ngudi nhat, cao dep va thiéng liéng nhat — mau tir tinh tham!

2.1.2. Sw ciru 1éi va tdi sinh

Mdi nguoi déu “di ra” tr Me, va hanh trinh séng cua chung ta buon ba
mudn phuong tim kiém bao diéu hap dan, méi la, co d6i khi ta di qua xa noi
minh sinh ra, noi ngudng cira me ludn ngdng doi d&é mdi khi mét nhoai hay ngi
long thi me lai chinh 14 noi dé mdi nguoi tré vé. Tro vé dé duoc yéu thuong, che
ché, duoc bao boc trong vong tay bao dung, d6 lwgng dau da con co “di qua
xa” chang nira. Sau cudc doi vinh quang lan dang cay cia mdi ngudi, ai roi cling
tré vé véi (dat) me, nam tron trong long me nhu thud nao. Tam 1ong bao dung
cua me dugc déng nhat vai nhitng mat tich cuc cia ¢ miu dat. Bai vy, Job da

thét 1én: “Toi da tir long me sinh ra minh tran, toi s& minh tran tro vé véi me”
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(Naked | came from my mother’s womb and naked I will return therein). Dat 1a
ngudn nang luong doi dao tiép thém sic manh cho nhimg dwa con cua minh, vé
Vvéi (dat) me 1a vé Voi trung tam cua s tdi sinh. Hiéu duge diéu ay, ngudi anh
hung Heracles trong cudc chién véi ga khong 16 Antaeus di nhac bong dbi tha
1én cao dé g khong tiép xtc dugc voi Dat me Gaia, dé ngudn nang luong khong
dugc tai sinh, r6i bop chét gi trén khong. Me tré thanh biéu tugng cia vong tay
am ap, 12 chon binh yén dé quay vé cho mdi tam hon moi mét, tré vé dé duoc
tiép thém siic manh: Cong chua Sita thinh cau than dat me Bhumi mao long don
nang trd Vé trong vong tay ctia ngudi sau nhimg thang ngay séng tha huwong kho
cuc va bi Rama ngo vue dé tranh xa thé gigi mét moi va dau khd. Me cau rdi va
tai sinh trd thanh ¢6 mau phd quat hién dién trong cac nén van héa trén thé gigi
va in diu trong sang tac cua cac nha vin, nhu: Beatrice trong Than khiic cua
Dante, Helen trong Faust cua J.W. Gothe, Pauline trong Miéng da lira cua H.
Balzac, Sonya trong Toi dc va hinh phat caa F.M. Dostoevsky.

Trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer, c6 mau me ctu rdi va tai sinh co ¥ nghia
quan trong déi voi hanh trinh tro vé, hanh trinh sam héi cia nhan vat. Ngbi lang
nho Lentshin cach xa doi song van minh d6 thi, noi bao luu cac gia tri truyén
théng, cung nguoi me diu hién (Thang con tir M7) nhu ngudn nudc trong lanh
tudi mat tim hon dia con sau bao nam “ngup lan” trong van minh x& nguoi. Cau
chuyén 14 hanh trinh tim vé c6i ngudn yéu thuong ciia Samuel - mot thuong gia
thanh dat tré vé tir Mi - mot nguoi con cia ngdi lang Do Thai da xa cach noi day
40 nam. Ngay Samuel tré vé day bat ngo, gio anh da truong thanh da co gia dinh
va con céi, nhung trong ngdi nha yéu thuong ay Samuel mii bé bong trong trong
vong tay ctia me. Bon muoi ndm mon moi chd doi dira con “ndng ndi” quay vé,
bdn muoi nim chi dugc thiy con qua nhiing tim hinh dwoc gui vé tir Mi, gio day
duoc nghe tiéng goi “me” tha thiét tir chinh miéng cua dua con, “Berlcha nghe
nhitng 161 d6 ma d6i chan ban ran, chét ling”. Niém vui qua 16n, hanh phic qua
bat ngo khién Berlcha ming mudn khoc, ba “nghen ngao nhu mot con ga mai”,
“nhiing giot nudéc Mat mau vang lin dai, mat ba nhoén di”, “trao nudc mat vi vui
suéng”... Khi thdy ngudi vo gia nhoa 18 vi hanh phuc, Berl n6i “Pan ba mi la
dan ba”. Cach noi cua Berl cang khang dinh thién tinh nit, khac véi tinh kin déo,

cuong truc, ran roi & ngudi cha, nguoi me thudng tinh cam hon, dé mém long va
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khong che giau cam xuc. Va d6 khong chi 1a tinh cach ciia riéng mot ngudi me
cu thé ma da trd thanh vé dep thién tinh nit dic trung, phd quat, khong gii han ¢
mot thoi dai hay mot quéc gia. Cudc séng noi xtr nguoi c¢é thé 1a “thién duong”
ma sudt bén muoi nam Samuel kiém tim, qudc gia van minh, gidu sang va c
nhiéu co hoi thanh dat, nhung ngay trong cai nhin c6 tinh ddi chiéu gitta nude
Mi va ngdi lang nho Lentshin dd hé mo cudc song ngot ngat va bat on & xu
nguoi. Con ¢ Lentshin (noi khong cé trom, khong c¢6 nhitng nguoi nga ngoai he
phd), dudi ngdi nha mai 14, trong vong tay yéu thuong cua me, Samuel cam giac
cudc song thanh binh dén la, con ngudi sdng quiy quan, yéu thuong nhau va
gidu dic tin & Chaa. C6 18 khi vé, trude khi dat chan vao ngdi lang Lentshin,
Samuel dem theo rat nhiéu tién véi y dinh gop phéan thay doi qué huong va cudc
séng cua nhitng ngudi than yéu, nhung chinh manh dat nghéo, don so ma thanh
binh, 4n tinh ndy d3 thay d6i anh, rira tréi nhirng “4m mudi” cta van minh do thi
dé cdi 1ong ngudi con séng bén muoi nam tha huong dugc thanh than noi Dat
Me binh an. Cudi truyén 1a nhitng 4m thanh quen thudc cua doi sbng nhu khuc
nhac long du duong ngan 1én xoa diu tim hon ngudi con. Bic biét, tiéng hat ru
ctia Berlcha mang trong d6 trdm tich vin héa ngan doi, tiéng ru dai theo mudn
nghin canh vong, diu mat trén ngan doi moi cua biét bao ngudi me duoc gin giir
t61 mudn doi nhu tinh me khdng khi nao voi can: “Berlcha bat dau du dua va hat
nhitng 10 ca thiéng liéng duoc truyén tir nhitng ngudi me nhitng nguoi ba”
[113,107]. Loi ru khong chi 1a 151 au yém v vé, 1a yéu thuong cta nguoi me
danh cho dtra con ma n6 luén mang chd nhitng mong cau, uéc nguyén cua thé hé
trude doi voi thé hé mai sau. Va moi yéu thuong, nguyén cau ay luén duoc wom
mam noi ngudi Me, ngudi ba... phai ching vi thé ma nhiing ngudi ba, nguodi me
dam nhiém sit ménh/ thién chirc “hat ru”?!

Me la noi tim vé! Boi thé, rat nhiéu truyén ngan cua 1.B. Singer ludn xuét
hién motif ngudi dan ong trong trang thai hoang mang, mudn roi bé/ chay trén
doi séng van minh dé t6i mot noi nao d6 mong tim kiém sy giai thoat, binh yén
trong tdm hon, va noi anh ta dén ludn xuat hién ngudi phu nir: Chay trén vin
minh, Gimpel thang ngéc, Tinh gia, Nguoi vé hinh, Ngwoi dan éng tré vé, Thang
con tir Mi, Rdu, Spinoza phé Che, Nhitng nguwoi hang xém... Tién si Nahum
Fischelson trong Spinoza phé Cher s& mai truot dai trén con duong dau kho va bi
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day vao duong cing, 6ng da nghi t6i cai chét do sup d6 niém tin vao hoc thuyét
Spinoza by lau t6n sung, néu Black Dobble khéng ngang qua cudc doi ong.
Black Dobble hién 1én véi vai tro cta thién than dua Nahum Fischelson ém yéu
tré vé Vi cudc séng tir ngudng cira dia nguc, chiam séc yéu thuong bang tam
10ng chan thanh, gian di. Co 1&, tinh cam gian di & nguoi dan ba 4y da cau roi
niém tin cudc song & Nahum Fischelson, mot tién si nhung khong thé ty minh
chita lanh vét thuong long. Bi mé hoac boi hoc thuyét Spinoza, hoc thuyét danh
cho nhiing nguoi khong phai Do Thai, anh danh mat niém tin & Chua, xa rdi coi
ngudn. Black Dobble 13 ngudi nam liy ban tay ctia mot ké 1am lac nhu anh, kéo
anh trg vé phia mién sang ngay & ngudng cua cac gia tri song-chét, thién-ac vén
rat mong manh. 1.B. Singer da that dung ¥ khi dé Black Dobble, mot ngudi dan
ba that hoc, dam nhiém st ménh thiéng liéng, thtc tinh mot hoc gia uyén bac
nhu tién si Nahum Fishchelson. C6 18, nguoi dan ba that hoc 1a ngudi khong chiu
anh huong cua nhing tu tudng van minh phuong Tay ki tri, ngudi 16n 1én bang
bau sita ngot lanh trong mat ctia “ba me vin hoa dan gian Do Thai”. Do do,
Black Dobble 1a hién than cua rat nhiéu nhimg nguoi phu nit Do Thai truyén
théng, nhirng ngudi “it hoai nghi”, 1a tim hdn ctia ngudi me X s6. Sau dém tan
hon, nhuc duc cua Balck Dobble da danh bat hoan toan tu tuéng cua chu nghia
duy 1i Spnioza khoi tAm tuong Nahum Fishchelson va bién 6ng trd thanh mot
ngudi mai. Black Dobble khong chi 14 bén b binh yén dé ong tré vé, ma thuc
sy ba d3 trd thanh ngudi ciru rdi va tai sinh cude doi caa Nahum Fischelson.
Ngay ca Elka, mot nguoi dan ba song budng tha va ca doi lira gat Gimpel
trong Gimpel thang ngac, ciing tré thanh diém tya cau rdi, bao vé Gimpel trudc
su tin cong cua ma quy. Nhan xét vé su sam hoi toi 16 cua Elka ¢ thé gidi bén
kia, Sheldon Grebstein d viét: “O c6i chét, ba tro thanh phuc than cua ong, bao
vé ong tranh khoi toi 18i va sy nguyén ria mudn doi, nhu luc con song, ba da
truyén cho ong dic hanh phi thuong” [88,62]. Piéu nay du thay vai tro co mau
me hién ddi véi doi séng ca nhan va xa hoi, ngudi vun x4i va hdi sinh cudc séng
bang tinh yéu thuong chit khong phai bang quy dinh, phép tic nhu ¢6 mau cha.
Vai tro ctia ngudi me khong hién dién tryc tiép trong Nhiing tho giay bé bong,
truyén tap trung ké vé méi quan hé caa nguoi cha Reb Abba véi bay ngudi con
trai. Nhitng nguoi con trai ciia 6ng di 1an luot roi manh dat Ba Lan, tim cach
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virot bién dé toi thién duong nude Mi dinh cu ¢ do, roi b qué me dé kiém tim
mién dat hira xa x6i. Trén xtr nguoi Xa la, 6ng gia Abba tiép tuc ca 1én khic hat ru
ngan doi thuoc vé tam hén Do Thai, 101 ca ké vé nguroi me va mueoi diva con trai.
Bai hat ru dugc vang 1én ba lan trong tic pham vai y nghia va tim trang cam xdc
khac nhau ciia Reb Abba. Mdi lan Abba hat dén mot khd nao d6 rdi ding lai, dén
luot nhitng dtra con cua 6ng dong thanh nhac lai cau cudi cua khd d6. Tuy nhién &
lan hat tha hai, khi nhitng ngudi con caa 6ng da di cu dén Mi, bo lai nguoi cha
mot minh noi qué nha, 6ng van hat va theo thoi quen hét doan ding lai dé nhitng
dua con dong thanh hat dém theo, nhung lan nay, khong ai hat ca, Abba lai mot
minh hat thay nhiing dira con “bé bong” ctia minh. Lan thi ba, kho cudi cia bai
hat ké vé ba me va muoi dira con trén dat Mi, va nhitng dira con caa 6ng dau séng
xa qué nha nhung dudng nhu khong quén cdi ngudn, khong quén ngudi me X S,
lai ddng thanh ca lai cau cudi cua kho d6. Bai hat duogc tach ra lam ba doan va
duoc ngan Ién & ba thoi diém khac nhau, khong 14n nao bai hat vang 1én tron ven,
nhung n6 di 1am nén mach ngim xuyén sudt vin ban va nhimg nam thang cua
nhan vat, 10i ca 4y duogc luu truyén qua cac thé hé nhu mot cach khang dinh tim
long hudng vé coi ngudn cia nhimg ngudi con séng tha phuong. Bai hat vé me
ma khong phai mot bai ca nao khac, 10i ca vé me con mang ¥ nghia ciia mot 1oi
lay thirc, 10 goi nhitng dtra con “di xa” tré Vé trong vong tay cua me dé duogc yéu
thuong va gbt rira bui tran nhan sinh, va cttu rdi nhitng dua con 1am lac.

Nhu vdy, me 1a chdn binh yén dé tré vé, noi nwong nau trong thang ngay
bdo giong, yéu thuong va ché che, do lwong va bao dung, ciru rdi va phuc sinh. ..
1a nhitng ¥ nghia tiéu biéu cua c6 mau me hién trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.

2.2. Me khiing khiép

Néu me hién 13 “sy an toan, chd tri than, cta su néng 4m, yéu thuong va dinh
dudng” thi me khung khiép (terrible mother) 1a mat ddi 1ap ciia 6 mau nay ton tai
song song va thong nhat, bo sung toan ven cai nhin ciing nhu quan niém an tang noi
c6 mau Me. Theo Tur dién biéu twong van héa thé gici, “Trong phan tdm hoc hién
dai, biéu twong ngudi me c6 mot gia tri mau goc. Ngudi me 1a dang thirc dau tién
cta anima ma mdi c4 thé con nguoi s& nghiém, tirc 1a cai vo thire. Cai vo thiic nay
c6 hai mat, mot mat xay dung, mot mat pha hoai. N6 s€ pha hoai khi n6 1a ngué)n

goc cuia moi ban ning. .. 1a toan bd cac mau gdc... 13 tan du cua tat ca nhimg gi ma
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loai nguoi da trai nghiém tir nhitng thoi ki khai thily xa xwa nhét, 13 noi tich liy
nhitng kinh nghiém siéu-ca nhén (...) nd c¢6 thé quay lai d6i dau va tiéu diét cai y
thirc da phat sinh ra tir né; khi ay vo thirc dong vai trd me an thit con, thd o véi
nhiing c4 thé va bi cudn hit hoan toan vao chu trinh mu quang cta vii try” [7,588].

“Me khung khiép (bao gom cac mit tiéu cuc cua Dat Me): mu gia X4u xi,
mu phu thity, ngudi dan ba quyén rii nguy hiém, gai diém, nit yéu, dong tinh niy/
nhitng ngudi nam ¢éo 1a lién quan téi tinh duc, nhitng cuoc truy hoan, ndi so,
nguy hiém, bong téi, su chia cit, su suy kiét; vo thic trong nhitng mat khiép so”
[71,187]. Nhimng dic tinh cua me khang khiép gin lién véi “nguy co bi o ép boi
moi truong chat hep va bi ngat tho do sy kéo dai qua mac chirc nang nguodi nudi
dudng va dan dat: nguol me hién tai ngdn hét nguodi cha tuong lai, tinh hao
phong quang dai tro thanh kiéu giam him va ap ché lam thui chot” [7,586].

Nhaén vat nir trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer, bén canh nhitng ngudi me hién
duc thi cling khong it nhiing nhan vat dugc két ndi voi c6 mau me khiing
Khiép. D6 c6 thé 1a nhitng ngudi dan ba Ddm ding, lang lo vi pham nhitng quy
dinh caa sach luat Talmud vé sy thiy chung caa nguoi phu nit trong Gimpel
thang ngdc, Sw diét vong cua Kreshev, Taibele va con quy ciia ¢, Henne Lia,
Vwong mién muong thu, Bo cdi khat khao, Trang va dién, thfng 16 va ti hon,
Mau, Jachid va Jachidah, D6 té, An nho & dau, Ong bau. Ciing c6 khi, nhan
vat nit biéu twong cho Cam dé & cac truyén Cé dgc, Con quy cudi cing, Anh
ban bo cdnh cing, Cdi chét cua Methuselah. Hodc tham chi, ho con 1a hién
than cta nguon sic manh hac am, sitc manh toi 16i mang than xac va linh hon
cta quy trong 16t Phai thity nhu trong Con quy cudi cung, Cunegunde, Cdi chét
cua Methuselah, Phu thuy, Vicong mién muong thi...

2.2.1. Dam dang

Theo Do Thai gido, Lilith 1a nguoi dan ba dau tién duoc Chia tao ra (trudc
ca Eva), nit vuong cua loai quy — hién than ctua sy dam dang. Lilith khong tuan
phuc Adam chi vi li do khi hai ngudi “an ndm” véi nhau, Adam d3 yéu cau ba
nam dudi. Bat binh va khong chiu sy phu thudc vao Adam, Lilith da bo t6i ving
Bién Chét va giao hop Vi thay quai. D¢ tra thu Chia, Lilith da xuai giuc Eva an
trai cdm trong vuon Eden, giét hai tré so sinh va qudy réi tinh duc dan ong

truong thanh vao ban dém khi ho dang ngu dé théa man su thém mudn cua ban
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than mot cach cha dong. Eva cung Adam an trai cdm dan dén ca hai nguoi déu
mé mét. Khi mo mat, viéc dau tién Eva nhin thay khong phai 1a Adam hay canh
tuong chung quanh vueon Chaa, ma 13 nhan ra minh 18a 16, lién lay 14 cay che
“chd d6” trén co thé. Viéc ldy 14 cdy che co thé chung to ¥ thirc nhan cach cua
ngudi nit. Hon nita, Eva khong che mat dé khong phai nhin thidy ma lai che
chinh “chd d6” (va van nhin). Hanh déng 4y nhu mubn che day, giau di su thém
khat nhung dong thoi 1a 161 khang dinh vé sy hién hiru cua nhimg thém khét ¢
ngudi nit. Do @6, Lilith va Eva duoc xem 13 ¢6 mau ngudi dan ba dam dang. Tuy
nhién, ddm déng gan vai hinh twong Lilith va Eva khong hoan toan tiéu cyc nhu
¥ nghia cua tir nay hién nay, ma dam déng duoc hiéu nhu 13 sw t do vé tinh duc.
Bai vay, ngay nay, Lilith da tro thanh biéu tugng cia phong trao doi quyén binh
dang vé tinh duc cho phu nit. Song, Do Thai gido xem Lilith 14 hién than cua ni
quy ddm dat va ho coi nhitng nguoi dan ba doi sy tu do vé tinh duc nhu 13 bi quy
am hon 1a sy trdi day cta ban nang. C6 mau ngudi dan ba dam dang trong truyén
ngin 1.B. Singer 12 su giao thoa cua ca hai mién y nghia d6 dé lam nén tinh chat
vira thiéng liéng vira thé tuc. Nhu vay, kién giai hinh twong nguodi me dam dang
trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer trong su két ndi voi ¥ nghia khoi nguyén cia ¢o
mau cho phép chung ta hiéu hon vé ban chat cling nhu nguyén cé cua nhing
hanh dong ndi loan tinh duc ¢ nguoi phu nit nhu cué)ng dam, ngoai tinh; va tranh
dugc cai nhin mang tinh phan xét don thuan theo cac chuan muc dao duc. Eva
duogc tao ra tir chiéc xwong suon cia Adam nén trong qua trinh song cta mdi
Adam va mdi Eva déu c6 nhu cau tim lai phan con lai caa (co thé) minh. Adam
duogc tao ra tir dat va duoc Chia thoi linh hon dé séng, nghia 1a Adam mang
trong minh linh hon thanh thién duoc soi roi bai anh sang cua duc tin. Trong khi
d6, Eva duoc tao ra tir phan nhyc thé cia Adam, do dé, ban than chiéc xuong
suon d6 (d3) ludn séng ma khong can su ban phat linh hon tir Chtia. Eva khao
khat dugc tim lai co thé minh, tré vé Vi cai ban dau cia minh trong sy két noi
v6i Adam. Néu khong tim thay co thé minh (trudc d6), Eva sé di tim nhiing co
thé khac c6 kha nang twong thich hon. Ngoai tinh hay dam déng thuc ra chi 1a
cach hau thé phién dich ¢ ngit-c6 mau sang ma ngdn ngir hién dai.

Sex 1a mot trong nhitng dé tai phd bién trong trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer

va cling la mot trong nhitng am anh tré di tro lai trong y thirc cling nhu vo thuc &
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cac nhan vat cua ong. Vai 1.B. Singer, viéc dat con nguoi trong mdi quan hé Véi
sex da gitip nha van hiéu va kham phé doi séng con ngudi mot cach toan ven nhat,
Ong ciing timg tuyén bd: “Chang c6 1i do gi ngin can t6i viét vé né ca. Néu khong
c6 sex thi ban dd khong c6 mit trén thé gioi nay va t6i ciing thé. Tt ca chung ta
déu duoc tao ra tir sex. Vay thi lam sao c6 thé viét vé con nguoi ma lai khong dé
cap dén nd chi? Chiing ta khong thé nhin nhan ngudn géc san sinh ra ching ta la
mot diéu gi d6 xau xa ca. Chuyén dé that 1a phi li va nuc cudi” [DT 12,39].

Trong sb cac nhan vat chay theo tiéng goi ban ning voi nhilng dam mé
nhuc duc, dam mé va khat khao hon ca 1a nhiing nhan véat ni. Elka trong Gimpel
thang ngoc, Lise trong Sw diét vong cua Kreshev, Akhsa trong Vicong mién
mudng thi, Taibele trong Taibele va con quy Cia cd, Hanka trong An nho ¢
ddu. .. 1a nhimg ngudi phu nit (dan ba hoac trinh nir) dugce xay dung nhu phan dé
ctia c6 mau me hién, & ho phong chiéu day du nhitng mat téi, goc khuat ¢ ¢b
MAau me, noi ma sitc manh ban ning Id (cai No6) vuot qua su kiém soat cua Ego
(cai To1) va dong dung nham libido phun trao manh liét khong chiu sy kim kep
ctia cac rao can li tri va dao dirc cling nhu céc cdm ki ton gido.

Nhitng 4m anh qua muc vé tinh duc va ham mudn dy cac nhéan vat tgi sy
vi pham nhiing quy dinh dugc ghi trong Kinh Thanh, nhimng diéu nguoi Do Thai
khong dugc phép lam. Quan niém vé hon nhan va hanh phuc cua dan toc VOi
nhitng con ngudi ctia Kinh Thanh (hén nhian mot vg mot chdng): cling nhu chi
dugc phép tén tho mt Chiia thi ciing chi duoc phép ldy mét vel chéng.

Elka, ngudi dan ba phong déng trong Gimpel thang ngoc, buéng minh theo
tiéng goi thuan tay ban ning, su khao khat thiéu tryi manh hon Elka kho can va
ludén khat chd mot con mua duc tinh lam diu di ngon ltra ban nang chay ruc trong
cd. Ciing boi vay, Elka ngoai tinh v&i biét bao ngudi dan ong. Elka lia doi
Gimpel ca khi da lay anh. Co ltra doi anh phai nu6i nhiing da con cua nguoi
tinh va ngoai tinh trén chinh chiéc giwdng cua hai nguoi. Khi Gimpel tro vé, anh
nhin thdy va to y nghi ngd, co bao d6 1a bong cua chiéc xa. Nhiing khat khao
cudng nhiét, vo d6 huy hoai chinh cudc doi Elka, bién cudc doi co trd nén vo
nghia. Tudéng nhu cai dich cia cudc doi co, séng 1a dé lira Gimpel, song thuc
chat Elka d3 lira d6i chinh minh, tu hay hoai cudc séng va dé né sa vao tay ma
quy. Trong Su diét vong cua Kreshev, Lise nguoi con gai thong minh, mo dao va
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c6d mot tinh yéu thanh thién, trude hai nguoi con trai cau hén, Lise chon chang
trai hoc thic téi tir Warsaw char khong phai nguoi toi tir Lublin giau ¢6 nhung
thiéu hiéu biét. Biéu dy chung to Lise yéu bang tinh yéu rat muc trong sang,
khong chut vu lgi hay tinh toan. Tinh yéu, véi Lise, la khao khat vé su hoa hop
tinh than. Tinh yéu c6 stc manh than ki, cam bién mot ¢o gai nhut nhat va so hai
tré thanh nguoi ¢di mé va khao khat. Song, tiéng goi cta quy mé hoac du dd co
vao tinh yéu toi 15i. Quy gieo ric trong Lise sy hoai nghi vé nhitng diéu ran cua
Chua. Ciing nhu cung lic ton thd ca Chua 1an Satan, Lise ngoai tinh véi nguoi
danh xe nguya Mendel diu chong co 13 Shloimele. Ngoai tinh 13 viéc 1am bi cdm
ma chinh ¢6 cam thdy duoc su nguy hiém caa no. Toi 16i cua Lise lam day 1én
ngon lira dia nguc, giang tai hoa xudng ca cong dong. Két cuc, Lise treo ¢, tu
trirng phat nhitng 1am lac cta minh.

Su phong dang trong doi song tinh duc & ngudi dan ba trong truyén ngan
L.B. Singer luon duoc két néi voi nhitng ham muédn xac thit, nhimg thém khat
mang tiéng vong ban ning. Risha (Mdu), c6 18, 1a nguoi dan ba phong ding nhat
trong thé gidi nhan vat nix caa 1.B. Singer. Cudc doi cia ngudi dan ba nay 1a
chudi dai truy lac, 1a su bung nd cuc khoai ciia dam mé bj don nén. Risha khong
c6 con du di ba doi chong. Ngudi chong tha ba 13 Reb Falik ngoan dao, hon
Risha ba muoi tudi, vo ong da mat ciing hai dtra con. Ong van luén mong Risha
c6 thé sinh cho dng mot dtra con trai dé doc kinh Kaddish lac 6ng nam xubng
nhung thyuc té 6ng qué gia dé ndi téi chuyén sinh dé. Chi véi vai dong ngin ngui
trich ngang qua khir véi hai nguoi chong truéc cia Risha cho thay ban tinh hung
bao cia nguoi dan ba nay, ngudi dugc ménh danh 1a “sdt nam” (man-killer):
“Nghe n6i c¢6 di danh nguoi chong thir nhat bang gay, va sudt hai nim nguoi
chdng thar hai nam liét givong co ciing khong hé goi bac si” [106,39]. DAu hai
doi chong nhung Risha chua mot 1an sinh nd, nghia 1a chua thuc hién cai thién
chtic cao dep, phan ban nang nhét cua ngudi phu nit/ giong cai — chite nang sinh
san. Nhu “cay kho khong trai, gai doc khong con”, Risha mang trong minh mét
nguodn niang luong am tinh/ xung ning tw huy/ ban ning chét: “nhimng nang luong
trong ngudi dan ba binh thuong dé danh cho viéc sinh s6i nay né cua dong
gidng, dé duy tri, tiép tuc su sdng, néu khong duoc sir dung dé tao ra cudc sdng
méi thi nang lugng d6 s& quay lai huy hoai chinh n6” [12,53]. Chinh su don nén
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cua ngudn ning luong libido khong duoc giai phong (khéng sinh néd, ngudi
chdng qua gia nén co 1& khong thoa man nhimg doi hoi xac thit caa Risha) dan
dén nhitng 4m anh tinh duc qua méc & nhan vat, va ngoai tinh tro thanh giai
phap tat yéu trong trudng hop nay. Co dem 10ng say mé Reuben, mot ngudi dan
ong goa vo 1am nghé giét mo tai mot ngdi lang héo lanh. Ngay 1an gip dau tién,
Risha ding trao mét cam xuc kho ta, lan dau tién c6 dugc thady mot nguoi giét
md hap din nhu Reuben “Khi Risha tra tién Reuben, anh nam lay tay co va git
chat mot héi. Tay anh 4m 4p va ngudi cb run 1én vi sung suéng” [106,43]. Su
gan giii thé xac d3 danh thtc ban ning tinh duc bi kim/ don nén & Risha va
Reuben. Ciing giéng nhu Risha dang chay bong khat khao, Reuben - mot d6 té
Vvéi suc lyc cuong trang — séng trong canh goa vo, su tuong dong duc tinh &
nguoi dan 6ng goda vo va ngudi dan ba phong dang tré thanh mot nhip cau huyén
diéu, mot thir siéu ngdn ngir gitra con duc va con cai dugc phat di trong mua
giao hoan: “Khi mgt con duc va mot con céi khat them nhau, suy nghi ctia ching
gip nhau, con nay c6 thé doc duoc ¥ do cua con kia” (When a male and a female
lust after each other, their thoughts meet and each can foresee what the other will
do) [106,45]. Su kich duc ¢ nguoi dan ba dam dang nhu Risha da danh thic ban
tinh hung dir, tho bao, 16 ming & Reuben, anh khong noi mot 1oi ma quang tay
quanh co co rdi ghi chit vao nguoi minh. Bé ngoai, Risha c¢6 nhitng hanh dong
(vd) phan khang, ¢ ddy anh ra va noéi bang nhiing 10i dao duc: “T6i 1a gai ¢6
chong. Con anh 1a nguoi ngoan dao, c6 hoc. Chung ta sé bi thiéu ¢ Pia nguc vi
chuyén nay...” [106,46]. Thuc chat, tir ddu dén cudi tro choi tinh ai nay, Risha
hoan toan chu dong va trg thanh ké dong 16a, dau ludn miéng chiri raa Reuben 14
ké giét ngudi, ké cudp nhung “tay co lai ve vudt au yém, hon va déap tra nhitng
kich thich giong duc”. Tiéng noi ban nang chan thanh nhat vang 1én trong tam tri
ba mdt su thoa man: “Mot nguoi dan ba ba doi Chéng nhung chua lan nao cam
thay rao ruc nhu lan nay” [106,46]. Tro choi tinh 4i ¢ Risha truéc hét dugc day
1én tir sy khat khao xac thit, nhung bén canh d6 con boi xung nang tu huy —
muén dugc trai nghiém cam giac bi giét nhu nhitng sinh vat dudi ban tay cua
nguoi giét mo: “Trong con hing tinh, ¢6 yéu cau anh giét co. Tam ldy dau co,
anh van vé dang sau, va thoc tay vao hong co. Khi ngdi ddy, cd noi voi Reuben:
“ltc d6 anh da giét em” [106,46]. Cudc truy hoan cua Risha va nguoi giét mo 1a



64

mot cudc bao dam khong hon khong kém, né don thuan chi thoa man duc nang
ma khong dya trén sy hoa hop vé mit tm hon.

Ngay cang sa lay trong mdi quan hé ti 16i vai nguoi giét mo, dong thoi khat
khao xac thit birng day lan at tiéng noi cua li tri va luong tri, Risha bét chap luat 16
Do Thai, c6 hanh nghé giét mé, va tu tay cam dao cat ¢ nhiing con vat véi khoai
cam ding trao ngit ngu. Sau nhiing tranh cdi véi nhitng nguoi hang thit va ca
cong déng Do Thai do Risha ban thit bo cho ho, Risha bi xa lanh va c6 quyét dinh
cai gi4o tro thanh tin d dao Kitd. Risha dam déng gio d tré thanh ma so6i chuyén
an thit dan ba va tré nho, da bi nhitng ngudi hang thit danh chét. Hinh phat cho su
dam dang cia Risha khong chi 13 cai chét ma con 13 su rudng bo cia ngudi Do
Thai dbi véi ké phan giao, va nhitng ngudi Kitd gido ciing xua dudi co, d6 co 18 1a
hinh phat cao nhat danh cho mét t6i dd - mot linh hon toi 16i.

Co6 miu ngudi dan ba dam dang trong truyén ngin 1.B. Singer 1a nhiing
nhan vat bi chi phéi boi tiéng n6i dam mé, théa mén nhirng nhu cau xac thit. Bo
1a nhitng t6i dd, nhitng ké vi pham cdm ki. Tiéng noi ctia duc ning ¢ cac nhan
vat duoc 1.B. Singer hinh tugng hoa thong qua tiéng goi cua nhing luc lugng ma
quy. Bai vay, motif giao wéc Véi quy tré thanh yéu té quan trong 1am nén ¢6 mau
ngudi dan ba dam dang — ciing 1 ¢6 mdu thién than sa nga (fall angel).

2.2.2. Cim dé

Khoi nguyén ctia Sy Xuat hién nguodi dan ba trong c¢di thé gan lién véi
nhiing cau chuyén trong than thoai va Kinh Thanh cing chung y niém nguwoi
dan ba-cim dé va thuong dem nhiing tai hoa. Con ran quy quyét noi vuon dia
dang 13 sy héa than cua quy nir Lilith, a xai giuc Eva an trai cua cay hiéu biét:
“Ngudi nir thay trai cdy do bo an ngon, lai dep mat va quy vi dé mo tri khon, bén
hai an, rdi trao cho chdng ding gan minh, chong ciing an nira” [21,3]. Ca Lilith
va Eva 1 hién than ctia cam db khé vuot qua. Trong than thoai Hi Lap, Pandora
14 nguoi dan ba dau tién trén trai dat duoc tao ra dé trang phat loai nguoi.
Epimehtee diu d3 duoc ngudi anh ctia minh, vi than Prometheus c6 kha ning
tién tri, can din khong cho nguoi dan ba vao nha nhung trudc nhan sic cua
Pandora, chang d4 quén 15i din caa anh trai minh. Pandora cung chiéc hop mang
theo da gieo rac nhitng hat gidng tat bénh 1én trai dat nay. Hay nhiing Sirene
trong huyén thoai phuong T4y 1a nhitng sinh vat nira nguoi nira c4, ho c6 nhiém
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vu cit lén tiéng hat mé hodc dé lra nhitng nguoi di bién va khién ho ti nan.
Tiéng hat cua Sirene tré thanh biéu twong cua nhimg cam dd mé hoic: “Néu
cudc doi duoc vi nhu mét hanh trinh, thi nhitng Sirene thé hién nhiing cam bay,
do nhitng ham muén va nhimg dam mé duc vong sinh ra” [7,819]. Dé vuot qua
cam dd cua cac Sirene, hoic bang cach khuéc tir nhitng duc vong ban ning (nhét
sap ong vao 10 tai dé khong nghe thiy gi c4) nhu nhitng nguoi ban dong hanh
cua Ulysee, hodc hanh dong nhu chang Ulysee “bam chat vao cai thuc té cing
ran cia cot budm & chinh gira con tau, tic la cai truc trong yéu cua tinh than, dé
xua dudi nhitng 40 anh caa dam mé” [7,819].

Ngudi dan ba cam dd co chirc ning mé hoic, 16i kéo va huy hoai con
duong rén luyén, tu tdp va hanh trinh ctia cdc anh hung, nha tu hanh... Uma
trong than thoai An D9, nho sic dep quyén rii cung diéu mua khéu goi di huy
hoai con dudng tu tap cua than Siva — ngudi theo chi nghia khd hanh. Trén con
duong thién 1i sang T4y Tréc thinh kinh, thay tro Dudng Tang trong Tdy du ki
(Ngb Thira An) dd vuot qua 81 kiép nan, trong sb cac yéu quai can tré hanh trinh
tGi dat Phat, nir yéu quai chiém mat sb lugng 16n. Nguoi phuong Pong khai quat
thanh triét 1i “anh hing khé qua ai mi nhan”. “Lira thir vang, vang thir dan ba,
dan ba thir dan ong”, nguoi dep 1a mot thir cam dd can vuot qua dé tiép tuc su
nghiép cta minh, lich sir nhan loai, & moi thoi, trén khap cac chau luc, da chung
Kién biét bao triéu dai, dé ché diét vong ciing chi boi Ngudi Pep. Nguoi dep 14 ki
quan bi an cta nhan loai, ngan doi nay bao ké chinh phuc, c6 ké tim thay hanh
phuc, cling ¢6 ké guc nga, tham chi bé mang dudi chan nguoi dep.

Nguoi dan ba cam db mang trong minh mot ma lyc rat Ién c6 kha ning
(thu) hat moi ddi tuong va cudn ching vao trung tdm cta minh. Sy cam db &
ngudi dan ba trong truyén ngin 1.B. Singer noi riéng va van hoc néi chung chu
yéu thé hién ¢ hai khia canh cam dd sac duc va cam do tu tuong (1am lac).

Trudc hét 1a cdm dé vé sic duc dugc thé hién trong cac truyén C6 doc, Cai
chét cia Methuselah, Anh ban bo cdnh ciing, Goi hon, Nguwoi ban cia Kafka,. ..
Trong truyén ngan cua 1.B. Singer, nguoi doc thay tré di trd lai canh nguoi dan
ong lung tung bat luc trudc nguoi dan ba goi duc, hodc ludn gip nhiing rac roi
ma ngudi phu nit dem lai (Chuyén bus, Nguweoi si tinh). Sy Xuét hién cta ho co thé

duoc xem nhu mot thir thach (test) dirc tin va 1ong cong chinh & mdi ngudi.
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Nhén vat “t61” trong Cé dgc bat an trudc sy Xuat hién cua ngudi dan ba Cuba
trong khach san. Véi hinh hai x4u xi, dj tat, trong mat ong, 4 1a hién than cua ma
quy dang tim moi thi doan dé biy 6ng: “A Cuba nhin t6i vé mo 4am - mot my phu
thay that bai trong ma thuat caa y, mot sy im lang cia bon quy bao quanh t6i va
nhitng trd bip bom xao quyét cua ching” [106,77]. Ban dau Xin & nho phong,
nhung sau d6 6ng hot hoang khi thay 4 ndm canh minh ¢ trén givong. Bi xua dudi,
nguoi dan ba Cuba phan ung gay git: “A nhd nudc bot vao mat t6i, ra khoi
giuong, roi doéng sam cira lai. T6i voi lau mit, nhung nudc bot cta a lam t6i nhu
phai nudc sbi. Toi cam thay tran minh bdc khoi trong bong t6i, va da ngira ngay
véi mot cam giac kéo cang, nhu thé bi dia hit mau” [106,76].

Sy quyén rii xac thit ctia nguoi dan ba ludn tré thanh cam biy ddi voi nguoi
dan 6ng. Trong Anh ban bo cdnh cung, Dosha — ngudi tinh ndm xwa cta nhan
VAt “t6i” — mot nha vin tién than bﬁng con duong than xac, sau nhiéu nim gap
lai nguoi ké chuyén, ba dwa ong vé nha minh va ho di 1én givdng cing nhau.
Chinh lac ca hai tran trudng thi ngudi dan ong dién cudng cia ba trd vé, nhan vat
t6i du minh ngoai lan can tim cach thoat than, khi 4y 6ng mai tham thia su vo
nghia ctia trd choi tinh 4i 1am 15i nay: “Thay vi trd lai mién dat htra ciia Nguoi
V6i sy lam méi dé hoc Torah va suy nghi vé diéu ran ciia Ngudi, toi di di lai véi
mot ngueoi dan ba dam dang ddnh mat minh trong nghé thuat phu phiém (vanity
of art)” [110,131]. Ciing nhu Dosha trong Anh ban bo cdnh cirng mang dén cho
nhan vat “t6i” nhitng au lo vé mot thi cam bay vo hinh nao d6, nit ba tude (qua
phu) trong Nguoi ban cia Kafka dén véi Jacques Kohn dot ngot vao mot dém
dong khién 6ng s¢ hii va tuong tuong phia bén kia canh cira 1a mot nir quy nao
d6 nhu Lilith, Namah hay Machlath. Cudc ai an giira nir ba tudc véi 6ng con
kich tinh hon ca kich mé 16: “ddt nhién toi thdy minh nam trén giwdng vai nit ba
tudc ma ngudi tinh ciia ¢o ta c6 thé pha ctra bat cir lac nao. Chung toi dap chung
hai cai chan t6i dang ddp va khong budn quan nhiing chd thira nhu moi khi. Téi
loay hoay dén mirc quén ca cai lanh. Véi lai, t6i cam nhan duoc, Sy gan giii cua
co ta, khac véi nhiing gi toi da biét — hay c6 18 t6i da quén mat. Phai chang ké
thu cua toi dang cb bay ra trd choi moi? Tir vai nam trude gi da nghiém tac

durng cudc choi véi t6i” [108,9].
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Khong chi s¢ hitu sic duc mé dam ma me khung khiép con c6 kha ning
Moi goi, cdm dé con ngwoi béi cdc tw twéng sai trdi, tdi 161 nhu vong hdn ngudi
ba (dead grandmother) trong Vicong mién muéng thi, Namaah trong Cdi chét
cua Methuselah. .. Cudc sdng sau khi chét 13 van dé than thiét d6i voi mdi nguoi
Do Thai, nhitng con nguoi ludn tin vao su tdn tai Chua — Satan, thién duong —
dia nguc, thién — ac, thién than — ma quy. Nhiing cau chuyén vé ma, quy luon
dugc L.B. Singer dat trong mdi quan hé véi doi séng tran thé cua con ngudi,
bang nguyén tic ddi anh qua guong, nha van li giai hién thuc doi séng qua ling
kinh ki 40. Sau cai chét cua nguoi ba, Akhsa (Vieong mién mudng thit) khuéc tir
tat ca méi quan hé véi moi nguoi. Md cbi cha me thir thud tho bé, ong ba tré
thanh nhiing nguodi than yéu nhét cua Akhsa, ¢o séng cd ddc, khong co ban be,
c6 18 boi thé dén tudi két hon ma khong chiu ldy chong. Dac biét, sau cai chét
ctia nguoi ong, Akhsa tro troi mot minh trong ngdi nha vang vé, cling tir day, thu
vién véi nhitng cudn sach chira trong d6 nhitng bi mat da dugc Akhsa kham pha,
hap dan hon ca 1a Sach Job. Khong phai ngau nhién, linh hon ong ba tré vé trong
gidc mo sau khi Akhsa kham phé nhiing trang sach (cam dd)/ (cAm). Hon nita
tiéng néi cua hai linh hon dy d6i 1ap nhau. Gidc mo 13 10 ty tha cia trai tim, no
16t “mat na” cua cha thé dé thdy nhimg mau thuin gitra y thtrc va vo thac trong
Akhsa khi bi vay 4m béi nhitng trang Sach Job. Loi ngudi ba 1a tiéng néi cia vo
thirc duoc bung ra manh mé, khuyén nhu Akhsa hiy hanh dong theo nhiing diéu
trai tim khao khat, con linh hén ngudi 6ng — tiéng noi cua y thic — 1én tiéng kéo
Akhsa tro vé véi nhimg gia tri chuan muc cua mot ngudi Do Thai, 6ng khang
dinh: “Pay khong phai ba ciia chau, né 1a mot linh hon toi 16i gia dang dé danh
lra chau” [113,17]. Ngay lap tic, linh hon ngudi ba 1én tiéng pha nhan va phan
bac: “Akhsa, d6 khong phai 1a ong chau, ma 13 mot tén yéu tinh ¢ sau nha tim”
[113,17]. Nguoi ba néi cho cd bi mat vé chiéc vuong mién muéng thi trong
chiéc gdi cua Akhsa. Tin 1di ma quy, tin vao siic manh ngau vat (vuong mién
mudng thi1) nghia 14 di nguoc 101 rin ctia Chua, Akhsa mac bo quan 4o mau den,
cai trang va bo di noi khac. Akhsa trg thanh ké phan gido, c6 l1ay chi mot dién
trang va chuyén sang dao Kit6. Ngudi dan ba cam dd (linh hon toi 16i) xui giuc
va mé hodc con ngudi dat chan téi mién dat tu tuong toi 16i day hap din ma mdi

nguoi kho 6 thé cudng lai. Hon nita, su cam dd tu tuong duoc day 18n tdi mac
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cao nhat, bién nhan vt tré thanh ké “cai dao” (t0i nang nhat duoc ghi trong sach
luat Talmud). Su 1am lac bao gio cling phai tra gia! Mot phut nong ndi, Akhsa
danh mat duc tin dé toan bd phan doi con lai ¢6 phai trai qua nhiing thir thach/
tring phat ¢é mong duoc phuyc sinh.

2.2.3. Phu thiy

Truyén ngan I.B. Singer sinh thanh trén manh vuon van hoc dan gian Do
Thai, noi day ép cac cau chuyén li ki, huyén 40 vé ma quy. Bai thé, mot cach tu
nhién nhét, nhitng nhan vat ma quy tro thanh “hon via” trong cac sang tac cua
6ng. David G. Roskies khang dinh: “ong chua bao gid Do Thai hon khi viét vé
ma quy; chua bao gid khoi hai, tré trung va vui vé hon khi viét vé mot hon ma”
[98,269]. Tur goc nhin tu sy, 1.B. Singer sir dung ngudi ké chuyén ma quy (The
demon as storyteller) trong truyén ngan ciia minh dé tao nén sic mau Do Thai rat
dic trung: “Khéng gi Do Thai hon mot hon ma Do Théi. Lorelie toc vang &
Rhine, sheydim toc den tir ngdi nha Do Thai, tir tir budc ra sau bép 10 vao mot
budi chiéu Sabath, khi nhitng ngudi trong gia dinh dang & 18 cau nguyén. Tir luc
sinh ra toi luc qua doi, mot ngudi Do Théi phai dau tranh véi nhitng sheydim
nay, nhitng ké an udng gidng con ngudi, véi ruhin hon lia khoi xac, va vai lilin,
ké da 4m anh hinh hai con ngudi, nhung ciing c6 canh. Ketev nguy hiém nhat
vao budi chiéu va mua he nong buc, khi Lilith, vo ctia Samael, lam hai tré so
sinh va cac ba me¢” [98,260].

Vi sao phu thily thuong gan lién véi phu nit ma khong phai nam gisi? Pa
$6 1a My phir thity ma it xuat hién ldo phii thiy?

Tir goc nhin phan tdm hoc, C.G. Jung cho rang phu thuy chinh 1a sy phong
chiéu cua cai anima nam tinh, “nir phu thuy 1a ban sao gidng cai ctia ké chiu toi
thay, ho chuyén vao dé nhiing yéu t6 tam toi cia nhiing xung ning trong con
nguoi ho” [7,742]. Ong cho rang: “Phu thuy chi 1a mot biéu twong cua nhiing
ning luong tao sinh co tinh ban ning vo ki luat, khong dugc thuan hoa, va
nhitng ning luong 4y co thé tac dong di nguoc voi loi ich cia cai toi, cua gia
dinh, cua thi toc. Phu thity 1a nguoi nhan dam duong nhitng sic manh den toi
cua vo thirc, biét cach stir dung sitc manh d6, do vay dam bao cho minh nhitng
quyén nang d6i véi nhimg ngudi khac” [7,743].
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Phu thay hién dién trong moi nén vin hoa trén thé gisi. Trong cac nén vin
hoc phuong Pong, ngudi phu nit luén duoc gan lién vai cach hiéu 13 trung tam
truyén dan sic manh hay hoai, stc manh hic am (black power). Rat nhiéu cac
truyén ki 40, truyén kinh di, truyén ma trén thé giéi c6 nhéan vat chinh 1a ma nix, hd
nit (Tién déng tén thogi — Ct Huu, Tdy du ki — Ngd Thira An, Liéu trai chi di — B
Tung Linh, Truyén ki man luc — Nguyén Dit,...) hdm hai lvong dan. O cac qudc
gia sir dung loai hinh Han ngir nhu Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban, Triéu Tién, Viét Nam,
chung ta co thé nhan thay cau tao mot sb tur trong Han ngr thé hién rd quan ni¢m
“nam t6n Nt ti” in ddu sdu ddm nhu san pham tit yéu cua x3 hoi nam quyén.
Nhiing chit mang y nghia tiéu cuc thudng gan véi bo Z8 (nix — phu nix), nhu:

¥F (gian — gian ddi), X (n6 — dtra ¢), & (Vong — can, ngdng) IF (d6 — ghen
ghét), 1% (ki — con &), Ik (véu — yéu quai), & (gian — gian giao, gian dam, ké 4c),
% (phanh — trai gai di lai vung trom vai nhau), 38 (xwdng — con hat, gai diém),
IR (bicu — di diém, gai), 2= (lam — tham lam), & (xuy — x4u xi), Bk (tdt — ghen
ghét), 188 (lan — ludi biéng). ..

Tt diém nhin vin héa dan gian Do Thai, phu thuy cung voi tiéu quy
(imp), ma soi (werewolf) 1a nhiing sinh vat huyén thoai quan trong dbi véi
huyén thoai Do Thai. Geoffrey Dennis trong Witches — My Jewish Learning
(Phii thily — Bai hoc Do Thdi ciia t6i) cho rang: “Phu thuy c6 mat trong hau hét
cac nén vin héa trén thé gigi va ching thuong duoc coi nhu nhiing thay thubc
hanh nghé bang ta thuat. Do d6, khong lay gi lam ngac nhién khi chung ta co
thé tim thdy phu thity trong vin hoa dan gian Do Thai. Diéu thd vi 1a quan diém
Do Thai vé phu thuy khac biét trong su két néi voi thoi dai va dia 1i hoc. Doi
khi, chiing duoc xem nhu mot van dé nghiém trong va déi khi ching duogc coi
nhu mot lo lang nho. Ngudn géc cua ma thuat duoc quy vao céc thién than sa
ngd day nhitng ngudi vo di chét cua ho. Pdy la If do vi sao nguwoi Do Thdi
thwong lién két phy ni Véi phir thiy. Phu thay thuong giét nguoi khong ngd
vuc, nguyén raa dich tha va can thiép véi nhiing su sinh ng khoe manh va ho
duoc thuc day chi yéu boi 1ong d6 ki, ghen ghét hoac ho dung sirc manh dé bao
v¢ loi ich cia chinh minh” [DT 127,18-19].

Trong sé cac truyén ngan cua L.B. Singer duoc két ndi véi co6 mau (nir)/
(my) phu thity (witch), ta phai ké téi Cunegunde, Cdi chét ciia Methuselah, Phu
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thuiy, Henne liza. Stic manh hac am khong phai 1a diéu gi vo cung than bi va ki
quai, trong Hene liza, scc manh ay don gian dén tir 101 néi. Khai thay 1a 10, bai
vay, ca khi chua hanh dong, chi can con ngudi noi ra thi né ciing trd thanh hanh
dong. Motiekhe (Khong 16 va Ti hon) trong mét lan tic gian, co da budng 101 xac
pham Motie - ngudi chong ti hon ctia minh, ba ché giéu hinh hai nhé bé cta ong.
Motie quyét dinh s& kiém cho c6 mot ngudi chong that to 16n, dé anh xtimg d6i
Vi co khi dao phd. Moitekhe thuc tinh khong mong mudn ¢ thém ngudi chong
nao khac ngoai 6ng, bdi tinh cam c6 danh cho Motie that 16n lao, nd vira la tinh
vo chong, vira 13 tinh mau tir. Nhung nhitng 10 ¢6 noi ra trong lic nong gian
tuong vo hai lai khira vao tim chong c6 nhitng ndi dau khong sao v lanh. Henne
trong Henne li#a ciing 12 ngudi dan ba ac khau nhu Motie. Henne 13 ngudi phu
nir c6 cach cu xir ki di v6i chong va bon dira con gai. Tat ca déu cho Henne 1a
ngudi dan ba ngap trong tdi 16i nén ho da dit cho ba biét danh Henne Fire. Vao
mot budi toi mua déng, Kopel ngudi dan 6ng hang x6m nhin thdy ngon hia bbc
chay & ngoi nha cua nguoi tho gidy bén kia duong. B khong phai 1a ltra binh
thudong. Cai ma ong ta trong thay chi 1a 40 anh. Liura béc chay tir ngdi nha cua
Henne. Lra chon von bay lugn nhu ma quy: “Nhitng ngon hra nhé bay quanh
nhu nhiing con chim. Vay ngi cia Henne dang boc chay. Kopel giut chiéc vay
khoi nguoi ba va ba dung d6 tran truéng nhu ngay ba chao doi” [107,140]. Moi
ngudi xa lanh Henne vi khéng ai mudn ganh chiu nhiing hau qua do toi 13i cua
ba gay ra. Trong luc ba téi gap gido si, ngdi nha ciia ba da bi bbc chay trudc su
bat lyc cua linh citu hoa. Nhitng 1oi nguyén raa ciia Henne ddi véi chong, con va
nhitng ngudi hang xo6m 1ap tic hiéu nghiém, mang lai rac réi va hoan nan.
Henne chét boi chinh 101 n6i ctia minh, nhimg ngén tir mang sic manh huy diét
cua lra. Nhitng ngau nhién va mau sic than bi duoc 1.B. Singer sir dung tao nén
nhiéu 16p lang cho cau chuyén. Tir nhiing ngau nhién ay, nha van dat ra van dé
vé siic manh ciia ngon tir — khéi thiy la loi (logos). Loi néi cling ¢6 kha nang
lam t6n thuong con ngudi, “16i n6i doi mau”. Pong thdi, ngon tir cling co thé
giét chét ngudi néi khi ho khong 1am chi duge nd. Khong nhitng thé, thong qua
hinh tugng nhan vat Henne, ké dung 161 nhu mdt phuong thirc “gay t6i”, 1.B.
Singer dat ra van dé “pham toi trong tdm tudng”, sy chong lai Chaa trong tim

tuong chir khong nhat thiét duoc hién thuc hoa thong qua hanh dong cu thé. Lira
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chay & bén ngoai la hinh anh dugc “phong 16n” va “rtra hinh” tir birc tam anh
dugc vay that chang chit bai nhitng cdm doan khac. Vo thirc 1a ltra, 1a khao khat
duoc noi loan va vi pham 101 rin cua Chia.

Trong van héa phuong T4y, nit phu thay tré thanh hinh trong nhan vat phd
bién trong thé gisi truyén cb tich, thuong quen goi 1a mu phu thity. D6 1a nhitng
mu gia x4u xi, kho tinh, doc ac, khon ngoan, song trong ngdi nha biét lap voi
mMoi nguoi (ngdi nha chan g ma quai), thudng an thit tré con. Bé phat huy sirc
manh hay diét, cac phu thily thudng co phép thuat va biét lam buia dé ham hai ké
khac. Vat dung quen thudc cua phu thuy 1a cay chdi biét bay. Pac biét, phu thuy
thuong hay nguyén ria (curse)/ tién tri tai hoa gidng xudng cong ddng.
Cunegunde trong truyén ngan cung tén von 13 mot bé gai mo coi dang thuwong,
sébng cung anh chi. Nhung do chinh cudc séng x6 day, don ép, dé tu bao vé
minh Cunegunde di trd thanh phu thuy. Mé dau tac pham, Cuneginde hién
Ién voi hinh dang X4u xi, ma quai: “Nhé va map, mét va miii cia mu to nhu
mat va mdm cho bun, cam rong” [106,259], toc bét va xoan lai v6i nhau nhu
nhitng chiéc sing gom ghiéc, di chan dat va mac quan 4o va. Ciing nhu moi
phu thuy, Cunegunde séng an minh & tap 1éu gitra dam lay trong rimg sau —
khong gian gan lién véi cai chét, toi ac va ca sy rudng bo. Khong chi ngudi
lang cAm con cai ho khong dugc phép bén bang hay di qua tap 1éu cia “con
ran doc Cunegunde” ma ngay ca nhitng con vt ciing xa lanh my. Chim 1am t6
trén mai nha khac nhung tuyét nhién khong ai nghe thay tiéng chim hét trén
mai 18u cua mu.

Khong con niém tin & sy che ché va long thuong x6t ciia Chua, boi
Cunegunde chiu vo van tc hiép va dau kho, tat ca moi tha nhu chéng lai co,
ngudi ta danh o tan bao, cac loai vat cao, soi, chon, chd hoang. .. dudi theo. Sau
su kién bi mot my gia danh bat tinh trén dong co, Cunegunde dang thuong va
ngoan dao quyét hoc cac phép thuat bao vé chinh minh. Nhiing tim bua ma thuat
duoc mu 1am ra tir viéc pha ché tir rat nhiéu cac doc to va cac vat do ban:
“Nhiing ba gia vac cudc ra dong khong phai dé boi khoai ma 1a dao ré cy va co
dai phuc vu cho ma thuat ctia my. C6 mét ngudi bao ché trong léu caa mu: nhiing
diéu nho ban ctia quy va noc rin, sau bap cai, diy lay nhay cing véi mot nguoi

dan ba da bi treo ¢6” [106,260]. Thirc an cia phu thuy khong phai 14 rau ci ma
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thuong 1a thit dong vat, nhiing thir nguoi dan ghé tom thi vai ba lai rat thich thu:
thit cho, thit méo, va ca thit chudt chét trén canh déng. Nhiing 16i nguyén cua
ctia Cunegunde ban dau 1a hanh dong ban ning mang tinh tu vé khi bi ché nhao,
sau chuyén thanh ban niang xam hai, giét chéc. Nhimg nguoi thuoc thé hé cua
mu chang con ai, mu d3 gia va khong ai ché nhao nita, tuy nhién lac nay mu da
quen nguyeén raa. Luc nao mu ciing 1am bam: “Chét choc va tai hoa, ltra va dich
bénh, 1udi 16 loét va phong rop”. Song moi tai hoa dén véi dan lang khong phai
déu xuét phat 161 nguyén rua cia Cunegunde, d6i khi 1a hau qua tit yéu cua doi
séng con ngudi gdy ra ma Cunegunde chi 13 ngudi tién tri cho moi nguoi biét
didu gi s& Xay ra va vao thoi gian nao. Trong khong khi 0i birc, hoi ham bdc 1én
tir ddm ldy, tran cudng phong trudc bio, Cunegunde ngui thiy va biét dugc:
“Pay khong phai 1a con bio tai va, nd di tich tu trong nhiéu thang. Giita nhitng
ngudi nong dan trong lang xdy ra tham nhiing, bat cong. Cunegunde ciing duoc
truyén vé cac yéu tinh, ma soi, va cac loai gian ac khac. Nhing dira con hoang
khong ¢6 cha. Nhitng goa phy loan luan véi con cai ho, nhidu nguoi chin gia stc
thong dam cung bo, ngua, lon. Mot ngon dén lap 1de trén dam lay vao ban dém.
Xuong ngudi bi dao 1én béi nhitng nguoi thu hoach khoai tay” [106,267]. Cudi
cung, Cunegunde bi tiéu diét bai mot hon ma Stoch, chong chwa cudi cua
Yanka, nguoi ma Cunegunde cho thudc doc noc rin co tac dung quén di cau
chuyén tinh dau budn. Nhung thubc doc cua my da giét hai Yanka. U4t han vi
hanh dong doc ac cua mu phu thiy gay nén canh am duong cach biét, Yanka tim
ldy mu ma dép, kéo 16 mu trén san rdi gidm chan 1én bung mu. Cunegunde chét
mot cach thé tham, mu thay minh dang bay trén khong trung rdi roi xudng dia
nguc, mu thdy xac ngudi treo lo ling, nhitng ké thu lién két véi nhau dé tra thu
mu. Trong dau don tuyét vong, véi nhiing 101 sau cung, Cunegunde la 1én “Me
thiéng liéng, ctru con!”. Con bdo doi thang vao ngdi lang gy nén nhiing thiét
hai I6n, nhung khong ai thiét mang, trir Cunegunde: “HOom sau, nhiing nguoi
ndéng dan t&i tim mu phu thay thi thdy tip 1éu cia mu da bi sap. Mu bi ép vé
phia trude. Oc phoi ra khoi hop so, va khong c6 gi con lai ngoai ddng xuong.
Mot chiéc thuyén chd xac mu téi mot nha thd nho™ [106,269-270].

Cunegunde, mu phu thuy doc ac ctia ngdi lang, ciing that dang thuong. Qua bi
kich dau dén ciia Cunegunde, dudng nhu 1.B. Singer dit ra van dé sy don day caa
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mdi trudng song phi nhan tinh khién con nguoi trd nén tha héa. Cunegunde von 1a
bé gai md coi dang thuong, s phan dau kho tir khi chap chitng nhitng bude di dau
tién. Khi nguoi cha con séng, trong nhimg con say, 6ng thuong danh dap. Anh trai
va chi gai ba chong gheo, doa nat ba bang nhimg cau chuyén vé Dziad va Bubuk, vé
yéu tinh Tekla. Cunegunde chin ngdng trén canh déng, mwa d4 to nhu con ngdng
roi trang dau c6 bé sau tudi va lam chét mot con ngong duc, boi thé ¢ bi danh.
Khong mot ai yéu thuong va che chd cho dira bé mo ¢di toi nghiép, trai lai tat ca
déu chdng lai co, bét nat va tc hiép co. Bé co thé buon chai trong cudc doi, ban
ning séng thdi thuc ban niang ti vé & con ngudi dé c6 gitp chii thé chéng choi véi
nhiing su xam hai tir bén ngoai. Tuy nhién, ban ning ty vé khong dugc Kiém soat sé
tro thanh ban ning xam hai thii nghich con ngudi, dudi cing giét tan, tim moi cach
dé thu tiéu d6i phuong. Tir diém nhin ki 40, ban ning xam hai — phan thu tinh dugc
khoéc 1én tAm 4o choang den tdi ctia sic manh hac am, nhung tir phuong dién tim
li, co thé 1i giai, ma thuat cta phu thay 13 sy du thira va bung nd cta ngudn ning
lwong tinh duc, ban ning. Hiéu nhu thé, cang thiy ¥ nghia sdu sic toat 1én tir tac
pham ctia 1.B. Singer, trong con ngudi ludn tiém tang hai ngudn ning luong tich
cuc va tiéu cuc, néu duge yéu thuong thi mat tich cuc s€ téa sang thu hep sy toa
bong cta ning luc tiéu cyc, nhung néu tiép can véi nguodn nang luong chét nhu thu
han, ham hai... ngay tc khéc, nguén nang lugng am tinh trdi day manh mg, né téa
bong (Am)/ (rAm) che khuét ving sang cta tri tué va luong tri, dam mé xac thit va
huy diét tan pha con nguoi va thé gisi quanh minh.

Cé mau me khang khiép trong truyén ngin 1.B. Singer mang trong né
nhitng nét nghia chung nhat cua nhitng tap hop nhan vat don 1¢, riéng biét dé noi
t6i nhitng ngudi phu nit voi nhimg dic tinh tiéu cuc nhu sy hay diét, cai chét,
dam dang va ma quéi... Péu mang y nghia tiéu cyc, nhung ¢6 mau me khung
khiép co thé phan thanh cac tiéu loai, cac nhanh c6 mau (c6 mau tha cap) dé
nhan dién, bao gom: Ngudi dan ba dam ding, Ngudi dan ba cam dd, Phu thuy.

Tiéu két chwong 2

|.B. Singer quan niém, nguoi phy nit mang trong minh phan nguyén so,
thanh thién: “Phu nit it hoai nghi hon nam gidi. Ho khong can phai néi cogido
ergo sum (Toi tu duy toi ton tai). Ho biét ho ton tai” [48,118]. Bai vay, trong
nhiéu truyén, ngudi ké chuyén trong tac pham cia 6ng thuong 1a nhan vat ni,
nhat 1a cac ba 130. C6 mau me hién tro thanh mach ngam xuyén subt, két ndi thé
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gidi truyén ngan 1.B. Singer, noi bat véi nhitng pham chét tét dep nhu tinh yéu
thuong vo bo, duc hi sinh, long vi tha, yéu thuong, che chd va ctu rdi. Nhiing
mit tiéu cyuc caa c6 Miu nay dugc thé hién & c6 mau me khang khiép. Co6 mau
me khung khiép dugc thé hién thong qua cac ¢cd6 mau hinh twong nhu nguoi dan
ba dam dang, nguoi dan ba cam db, va phu thuy,... nhimg hinh twong duoc két
ndi véi y niém vé cai xau, cai ac, chét choc va huy diét. Co6 mau me trong truyén
ngdn I.B. Singer duoc hién 1én day du trong tinh ludng dién caa c6 mau nay, vira
13 me yéu thuong ché che vira 1a me hay diét. Lién quan gan giii véi b6 mau me,
cd mau dat trong truyén ngin 1.B. Singer ciing vira 1a noi an trGi yén binh vira 1a
noi chét choc, khung khiép rudng riy con nguoi. Giita c6 mau me va c¢6 mau dat
c6 mot mbi lién hé, ddng nhat dé két hop véi nhau biéu dat ¥ niém: ME — COI
NGUON. Tur noin trong tiéng Hebrew twong duong voi homeland (qué nha),
birthplace (noi sinh), motherland (qué me) trong tiéng Anh. Trong tiéng Hebrew
hién dai, tir n79in (moh-LEH-det) (homeland) c6 xuit X tir cau tho trong Kinh
Thanh, tir goc cua tir nay 1a 7.5.5 (y.1.d), nghia 1a birth (su sinh d¢, su ra doi, su
thanh 14ap) [139]. Me hién thé hién ¥ niém vé sy binh an, noi cuu mang va che
chd, nguon sdng va yéu thuong. .. Thong diép ¥ nghia ay vé ¢6 mau me hién chi
phdi, lan toa thé gi¢i nghé thuat cua I.B. Singer. Trong tu duy nghé thuat cua
minh, nha van chu truong xay dung hinh tugng cac nhan vat thuc hién hanh trinh
kiém tim mién dat hira, mién dat cua sita va mat ong, thién duong cudc séng...
nhung ludn cam thay xa la va c¢6 don noi xt ngudi va ludn khao khat dugc tré vé
dat me, trd vé ¢oi nguon. Hodc co nhitng ngudi cam thiy ngot ngat trong/ boi
bau khong khi van minh, ho thuc hién hanh trinh chay trén, noi dén c6 thé khac
nhau, nhung noi d6 luén c6 mot ngudi phu nir dang chd doi ho dén dé chia sé,
dong vién, an ui. Hanh trinh 4y mang y nghia nhu mot chuyén vé ngudn, vé Véi
Me dé duoc tiép thém stc manh. Me vira hién vira khang khiép 1a cach biéu dat
¥ nghia vé cdi ngudn vira binh yén vira chét choc, vira cuu mang vira rudng bo,
vira khai sinh vira tan diét... in siu trong nép gap vo thuc cia dan toc Do Thai,
mot dan toc thiét tha mong wdc gan bo va tré Vé véi mién dat hira Canaan, nhung
ctr bi day xa mai, day ho vao nhitng hanh trinh kiém tim mién dt hira, tim kiém

nguon ¢oi va canh luu day nhan gian.
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Chwong 3
CO MAU HANH TRINH

Cudc song 1a mot hanh trinh bét tan bao chira trong d6 rat nhiéu hanh trinh
nhé caa nhiing chuyén ra di va tro vé. Matsuo Basho tung viét: “Ngay thang troi
nhu cac vi [t hanh vinh cttu trong thoi gian. Nam ciing thé. Cudc song tu no 1a
mot chuyén du hanh. Véi nhitng ké tiéu dao thang ngay trén thuyén, 1énh dénh
theo dong nudc, nhitng ké gia doi trén minh ngua thi ng6i nha thuc sy cua ho 1a
con dudng rong mé phia trude. Mot vai nha tho ¢b cling tir biét thé gian nay gitra
budc phiéu du” [1,15]. Cudc sdng chira bao diéu bi an, mdi ngay ¢ cdi nhan gian
ctia chung ta 1a mdi ngay kiém tim y nghia ctia cudc song, ta lai hiéu hon vé cugc
doi va con ngudi qua moi hanh trinh.

Hanh trinh/ du hanh (journey) c6 nghia 1a “chuyén di xa dai ngay”
[25,527]. O d6, nhan vat Iir khach thuc hién chuyén di, “thuong 13 1i tri nhung
doi luc cam tinh, trong sudt hanh trinh, anh/ c6 ta nhan thirc vé chinh minh hoac
tim thdy y nghia cudc sdng cua minh nhu sy cong nhan trong xa hoi” [74,112].
Nhan vat chap nhan thuc hién hanh trinh déng nghia vai viéc chap nhan sy the
thach trén sudt ching duong hoic kiém tim diéu gi d6, nhu: duong vé nha, tim
ban thé (su ty nhan thic), bi mat cua hanh phic. Khi con nguoi thuc hién mot
hanh trinh nao dé, bao gid cling thé hién su Chuyén bién ndi tim, mot sy trai
nghiém tu twong ma khong don thuan 1a sy di chuyén cuc bo. Theo C.G. Jung:
“Chung chung t6 mot tim trang khong thoa mén, thic day nguoi ta muu tim va
phat hi¢n nhitng chan troi méi” [7,386].

Trong Archetypes and motifs in folklore and literature: a handbook (Sé tay
Co Mdu va motif trong van héa déan gian va van hoc), cac nha nghién ctau khao
sat hanh trinh trong pham vi than thoai, truyén thuyét, truyén dan gian... va phan
loai thanh 3 dang pho bién duya trén phuong hudng di chuyén 1a: thé gioi trén cao
(the upper world), thé giéi dudi thap (the lower world), va thién dudng tran gian
(the earthly paradise). C6 thé thay cach phan chia trén khong 1 rang, giy kho
khin trong viéc xac dinh phuong huéng di chuyén. Thompson luu y: “d6i khi
phuong huéng trong hanh trinh di dén thé giéi khac dugc bicu thi vo cing mo
hd. Nhung sy mo ho chi ting thém tinh than diéu cia ngit canh trong hanh trinh
tGi mot thé gidi vuot 1én nhiing cai tam thuong” [65,191].
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Joseph Capell, trong The Hero with a Thousand Faces (4nh hung nghin
mgt) xac dinh hanh trinh ctia ngudi anh hung gém 17 budc, duge chia lam 3
ching: Khéi hanh (Departure) gom 5 budc Tiéng goi hanh trinh, Khuéc tir tiéng
gol, Sw gitip do siéu nhién, Vieot qua nguwéng dau tién, Bung Cia cd voi; Khai tim
(Initiation) gém 6 budc Con dwong cua nhing thir thich, Gap nir than, Pdn ba
nhur la ké cam dél quyén rii, Pén t6i cha, Ton lam than, Yéu cau cudi ciing; va Tré
vé (Return) gém 6 budc Tir chéi tré vé, Cude rit lui than ki, Tu gidi thodt, Vieot
qua nguéng tré vé, Chi nhan ciia hai thé gidi, Tuw do d@é song [51,45-226]. Trong
cong trinh nay, Joseph Campell di vao phan tich hanh trinh ctia cac nhan vat anh
hung trong sir thi nhu Odyssey ciia Homer. Nhitng budc ma ong da xac 1ap dé
nghién ciu V& hanh trinh ctia ngudi anh hing khong phd bién véi moi hanh trinh
cta cac nhan vat, ma phu hgp vdi nhitng nhan vat 1a anh hung trong st thi, hoac
nhan vat tiéu thuyét duoc xay dung mang tam voc ciia mot anh hung hoic mot con
ngudi tro-thanh-anh-hung nhu trong cac tic pham: Ramayana (Valmiki), Tdy du
ki (Ngo6 Thira An), Robinson Crusoe (Daniel Defoe), Don Quixote (M. Cervantes),
Harry Potter (J.K. Rowling), Nha gia kim (Paulo Coelho)...

V6i dung lugng va tinh chét tinh gon caa thé loai truyén ngan, nha van kho
c6 thé xdy dung hanh trinh cua nhan vét theo két ciu hanh trinh ctia nguoi anh
hung. Hon nita, thé gii nhan vat trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer 1a nhiing nguoi
binh thudng. Néu nguoi anh hing tim kiém chién cong va doi thay thé giéi bang
cach vuot qua nhiéu thir thach trén duong, thi nhan vat caa 1.B. Singer thyc hién
hanh trinh ¢t dé doi thay suy nghi, tu tuéng cua ban than. Tré ngai véi ho khong
phai nhitng luc luong thu dich tir thé gidi bén ngoai ma chinh 1a con nguoi bén
trong ho, ho dau tranh véi chinh con nguoi minh, gat b phan hoai nghi, toi 161 dé
trd nén dic hanh. Hanh trinh ctia nhan vat trong truyén ngan duoc tinh giam toi
da, luoc bo nhiéu budc so véi hanh trinh ctia nguoi anh hing nhung van dam bao
tinh chat cia mot hanh trinh: vé cdu friic, hanh trinh bao gid cling gom 3 chang ra
di — thir thach — tré vé; vé tinh chat, két qua caa hanh trinh 1a dem dén cho nhan
vat tham gia hanh trinh nhdn thitc vé thé gidi va vé chinh ho.

Hanh trinh trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer kha phong phii vé loai hinh, tinh
chat, mirc d9, va khong gian. Cin ctr vao muc dich, dong co, ddi twong cua mdi

hanh trinh, ching t6i nghién cttu ¢6 mau hanh trinh trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
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gan Voi ¥ nigm mién dich: thién dwong tran thé, thién dwong tinh di, va thdnh
dwong ban thé.

3.1. Thién dwong tran thé

Bi 4n luén 1a diéu tha vi, hdp dan con ngudi. Nhitng mién dat ludn vay goi
con ngudi 1én dudng tham dy vao nhitng hanh trinh, nhitng chuyén phiéu luu dé
kham pha va chinh phyc. Hanh trinh kham pha chau Mi cta nha tham hiém
ngudi Italia Cristoforo Colombo cuing chin muoi thiy thu trén ba tau bién tir Tay
Ban Nha di vé phia tiy ra Pai Tdy Duong ménh mong mai mai 14 biéu tugng cho
khat vong kiém tim va chinh phuc nhiing mién dat moi. D6 1a nhiing khao khat
ma rong bén bo hanh phiic cling nhu mé rong cac gidi han hiéu biét cho ca nhéan
con nguoi va toan nhan loai. An sau mo u6c vé mot mién dat 1a khat vong cua
hanh trinh kiém tim. Ong lio Santiago trong Ong gid va bién cd cua E.
Hemingway, mot con ngudi khong thoi khao khat gidc mo vé bién ca, vé hanh
trinh kiém tim hanh phtc. Hanh trinh chinh phuc bién ca cua Santiago ciing 1a
gidc mo vé mot mién dat.

3.1.1. Mién dit hira

Pat trong ki (rc ngan xua ctia dan toc Do Thai 1a mién mo tudng diéu ki,
thé giéi cua hanh phuc va tu do. D6 1a dat cia cac bac thanh, dat caa cac bac
chan phuc, dat bat tir, dat cua sira va mat ong... Trong subt bon muoi nam, ké
tr lic Moshe nhan 1oi huan thi tr Thién Chuta trén nai Sinai, ho di luu lac
nhiéu nam trong sa mac. C6 khi tuong ching ho ti bd ria ctia mién dat hua
Canaan, thoang trong thdy “nhung rdi bi troi xa bd va dat vao dong doi”. Nhu
nhitng con ngudi thodng thay chan 1i va mai mai kiém tim, trong lich sir hon
2700 nam, trai qua bao cudc luu day, ngudi Do Thai van khong nguéi gidc mo
tré vé mién dat ciia Chua, va mai t6i ngdy hom nay, dan toc ay van dang trén
hanh trinh kiém tim mién dat htra (promised land).

T gidc do vo thic ca nhan, nhitng an Gc bi don nén v& da thanh niém
mong moi duoc chay trén. Trong Nhitng cude tré chuyén cua lsaac Bashevis
Singer (Isaac Bashevis Singer Conversations), 1.B. Singer tung tdm sy: “Thua
thuc, ca doi minh, t6i luén mo vé viéc chay trén: diéu nay ludn 13 niém mo uéc
ctia toi... Y nghi ndy ludn gidy vo t6i. Mot ngay nao do, toi s& thuc su duoc trén

thoat” [56]. Vo thirc ca nhan cong hudng cung vo thic tap thé in dau 1én cac
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nhan vét cta ong, nhitng con ngudi ludn & trong hanh trinh hoic chay trén hoic
Kiém tim. D6 c6 thé 13 hanh trinh tré vé coi ngudn, tré vé mién dat cua cac bac to
phy, tré vé véi kinh thanh Jerusalem d3 bi thiéu trui: “Bd hai ngan nam ké tir khi
ching ta bi dudi khéi Pdt Thanh, va gio ddy ching ta dang c6 quay lai”
[108,254]; hay hanh trinh chay trén khoi mién dat nguc ti va hay diét, chay trén
su truy st ctia ké thu, ciing c6 khi 1a tim kiém mot Xt s& mo uée. ..

Nhitng mién dat &y mo rong khong gian trong truyén ngan |.B. Singer toi
moi mién theo budc chan cia ngudi Do Thai khép thé gioi: Israel, Ba Lan, Mi,
Nga, Purc, Anh, Tay Ban Nha, Brazil, Tho Nhi Ki, Tiép Khac, Argentina... Phan
lén cac cude hanh trinh dugc thuc hién bai su cau thic tir nhu ciu thoat khoi su
hay diét cia bom dan chién tranh va cudc tan sat ddm mau cua ké thu: Nhirng
the giday bé bong, Cé dgc, Mot dém ¢ Brazil, Ban thdo, Chuyén bus, Ong va
chdu, Shiddah va Kuziba, Chia khéa, Xom di cw, Nguoi viét thw, Thang con tor
M, Nhitng nguwoi hang xém, Hanka, Bo cdi ddang thiong, Chuyén phiéu lieu, An
nho & dau, Sirc manh dnh sdng, Sirc manh béng t6i... Thién dudng cudc song,
noi con nguoi ta chua mot lan d3t chan nhung lai c6 suc hép dan vo cung, boi
mién dat 4y duoc keé lai bang 10i cua ké khac va trong hinh dung ctia ngudi nghe
noi 4y khéc xa v6i noi minh dang séng, chét choc va huy diét, cudc séng hoang
tan nhu mot bai tha ma. Qué huong Ba Lan v&i Menashe va Shibtah trong Badn
thao 13 mién dat cua chién tranh va bom dan, xac nguoi phoi diy dudng va cac
trai tap trung cua Hitler duoc dung 1én & moi noi, ca hai da tim cach chay tron
khoi nha ti cudc song dé mong duoc che chd noi mién dat la. Co 18 bao tap
chién tranh da cudn ho t6i Lién X6 va roi ho coi viéc dén Lién X6 nhu mot chon
lya ciing niém mong moi tim thay mot cudc song mai yén binh. Khong bi ruong
ray khoi qué nha dé dan than vao hanh trinh mién dat hra nhu cac nhan vat
Hanka trong 4n nho ¢ ddu, Manushe va Shibtah trong Bdn thdo, Fulie trong Ong
va chdau,... cac nhan vat nguoi ké chuyén nha véan trong Chuyén bus, Hanka va
Mgt dém & Brazil 1a nhiing ngudi dang sdng o thién duong nudc Mi nhung ciing
khong thoi khao khat dugc 1én dugc, duge tim kiém mot mién dat moi ngay ca
khi nhan vat khong y thic mot cach 1 rang vé diéu nay. Di 1a cach dé thay doi
cudc séng, dé kiém tim dicu gi d6 méi meé/ khac so véi nhiing dicu lap lai
thuong nhat budén chan va “budn nén” (chir dung cua Jean Peaul Sartre).
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Chuyén di t6i Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) cia ngudi ké chuyén trong Mot dém &
Brazil da dem lai cho 6ng co hoi dugc lam quen va tro chuyén véi nhitng nguoi
la va ca dong bao cua minh dang séng & d6. Tiéng goi ra di dé kiém tim mién
dat hira kha mo hd, mo hd nhu 1a tién tri cia ngdn s& Moshe thuo xua vay.
Nhan vat trong Mot dém ¢ Brazil 1én duong béi 1a thu cia mot nguoi chua mot
lan gap mat, hay trong Chuyén bus nhan vat dén Tay Ban Nha nhu trong mot
tiéng goi mo hd nao d6, mo hd dén ndi khi da dat chan xudng du thuyén, anh ta
ty hoi sao minh lai ddn than vao mét chuyén du lich 25 ngay téi Tay Ban
Nha... Tiéng goi 1én duong dé kiém tim mién dat htra cua cac nhan vat dugc
két ndi véi kho vo thuc cong ddng va dugc thdi bung 16n thanh khat khao va
udc vong... LEN PUONG tr¢ thanh mot nhu cau va hanh dong tat yéu.

Sirc manh dnh sang ké vé hanh trinh chay tron khoi mién dat tu nguc, noi
bom dan cay xéo mat dat, noi nhimg xac chét Do Thai ngon ngang, dé dén Israel
cia David va Rebecca. Mién dat Israel khong chi dem lai cudc séng cho hai
ngudi ma con trd thanh vuon wom cho nhitng hat mam hanh phic, noi tinh yéu
nay né dom hoa két trai: “Nguoi Do Thai ¢ Israel chao dén ho voi tinh yéu
thuong da lam cho ho quén nhitng co cuc trén duong di. Ho 1a nhiing nguoi ti
nan dau tién dén dugc mién dat Thanh, va ho da dugc chu Cép déy du nhu cau
can thiét. Rebecca dd tim thdy nguoi than ¢ Israel va ho di chap nhan chung
trong vong tay 4m ap khi ma ching di tré' nén kha 6m yéu, ty nhién chiing mau
chong binh phuc” [112,307]. Khép lai cau chuyén vé hanh trinh kiém tim mién
dat hanh phuc cua Rebecca va David 1a mot két truyén c6 hau twa gidc mo cb
tich bang mot dam cudi va cudc sdng ém dém trong ngdi nha nho. Israel 1a dich
dén cho hanh trinh (ra di) kiém tim? Chinh xéc, ddy khong phai hanh trinh ra di
ma 14 hanh trinh tré vé, béi Israel trong tdm thirc ngudi Do Thai 1a mién dat t6
thanh linh. Vé Israel khong chi 14 hanh trinh phd bién trong truyén ngan 1.B.
Singer ma con in ddu sdu dam trong cic sang tic cua cac nén vian hoc Kinh
Thanh (Bible Literature), gan véi cudc hanh huong tré vé thanh dia Jerusalem
thué trudc. Cude hanh huong khong chi mang mau sic ton gido ma con nhu
duoc khoi 1én tir khat khao mong moi tim vé COi nguén — mot vain dé dau dau

trong long cia mot dan toc tha huong.
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3.1.2. Gidc mo nwéc Mi

Gidc mo nudc Mi 1a mot dé tai pho bién trong cac sang tac ciia cac nha van
Pong Au ciing nhu trén thé gisi. V6i nhimg thanh tuu dat duoc trén nhiéu linh
vuc kinh té, quan su, giao duc,..., nudc Mi tré thanh biéu twong cua thién duong
cudc sdng, Xt s& van minh Véi nhimg ngudi di cu téi Mi va ca nhimg ngudi
chua tirng mot lan dugc dat chan 1én manh dat nay. Nhiéu tac pham néi tiéng cua
cac nha van Mi va cac nha van ¢ cac qubc gia khac viét vé huyén thoai gidc mo
nudc Mi nhu: Gatsby vi dai (F. Scott Fitzgerald), Trén duwong (Jack Kerouac),
Duong cach mang (Revolutionary Road) (Richard Yates), Ghé so va ghé tom ¢
Las Vegas (Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas) (Hunter S. Thompson), Chum nho
phan né (John Steinbeck), Chuéng dé (The Bell Jar) (Sylvia Plath), Nguwoi vé
hinh (Invisible Man) (Ralph Ellison), Ba cudc doi (Three Lives) (Gertrude
Stein),... Cac sang tac nay c6 kha ning kién tao nén “thé giéi vin hoc tu than”
va bién gidc mo nudc M trd thanh mot ¢d mau van hoc.

Hau hét cac cudc hanh trinh cta nhan vat déu hudng vé nudc Mi. Trong
cubn hoi ki Lost in America (Lac & M), 1.B. Singer viét: “Toi phai téi Mi néu
mudn trén chay ngay tra thi khong thé tranh khoi cta dan chung Ba Lan. Cudc
cach mang ciing sé& t6i d6” [112]. Nudc Mi trd thanh niém mo uéc, biéu tugng
cua thién duong cudc séng, 1a bién thé cta cé mau vuon (archetype of garden).
Hanh trinh nay tré thanh cha dé xuyén sudt nhidu truyén ngan va tiéu thuyét cua
I.B. Singer — GIAC MO NUGC MI: Nhiing tho giay bé bong, Cé dgc, Hanh
trinh tam linh, Bai gidang, Chia khoa, Quadn an tw phuc vu, Co diéu gi o do, Mot
ngay ¢ dao Corney, Thang con tir Mi, Nhitng nguoi hang xém, An nho ¢ dau,
Trén dwong téi nha té ban, Bo cdi ddng thiong, Ba lan gap gé, Chuyén phiéu
liew, Ngwoi viét thu, ...

Nuéc Mi hién 1én truéc mat nhan vat nhu mién dat hira va bao nguoi da
héo htic 1én dudng dé téi thién dudng mo wéc. Trong Nhaing the gidy bé bong,
bay ngudi con trai ciia ngudi tho giay Abba & thi trin Frampol di 1an luot t6i Mi
v6i khat vong doi doi. Gimpel nguoi con ca cua ong dau don khi dua ra quyét
dinh roi bé “qué huong” cing nhiing nguoi than trong gia dinh dé téi mot mién
dat mai véi li do: & Frampol, cudc song mo mit khong twong lai. Abba va Pesha
vo 6ng budn rau trudc quyét dinh ctia Gimpel. Nhung rdi nhitng dira con 1 luot
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roi bo manh dat “qué huong” dé téi Mi. Abba nhan duoc thu moi caa nhimng dia
con tir Mi dén 6ng sang tham. Pit chan trén Dat Mi xa la, Abba vo cung ngd
ngang. Cang ngd ngang hon khi Abba gip nhitng dira con dau 6ng chwa mot lan
gap mat, chung khong phai 1a ngudi Do Thai. Bay dura con cua 6ng tré nén thanh
dat. Duong nhu, dong mau Do Thai luén chay trong huyét quan cua nhing
ngudi con xa xt. Cudc séng & dat nudc van minh khong 1am mat di tinh yéu coi
ngudn ¢ bay cha bé tho giay. Ho van tiép tuc cong viéc truyén thong cua gia
dinh trén chinh mién dit méi, trong ho van tron ven niém thanh kinh v6i Chua
ma khong tré thanh nhitng ké ton thd ngau tuong & Ai Cap.

Trong Ba lan gdp g&, nhan vat t6i thuc hién hanh trinh roi b6 Warsaw dé
t61 Mi. Anh tam sy cung Rivkele nhiing an tuong ciia minh vé cudc Séng truoc kia
& Warsaw nhu thé nghia dia. Nguoi dan song trong rac rudi 6 nhiém, ho khéng
duoc tiép can voi nhitng van dé vé sinh, khoa hoc hay nghé thuat. Anh khang
dinh: “Pay khong phai 1a thi tran... chi 1a mot nghia dia” [109,252]. Cudc sdng
ngot ngat noi day don nén va thoi thiic anh “Thoat khoi viing bun nay!” [109,252].
Ngay khi iy, anh ¢4 mo u6c vé mot ngay nao d6 khong xa, khi anh trd nén noi
tiéng va giau c6, diéu dau tién anh 1am 1a thyc hién nhitng chuyén di: “Khi t6i trd
nén ndi tiéng, chiing ta s& du lich téi Paris, London, Berlin, New York. O d6, ho
dang x4y dung toa nha cao sau muoi tang, nhimg con tau chay trén duong va dudi
long dat; nhitng ngdi sao dién anh kiém nghin d6 mot tuan. Chung ta c6 thé dén
California, noi quanh nam la mua hé. Cam ré nhu khoai tay...” [109,253]. Anh
gieo vao 6¢ mo tudng cia Rivkele hinh anh cia mot nudec Mi that dep va li tudng
nhu thién dudng cudc séng. Rivkele mo mong: “Anh lam cho t6i thiy nudc Mi
gidong mot b tranh. Toi mo mong nd vao ban dém. Anh lam cho t6i chan ghét
nha minh — ghét ca Yanthce. Anh htra s& viét thu cho t6i, nhung t6i khong nhan
dugc mot 14 thu nao tir anh. Khi Morris dén Mi, t6i 6m chit lay anh nhu t6i dang
chét dudi” (Ba lan gap gé) [109,257].

Qua hanh trinh di chuyén khong gian, hanh trinh t6i nudc Mi, I.B. Singer tao
nén cai nhin so sanh vé cudc song va con ngudi ¢ nhiig ving dat — mot kicu tro
choi da diém nhin: & d6 c6 su d6i 1ap gitra thé gidi van minh va cudc séng & nhiing
mién qué nghéo Warsaw, chén troi tu do va thé gigi nguc t... Pa sb cac nhan vat
trong hanh trinh kiém tim hay Iuu lac, nuéc Mi tré thanh diém dén li twong. Trong
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cai nhin vé& nude Mi, LB. Singer mot mat cho thay su di dan cua nguoi Do Thai téi
thién dwong nuwée MT, mat khac thé hién nhitng lo lang, tran trd vé sy mai mot cua
truyén thdng van hoa Do Thai trudc lan song van minh phuwong Tay. Trong Thang
con twr nuwoc Mi, ong dat nhan vat cia minh trudc su lya chon céac mién dat. Cudc
d6i thoai gitta Berl va nguoi con trai Samuel tré vé tir Mi goi biét bao diéu suy
ngdm. Thién dudng cudc séng 1a noi dau? La nude Mi phon hoa hién dai hay ngoi
lang Lentshin nho bé ém dém?

Thién dudng khong ton tai xa voi ma nam ngay chinh tim hon con ngudi,
1a duc tin va sy binh an: “Chua khong bo roi nhiing dtra con ma ngai yéu mén,
va rang mot ngay nao d6, Chua cua ching ta, vi Chua duy nhét, s& mang ching
ta vé nha, roi cudi cung, chuyén nay khong thuc sy Xay ra, vi Jerusalem l1a mot
vung dat tim linh, khong phai 1a mot ving dat thuc, nd sé mii ¢ trong chung ta”
[13,117-118].

3.2. Thién duwong tinh ai

Song song cung hanh trinh kiém tim mién dat hira, nhan vat trong truyén
ngdn I.B. Singer con dy phan vao mot hanh trinh day hap din khac mang tén Tinh
Yéu. Boi mién dat hia sé chang co ¥ nghia gi néu & d6 con nguoi khong tim thay
tinh yéu va hanh phtic. Néu mién dat hira duoc xem nhu thién duong tran thé thi
tinh yéu chinh la thién dwong Tinh di ma con nguoi luén ngudng vong.

Tinh yéu ciing 1a mot hanh trinh va hanh trinh ny dwoc khoi di tir tiéng goi
dam mé va dam say. Tinh yéu la dé tai pho bién c6 mat trong hau hét cac truyén
ngan cua I.B. Singer. Trong Conversations with Isaac Bashevis Singer (7ro
chuyén cing Isaac Bashevis Singer), 1 B. Singer di chia sé: “T6i rat quan tam dén
méi quan hé giira dan 6ng va dan ba. Pay 1a mot chu dé ma t6i khong bao gid thay
nham chan. Mdi ngudi dan 6ng va dan ba 1a mot cha thé khac nhau. Va mdi ngay
cing mot ngudi dan 6ng 1a mot ngudi khac mdi ngudi dan ba lai thanh mot ngudi
khac. Vi thé ma chung ta c6 mot kho bau vo tan cho tri tudng twong ciia minh”
[48]. Tinh yéu trong cach thé hién caa I.B. Singer 1a mot thé gidi da sac mau voi
day du cac trang thai cam xtic va vo van kiéu tinh yéu: “Qua thuc hiém co cau
chuyén nao cta Singer lai khong dé cap dén mot vai khia canh cua tinh yéu. Trong
thé gidi nghé thuat cua ong, tham chi & mot tac pham, ludn ton tai nhiéu kiéu tinh
yéu khac nhau. C6 tht tinh yéu hoa hop, thiy chung, c6 kha ning ctu rdi con
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ngudi, nhung lai ciing c¢6 tinh yéu xuit phat tir nhitng cudc tinh tay ba, diy dam
mé va ca su dién r6” [12,38].

3.2.1. Bdn giao kéo tinh di

Theo cac tac gia A New Handbook of Literary (7dn sé tay véin hoc), cau
chuyén vé tinh yéu va hon nhan cling dugc doc voi tu cach 1a mot co méu-cuéc
giao kéo giita hai ngwoi: “Hon 18 caa ngudi tré, cai két cua cap tinh nhan hanh
phtc cling nhu nhiéu vé hai kich giéng cudc hon nhan giira ddng Kitd va linh
hon con nguoi [...], giéng sy 6m ghi cia ty nhién va y thuc nhan loai ma
Wordworth, trong tho ca ctia minh, goi 1a hon nhan (marriage). Phép so sanh nay
gitip chung ta hiéu ra rang hon nhan ty than né 1a mot c6 mau, mot hinh anh cia
su hoa hop va hanh phuc duoc chuyén vao an du. Cudc giao kéo gitta hai ngudi,
qua cd6 mau, mot vii tru bao la, méi lién hop bén chat, noi cap doi hanh phuc bi
ngan trg. Niém hanh phuc cta ho 13 dam biéu 19 tinh yéu cao thuong cho nhan
loai, tham chi nhu su trung khit gitra con nguoi va tu nhién” [87,25].

Tinh yéu c6 stC manh phi thuong dem con ngudi vuon t6i thé gigi hanh
phuc, thién duong mo udc khi nhimg nguoi yéu nhau gin bé va hai hoa ca thé
xac 14n tinh than. Tinh yéu, trong quan niém cta I.B. Singer, khong chi thudc vé
phan ban ning cta con nguodi ma né con cd ¥ nghia khang dinh su khac biét gitra
con ngudi Vi cac sinh vat khac. Nhimg tinh nhan trong céc truyén ngan Ther sdu
ngan ngui, Tinh gia, Vong hén nguwoi choi dan vi cam, Nhitng ngiweoi hang xém,
Goi hon, Spinoza phd Che, Chay tron van minh, Ban thdo, Esther thi hai,.. .
tham gia vao hanh trinh kiém tim tinh yéu va hanh phuc trong mdi quan hé gan
b6 hai hoa véi ban tinh dua trén co s¢ tu do luyén ai va nén tang cac gia tri dao
dtrc, ton gido.

Tinh yéu tudi gia cia nhitng nguoi ting trai qua do v& va mat mat, bi quan
1a chi dé phé bién trong céc sang tac cua I.B. Singer. Tinh yéu la diém tua bén
viing gitip ho viing budc trong nhiing thang ngay cudi doi. Nhitng tinh nhén gia,
ho nuong tya vao nhau trong dang xiéu xi€u, mong manh song tinh cam lai v6
cung manh liét. Tinh yéu, diu & lra tudi ndo, cling ludn noéng nan, chay bong.
Trong Nhitng nguoi hang xém, Morris Terkeltoyb va Margit Levy ban dau c6
nhitng hiéu 1am do bat déng ngdn ngir ddn dén cii 16n. Nhung tinh yéu vai phép

mau huyén nhiém di xo6a di khoang cach giira hai nguoi, dua ho dén gan nhau



84

hon dé tham gia vao hanh trinh kham pha va chinh phyc trai tim. Vuot qua gidi
han “lang giéng”, ho than thiét va yéu thuong nhau, tay trong tay diu nhau vuot
qua kho khin doi thuong khi ca hai nguodi dang mac bénh. Nhitng vi than tudi
tac va bénh tat to ra bat lyc trude tinh yéu cua con nguoi, bén bo vuc cia cai
chét con ngudi van tin twdng & cudc sdng van hi vong ¢ ngay mai dé tiép tuc yéu
thuong. Hai con nguoi lac 16ng mang theo nhitng cau chuyén than bi, nhimg ki
tich trong quing doi dd qua kho co thé tin 1 di xay ra, ho sat lai bén nhau chia
sé tam tinh. Hai thé gidi bi an trudc day nhu hai 6c dédo co don gio duoc vat
ngang nhip cau yéu thuong ndi lién vyc tham ngan cach cua ndi dau va co don.
Hai trai tim c6 don va day thuong ton tim dén nhau, xoa diu nhiing bong rat con
han in. Tinh yéu gitp ho hiéu nhau hon, giup mdi ngudi mé 1ong hon véi cude
doi, ho dén bén nhau dé nang d& tim hon va lam diém tya cho nhau di ndt nhiing
thang nim cubi doi: “Nguoi ta gia di chir khong ai tré ra, khi anh ém, anh can
nguoi dem giup mot tach tra” [113,296].

Tinh yéu dbi khi chi don gian 1a thé! Van 1a mdi tinh ¢ tudi xé chiéu, Tinh
gia 13 cau chuyén tinh tuyét dep cho thy sitc manh tinh yéu gitip con nguoi vuot
qua ndi budn chan that vong. Nguoi gba phu dén voi Harry, khoi 1én trong 6ng
khat khao tirng rao ruc sbi noi va chay bong nay da ngudi tat. Harry, mot ong gia
& tudi tAm muoi, mang trong minh ndi dau dén ké tir khi ngudi vo mat ¢ tudi ba
muoi cung dira con trai. Ong khong thiét 1ap cac mbi quan hé véi hang xom tai
noi & méi, khoa 1ong truéc cudc séng, hoai nghi va chan nan. Ethel, goa phy nam
muoi bay tudi, vuot 1én ndi dau, séng tin twong o cudc doi. Ba mang thién chic
cta thién than v nhe doi canh vao trai tim cta Harry va tai sinh ngon hia tinh yéu
d3 ngudi lanh trong 6ng: “Ho om hon nhau. Ong siét chit ldy ba va nhiing ham
muén thoi tré tré lai rao ruc trong 6ng” [109,37-38]. Ethel ngang qua cudc doi ong
nhu anh sang cua tia chop thiéng, thoang qua nhung du strc lam thuc day trong
ong tinh yéu va sy cam ngd. Tinh yéu 1am bién d6i manh vuon tam hon hoang dai
can cdi tré nén xanh tuoi va trd nhiing mam tin yéu. Nhitng mam xanh iy khong
c¢6 doc ma hudng ra cudce doi, lan nay dén luot n6 khoi 1én ngudn nhya séng can
kho, nghén bir trong nhing tam hon yéu 6t va ton thuong khac.

Tinh yéu 13 hanh trinh dam mé va day quyén rii. Dan than vao hanh trinh

kham pha va chinh phuc tinh yéu, nhiing nha tham hiém tinh 4i, bang ban linh
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ctia minh, ciing s& cap bén tinh khac nhau. Con duodng dan toi thién duong tinh
ai khong phai khi nao ciing bang phang, ma thudng trong hanh trinh kiém tim
tinh yéu hanh phuc, con nguoi luén phai trai qua nhitng thtr thach, nhiing cam
dd, va nhiéu ké da guc nga trén dai 19 tinh yéu. 1.B. Singer luon dé cac nhan vat
ctia minh dimg trén soi ddy trong tranh map mé giita ranh giéi hanh phuac va kho
dau, duoc va mat, chi mét sai 1am nho ciing phai tra gia rat dat. Dé tai tinh yéu
luén duoc két ndi vai ton giao, cac chuan myc tén giao sé tro thanh hé quy chiéu
Xac quyét murc d§ hanh phuc, lam nén sy hoa tron cua yéu tb thiéng va tuc trong
truyén ngan vé tinh yéu cua éng.

Ng6i nha hanh phuc — thién duong tinh yéu — diém dimg chan va ciing 1a
dich dén cho mdi hanh trinh kiém tim hanh phuc cta con nguoi c¢6 khi mé rong
canh cira chao don bang nhiing 151 moi goi an can, nhung ciing c6 khi lai 4n
chim trong v0 van nhiing thu hinh khéc nhau, khong ryc ré ki€u sa ma don so
gian di qua doi dén muc ho khong biét minh dit chan vao khu vuon hanh phuc
tir khi nao. Con nguoi van mai mé kiém tim mot hanh phic xa voi nao d6 ma
khong biét hanh phuc dang trong tay minh nén nhiéu nhan vat da vo tam/ vo tinh
dé lac mat tinh yéu. Chi khi ¢anh mat tinh yéu con ngudi méi dau dén xot xa
birng ngo tinh yéu chinh 1a thir gian di, than quen, 1a ngudi ban doi gin bo bay
lau nay hon 1a nhiing hanh phuc hu 4o phu phiém. Va cac nhan vat lai tham gia
vao mot hanh trinh (tai) kiém tim tinh yéu, thuc chit d6 13 hanh trinh hoi sinh
tinh yéu. Trén hanh trinh d6, nhan vat phai trai qua nhirng thir thach nhu 1a hinh
phat cho nhitng 1am 13i anh ta da gy ra va ciing 1a qua trinh nhéan vat tu thanh
loc tim hon va gat bo nhiing tap niém dé xing dang tré thanh chii nhan cua thién
duong hanh phuc. Nathan (Ngwoi vé hinh), Akhsa (Vieong mién muong thu),
Alter (Nguweoi dan dng tré vé), Altele trong truyén ngan cung tén... 1a nhimng tinh
nhan d lac 16i trén hanh trinh cua tinh yéu. Nhan vat khong da ban linh dé vuot
qua nhitng loi mai moc cua xéac thit mé dam da di theo 101 huan thi cia quy. Quy
hién 1én nhu phan dé cua cua nguoi ban dudng/ nguoi thong thai/ ngudi thay
cudc séng gitip d& nhan vat vuot qua khé khin va khai thi nhimg diéu vo minh,
Kip thoi udn nan dé nhan vat khong bi hat vang khoi quy dao cia cudc hanh
trinh. Quy khong dua tinh nhan t6i thién duong ma kéo ho xudng dia nguc nhay

nhua toi 101, vo dao, vo luan.
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Néu nhu cdt truyén trong Vicong mién mudng thii ké vé hanh trinh kiém tim
tinh yéu trong nhimg dam mé, 1am lac va ngd nhan caa mét thiéu nir quay lung
lai trude tinh cam chan thanh cua chang trai mo dao, thi Altele lai 1a cau chuyén
ké vé hanh trinh Kiém tim hanh phiic diy dau kho cua Altele — thiéu phu séng
trong niém mong moi khao khat duoc 1am me. Khat khao va mong udCc Mot hanh
phuc bé nhé va binh thudng nhat cia ngudi phu nir di day 1én tiéng goi hanh
trinh trong 1ong Altele: “kiém tim” mét thién than bé nho. C6 rii bo trach nhiém
va bon phan cta ngudi Vo 1a thu vén cong viéc gia dinh dé ra di theo loi cam do:
nhitng “thanh nhan” (holy men) v&i phép thuat c6 thé giup co sinh con. Altele bo
ngoai tai nhiing 101 canh bao cua gido si vé sy cam dd cua quy, cd tin vio sic
manh ngau twong va rdi xa vong tay Thién Chiia. Gio si (rabbi) va “thanh nhan”
(holy men) 13 hai nguoi ban duong mang hai tiéng néi trai nguoc nhau, 13 hién
than ctia Thién — Ac, va ciing 1a tiéng néi ddi thoai tranh bién trong long Altele.
Kho dau khién con ngudi tré nén mu quang, hoai nghi va danh mét duc tin dé roi
hanh d6ng mot cach thiéu can trong, lidu linh. Gid day, cudc séng cua Altele 1a
nhitng chuyén di bat tan, c¢6 di khap noi véi hi vong cé thé sinh con nén da bo lai
ngudi chéng & nha mot minh sdng chat vat véi khoan tién it i tir cong viéc tro
giang: “Altele hiém khi ¢ nha. C6 chi quay vé vao nhiing ngay nghi, t6i nha tam
nghi 18 va ndm bén chong. Ngay sau ki nghi, ¢6 lai ra di, ¢6 lai 1én ké hoach cho
nhitng chuyén di ctia minh qua mién dat dai rong, véi tim vé trong tay va tdi
xach trén vai” [108,150]. Vui dau vao nhitng chuyén di bat tan, Altele bo mic
ngodi nha (mai 4m gia dinh, thién dudng hanh phiic) dé dén khi quay vé di qua
muon, Grunam Motl chong ¢6 di bo nha ra di khong mot 1oi nhan gui. Ngoi nha
khong con 14 mai 4m gia dinh, noi doan tu sum hop, noi trd vé sau mdi chuyén
di, khéng con 1a diém hen tinh yéu ma tr¢ thanh mién dat chét hoang vang, lanh
I80. Bay gid, ngdi nha chinh 1a thién dwong dinh mat (lost paradise), thién
duong ma Altele ting tho o dé mo vé mot thién dwong do veng nao khac, da
ti€éu ma thanh may khoéi. Con nguoi tro thanh ké lac 10ng trén hanh trinh vo
huéng, hi vong hanh phuc gid chi 1a ndi that vong dau dén: “Nhiéu tuan nhiéu
thang qua di ma Altele van khong hay gi tin tac cia Grunam Motl. Altele tro
thanh ngudi Vo bi bo roi. Gio ddy cb ciing hét ludn hi vong sinh con” [108,152].
Pau kho, Altele lai tiép tuc hanh trinh, d6 vira 12 hanh trinh kiém tim chong (tim
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lai hanh phuc da mat) vira 14 hdanh trinh sdém héi cho nhitng 1am lac cua ban
than, c6 lang thang khip noi khong mét moi. Ngoi nha bi chiy nhu su phan xét
cua Pang téi cao bai nhitng cam ki ¢d6 pham phai. Ciing nhu hinh phat Thién
Chua giang xudng thay t6 loai nguoi Adam va Eva bi dudi khoi vuon Eden,
Altele tro thanh ké vo gia cu nhu mét cach biéu dat khac vé y niém bi dudi khoi
thién dudng. Sau nhiéu nam tim kiém, Altele gap lai Grunam Motl trong nha té
ban, ca hai tiép tuc lang thang xin in, ho trd vé& bén nhau nhung tinh yéu khong
con, gitra ho 13 hd sdu ngin cach cta long hoai nghi. Altele da that bai tham hai
trén hanh trinh git ltra tinh yéu, tir ddy ¢6 méi hiéu hanh phic khong & dau xa
ma chinh 14 ngudi ban doi gan bo sé chia nhitng vui budn khé khin trong cudc
séng by lau, va nhitng bon phan, trach nhiém cta mot ngudi vo tudng 1a kho
nhoc nhung ciing 14 mot phan khong thé thiéu cia hanh phic: “Tinh yéu thuc sy
gitta nguoi dan ong va v cua minh chi ¢6 ¢ Thién duong, noi ngudi dan 6ng
ngdi trén ngai vang va ngudi vo phung su nhu chiéc ghé ké chan cua y, va ca hai
duoc khai tAm trong nhitng diéu than bi cua Torah. Mit dat nay, thung ling nuéc
mat, mot ngudi phu nir bi bo roi khi nang nga dau minh bén dau ngudi chong
trén cung chiéc gdi...” [108,158].

Bo ba hinh twong Chiia — Job — Satan 1a motif pho bién trong cac nén vian
hoc Kinh Thanh, mdi khi tri ndo con nguoi cham phai motif sach Job thi nhiing
nép gap vo thirc duge gidn nd ty do, khai phong, bung toa dé két ndi cot truyén
(hién dai) voi nhitng huyén thoai tham tham, “khudy dong” nhiing 16p tram tich
van héa von di dang “chap chon con tinh con mé” gitta ¢i hdn mang cua vo
thirc — tiém thicc — ¥ thirc. Motif sach Job dong vai trd 1a thir thach (test) trong
cot truyén hanh trinh ma mdi nhan vat can phai trai qua. Piém chung d& nhan
thdy gitra cap vo chong trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer 1a ho thuong bi dit trong
thir thach khéng cé con. D6 1a thir thach day cay nghiét ma rat nhiéu cac nhan
vat ciia 6ng khong thé vuot qua. Trong nhitng canh ngd 4y, bao gid ciing vay,
ngudi Vo S& phai ganh chiu nhitng thiét thoi cho du ho cam chiu va hét 1ong cung
phung, yéu thuong chong. Nguoi dan 6ng chdi bo hanh phic minh dang c6 dé
1én duong Kiém tim hanh phuc. Néu hanh trinh cua Altele, nguoi vo khao khat
c6 con, 1én duong véi niém mong moi tim thay hanh phic cho minh ciing nhu
cho nguoi chéng khén kho, thi nhitng ngudi dan 6ng trong Ngwoi vé hinh va
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Nguwoi dan 6ng tré Vé lai dan than vao cudc phiéu luu 4i tinh véi tiéng goi 1én
duong 13 nhitng ham mudn ban ning cta than xac. Ct truyén chong chéo cac
hanh trinh khéc nhau cia mdi nhan vat: Linh hon toi 16i v6i hanh trinh cam dé;
nhitng nhan vat pham tran (Reb Nathan, Roise Temerl, Shifra Zirel trong Nguoi
vé hinh; Alter, Shifra Leah trong Nguwoi dan éng tré vé) Voi hanh trinh yéu. Tuy
nhién, cac tinh nhan trén hanh trinh (tim kiém) (tinh) yéu ciing da lya chon cho
minh nhitng cung duong va 19 trinh cia riéng minh: ¢6 nguoi hudng vé phia anh
sang cua Chta véi tinh yéu thay chung va d6 luong ngay ca khi “nguoi dong
hanh” ctiia minh phan boi nhu Roise Temerl, Shifra Leah cung hanh trinh duc tin
va long chung thiy; lai c6 ngudi bi hip dan bai tiéng goi duc vong trat khoi quy
dao hanh phtic ma roi xudng viing 1y toi 161, d6 13 hanh trinh yéu lam lacl hanh
trinh vi pham cam ki — chju su tring phat nhu Reb Nathan, Shifra Zirel, Alter,
va hanh trinh ra di —tré vé nhu Reb Nathan, Alter.

Reb Nathan (Nguoi vé hinh) & vao tudi luc tuan, da di dugc gia nira hanh
trinh yéu, nhung van tré thanh ké that bai, ké tring tay trén hanh trinh tim kiém
tinh yéu va hanh phiic. Lao vao cudc tinh t0i 16i voi ngudi giup viéc, Nathan tu
tay cham ltra thi€u tryi ngdi nha hanh phtic — manh vuon tinh ai, thién duong
tinh yéu — ma minh dang c6. Diu doi luc, tiéng noi huéng thién trong Nathan
kéo ong trd vé mién sang cua cia hanh phic, nhung n6 khong di manh dé lan at
tiéng kéu gao day quyén uy cua ban ning than xac dugc hién hinh trong mit na
siéu nhién — Evil Spirit. Ong dé lai thu tir v va bé nha ra di theo nhiing loi dy
dd dudng mat caa ngudi giup viée dam ding Shifra Zirel. Nathan da danh mat
tinh yéu thyuc su dé chay theo nhiing thir na na tinh yéu. D6 khong phai 1a su lam
tuong vé tinh yéu va hanh phuc cia cua riéng Nathan, ma 1a sy lam tuéng cua
biét bao tinh nhan — nhiing I hanh trén con dudng tinh.

Hanh trinh phan bgi tinh yéu ctia Nathan kéo theo hanh trinh phan Chaua,
boi 6ng dd pham phai diéu cam ki ma mot ngudi theo Do Thai giao khong dugc
phép lam, nhu: ngoai tinh, ta ddm. L& dwong nhién, moi Sy vi pham déu chiu su
trimg phat. Truéc hét, Nathan bi 1am cho trang tay vé cua cai. Shifra Zirel tro
mat, cudm hét tai san ciia 6ng va bo roi 6ng & Mot noi xa la, phai 1an hoi xin an
trén hanh trinh tré vé qué nha. Khong chi vay, cudc phiéu luu tinh &i 1am 15i nay

con khién Nathan trang tay vé hanh phiic. Phut gidy bang hoang v& I thir tinh
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yéu gia dbi ciing 1a luc ong phai ddi mat vai sy that cay dang: 6ng mat tat ca.
Khong thé song mai trong dong d6 v& ciia ngdi nha hanh phuc, Roise Temerl
thuc hién hanh trinh tu xoa diu vét thuong 1ong bang cach han gan vai mot
ngudi dan 6ng khac. D6 1a hanh trinh bat tn tim kiém tinh yéu cta ngudi phu nit
khong thoi hi vong s& co nhitng trai hanh phiic ngot ngao noi cudi con dudng.
Gap lai Nathan, chang kién bo dang tham thuong cta ong, Roise Temerl khong
thu hén, oan trach, trai lai ba rat dau kho khi roi vao tinh huéng khé xir nay.
Khong danh long dé Nathan ra di (lang thang), ba gidu 6ng trong nha kho xap xé
bo hoang va hang ngay chiam soc cho 6ng. Nathan tr¢ thanh ké “v6 hinh”
(unseen) — khong ton tai, séng ma nhu chét vi khong thé cong khai gip nguoi vo.
Sy 1am lac ciia con ngudi khong chi gdy nén bi kich cho riéng ban than anh ta
ma can hé t6i nhimg nguoi than yéu, day ho vao dau kho. Cai chét cua Temerl 12
hinh phat cao nhat di véi Nathan.

Nhitng 4m anh tinh dyc va ham mudn than xac ddy nhan vat téi su vi pham
nhitg quy dinh dugc ghi trong Kinh Thanh, nhimg diéu ngudi Do Thai khéng
duoc phép 1am. Quan niém V& hén nhan va hanh phuc cta dan toc véi nhirng con
ngudi Kinh Thanh 14 hén nhan mét vg mot chong. Ciing nhu chi duoc phép ton
thd mot Chua thi ciing chi duoc phép 1dy mot vo. Cot truyén Vicong mién muéng
thii xoay quanh sy 1am lac cua thiéu nit Akhsa trén hanh trinh kiém tim tinh yéu.
Akhsa mang mic cam Oedipus (Oedipus complex), khudc tir tinh cam cia tat ca
nhitng chang trai, ty giam ham trai tim minh trudc thién duong tinh yéu, dé roi
bi cudn theo dam mé t6i 16i: “Po6i lic Akhsa muén la 1én: Chau uéc gi 6ng 1a
chong chua cudi cia chau, chi khong phai 14 6ng ctia chau!” rdi hon mat, hon
chom rau bac cua ong” [113,12]. Con quy ddi 16t vong hon nguoi ba ludn tro vé
du dd, 161 kéo Akhsa bang nhimg 1i 1& thuyét phuc va c6 di ngd guc trudc cam
dd/ cam bay/ thir thach trén hanh trinh chinh phuc tinh yéu. “Thién Chua chinh 1a
tinh yéu” thé hién niém tin tuyét ddi cia cac tin @6 Do Thai va trd thanh chan 1i
pho quat trong doi séng tinh than cua ho. Lat tra van dé, nhitng con ngudi séng
trong vong tay yéu thuong ctia Nguoi khong it 1an ban khoan ty hoi: Tinh yéu l1a
Thién Chua? Rat nhiéu cac nhan vat cia |.B. Singer da khong thé tra 101 dugc
cau hoi nidy mot cach chuan xac, ho khong thé can bang noi phuong trinh: Tinh
Yéu = Thién Chua. D¢ giai duoc bai toan 4y, ho khéng duoc quén nhitng phép

ran cua Chua, khong dugc quén phép giao udc gitta Nguoi va dan Israel trén nti
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Sinai thug xua. Chia khéa hanh phiuc dé mé ra thién dudng tinh yéu khong gi
khac chinh 1a Pic Tin, mot khi danh mat duc tin, con ngudi s& chang con gi.
Nhiém vy tan huéng Hanh phiic ma khong ddnh mat Bac tin trong hanh trinh
kiém tim thién duong tinh 4i cia cic nhan vat trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
khién ching ta lién tuéng toi cau chuyén cua 6ng gia tu xung 1a vua cta Salem
trong Nha gia kim (Paulo Coelho) dam chat du ngon: “Bi quyét cia hanh phic 1a
biét ngdm nhin moi thtr tuyét mi trén thé gian nay ma khong hé quén hai giot dau
trén mudng” [8,52].

3.2.2. Bdn hgp dong lwéng gidi

I.B. Singer 1a mot trong nhiing nha van viét vé d@é tai dong tinh luyén di
kha sém — mét dé tai vén dugce xem nhu cam ki trong doi Séng xa hoi cling
nhu trong van hoc. Ho dong nhdt déng tinh luyén di véi pham trii dao dirc va
c6 nhitng quy két niang né. Song, I.B. Singer c6 cai nhin rat céi mé vé van dé
nay. Ong viét v& n6é mot cach tu nhién nhu ban chat cua ton tai. Pong tinh
luyén ai trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer biéu hién day du ¢ 4 dang LGBT: dong
tinh nit (leshian), dong tinh nam (gay), song tinh/ ludng tinh (bisexual) va
chuyén gigi (transgender). 1.B. Singer thé hién chu d& nay tinh té trong su
“hoa tron van dé ton gido va tinh yéu ddng tinh nir va tinh dyc dong tinh”. D6
1a hanh trinh tim kiém tinh yéu diy gian truin, con duong dan t6i thién duong
hanh phiic cua ho dudng nhu gian lao gap boi: Yentl nam sinh truong dong,
Hai, Cai trang, Zeitl va Rickel,...

Luwéng tinh (hermaphroditism) 1 ¢6 mau xuat hién kha som. Than thoai
sang thé va van hoc dan gian nhan loai sém luu lai cdu chuyén chia dung cd
mau ludng tinh — than thoai sang thé ké vé cac vi than, con nguoi hay loai vat
ludng tinh. Ho hinh dung vi thin sang thé mang ca hai hinh dang, giong néi ctia
ca dan 6ng 1an dan ba (hermaphroditic creator): nhimg cau chuyén ké ngudi dan
6ng mang thai (pregnant man), hay ngudi dan ong bién thanh phu nit va sinh dé
(man transformed to female (human or animal) bears offspring) [65,57-58].

Tir 6 mau ludng tinh, di vao tic pham cua I.B. Singer, né bién hoa sang
dang Pong tinh (luyén ai) (androgynous) nhu sy chuyén vi linh hoat ciia c6 mau
ludng tinh. Ludng tinh hay dong tinh 1a ban chat ty nhién cia ton tai. Tir thoi Hi
Lap co dai, Platon d3 cho rang con ngudi ¢o xua ton tai & 3 dang co ban la: nam
— nam, nam — ni, ni — niz. Dé loai trir sy chong dbi cua ho, Zeus tach ho lam hai
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nira. Vi vy, cac ntra nay sudt doi tim kiém nira con lai ctia minh. Ba dang ton tai
trén dugc phan chia 1am hai dang Tinh duc dong tinh va Tinh duc di tinh. Hop
thé nam — nam va nir — nir s& tim kiém va chi say mé véi nira (ddng tinh) trudc
kia ciia minh — tinh duc dong tinh (homosexuality). Hop thé nam — nit s& tim
kiém ntra di tinh — tinh duc dj tinh (heterosexuality). C.G. Jung goi d6 13 nhirng
cd6 mau Anima (linh 4m) va Animus (linh duong) ton tai khong tach roi trong con
ngudi. Trong truong hop tinh dyc di tinh, ngudi dan ong sé di tim va két hop véi
anima cua minh & nhimg nguoi dan ba. Va nguoc lai, nhitng ngudi dan ba két
hop voi animus & nhitng ngudi dan ong. Véi tinh duc dong tinh, ¢ mau shadow
(bong am) phat huy tac dung: “Shadow 1a ¢6 mau gidi tinh tu than hodc phat huy
tac dung trong quan hé dong tinh, chtr khong phai di tinh. Shadow tiém tang doi
dao mot ning luong, gitp con ngudi nguyén thuy chéng choi véi thién nhién
hung dit, dé duy tri mang song” [19,315].

Vé mit sinh hoc, quan sat qué trinh phat trién cia bao thai, nguoi ta thiy: &
thoi ki dau, bao thai 13 mét thé ludng tinh. Chi dén giai doan nhat dinh nao dé, bao
thai mai co su phan biét va xac dinh gigi tinh. Cac nha Phé binh sinh thai phan biét
su khac nhau cta hai khai niém cuing chi gidi 1a “sex” va “gender”: sex la thugc tinh
tu nhién (natural) con gender mang thudc tinh van héa (cultural) [53,111]. “Nhung
du la trai hay gai hoac sau nay 1a dan 6ng hay dan ba thi n6 ciing khong bao gio x6a
bo hét duoc dau vét caa nira kia ctia nd, & ca khia canh giai phau lan khia canh tm
1i” [28,236]. Nhu viy, than xic nam hay nit khong quyét dinh gioi tinh caa mdi
nguoi. Theo Hirschfeld, “gidi tinh (sex) ciia mdi ngudi ndm trong tam tri nhidu hon
1a than xac” [68,112]. Cac nha nghién ctu goi yéu té quyét dinh giéi tinh cia mdi
ngudi bang thuat ngi “ban dang gioi” (gender identity). Trong History of Sexuality
(Lich sit tinh duc), Michel Foucault viét: “Tinh duc dong tinh xuét hién nhu mot
dang cta ban nang tinh duc khi né chuyén tir viéc tha dam vao dang dong tinh
luyén 4i bén trong, mot su ludng tinh ctia tim hon” [DT 68,115].

Cdi trang 1a truyén ngén xoay quanh hanh trinh kiém tim tinh yéu cua hai
nhan vat chinh Temerl va Pinchosl. P6 1a hanh trinh ngugc hudng ciaa hai nhan
vat (Pinchosl chay tron, con Temerl kiém tim) nhu tro choi “vo tim tich”. Bi
mat vé giGi tinh cua Pinchosl duoc Temerl gitr kin, chi tdi trudc lac tir gid cdi
doi: “Cé rat nhiéu nhiing 101 dé nghi va ca sy cam dd dé ta that hira... nhung ta

da gilt bi mat téi ngady hém nay. Gid day, sau ngan ay nim, ta duoc ty do va
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san sang dé ké toan b cau chuyén, boi 18, noi ta s& dén duoc goi 1a Thé gidi
cua Sy that (World of Truth)” [119,59].

Pinchosl va Temerl lam dam cudi khong lau thi bong nhién mot sang no
Pinchosl bo di khong dé lai mot loi nhan. Su ra di ctia Pinchosl dé lai nhimg diéu
thic mac la lung véi tt ca moi ngudi dan trong thi tran, bai 18 khéng c6 1i gi mot
ngudi con xinh dep, dam dang, nét na cua mot gia dinh giau c6 nhu Temerl lai
khong 1am hai long chong dén ndi chong phai bo nha. Temerl v6 cung dau kho
trude tai wong bat ngd giang xubng cudc doi minh. Ndi dau cia cd khong chi
ding lai & viéc Pinchosl bo di ma quang doi con lai cua co sé 1a chudi thang
ngay cta “hon vong phu” chd chdng trong vo vong, bai Pinchosl chua 1am don li
di thi c6 mai mai khong thé nao tai hén. Hai nam tréi qua, Pinchosl khong tro Ve,
Temerl quyét dinh 1én duong dé tim chong. Co cing véi ngudi hau gai lang
thang khip cac thanh phd noi nhitng ngudi Do Théi sinh song mong gap duoc
Pinchosl hoic c6 thé nghe ngong duoc tin tic gi vé chong minh. Temerl hoi
khap noi, dén tit ca cac gido dudng va nha taim nghi I8 trén duong di nhung
khong ai hay tin gi vé Pinchosl. Mot hom, khi Temerl dén Kalisz bdng that kinh
khi thay mot co gai “trong rat quen”, rat gidng Temerl. Nhung la 1a Pinchosl lai
cai trang thanh phy nit: “Mot ¥ nghi dién rd vyt qua dau Temerl: Co thé day 1a
Pinchosl mac quan 4o tréng gidng phu nit. Nhung vi sao mot ngudi dan ong lai
mudn phd bay cho giéng dan ba?” [119,54]. Pinchosl thiy Temerl hét hoang bo
chay, c0 voi dudi theo sau va goi tén Pinchosl. Khi khong thé chay trén cling nhu
khong thé g iAu giém su that, Pinchosl tha nhan tit ca vé ban than minh, sy that
duoc gidu kin véi ca gia dinh anh. Pinchosl da dem long yéu mot nguoi ban trai
khi hai ngudi con hoc trong trudng dong. Do ap luc gia dinh, do niém ki vong
anh s& sinh con dé ndi doi, Pinchosl budc phai lay Temerl ma khong hé yéu.
Cudc hon nhan d6 véi Pinchosl khong phai 14 tinh yéu ma 1a dia nguc tran gian,
1a thang ngay anh phai séng khong duoc 1 chinh minh. Bo roi vo 12 hanh dong
vi pham gidi luat cia nguoi Do Thai da dugc ghi trong kinh Torah. Theo sach
Levi, “hanh dong quan hé tinh duc gitra hai nguoi dan 6ng duoc coi 1a to evah
(c6 nghia la ghé tom hoic bi ghét cay ghét dang) va hanh dong quan hé tinh duc
déng gidi gitra hai ngudi nam co thé dan dén an Tt hinh duwa theo luat phap dao
Do Thai giao Halakha”. Kinh Torah ghi rd: “Nguoi khong duoc quan hé tinh
duc giao hop véi dan 6ng nhu quan hé tinh duc giao hop véi phy nit. Diéu nay la
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toi 16i gom ghiéc kinh tom...” va “Néu mot ngudi dan ong nao d6 quan hé tinh
duc giao cAu véi nguoi dan 6ng khac nhu véi mot ngudi dan ba tic 1a ¢ pham
toi 161 ghé tom. Ca hai phai bi giét chét. Mau cua chung n6 phai d6 1én ban than
chiung n6” [141]. Ban than Pinchosl va Elkonah timg 1a yeshiva boy nén ho hiéu
rat rd vé hinh phat ma ca hai phai d6i mat sau khi chét: “Chung t6i biét minh sé&
bi tring phat, chiing toi di san sang bi thiéu d6t & Gehenna... Pam mé cling la
ltra. D6 12 Gehenna cua tran gian, c6 18 1a canh cira cua Dia nguc” [119,57]. 1.B.
Singer ludn dat nhan vat dung trudc su lya chon tu do (free choice) nhung nghiét
ngd dé thé nghiém tu tudéng va dac tin. Néu & nhiing truyén ngan khac, hanh
dong vi pham cam ki ciia nhan vat thudng song hanh véi hanh vi phan Chua va
cai dao, thi trong Cai trang, Pinchosl va Elkonah van khong hé danh mét duec tin,
khong phu nhan ciing nhu khong thach thac quyén niang ctia Chiia ma binh tinh
dén nhdn hinh phgt s& danh cho ho & thé gidi bén kia. Ho bi dit trudc nhiing
lya chon vo cung khé khin, hoic s& séng cudc doi khd dau sau nhitng mit na
nhén cach dé dién tron vai, hoic s& bi téng xudng dia nguc va bi tra tan. Véi
Pinchosl, cudc séng khong duoc 1a chinh minh ciing dau kho khong kém
Gehenne, dam mé thiéu dot coi 10ng nhu lira thiéu dudi Dia nguc, giira ho 1a
Gehenna-trén-mat-dat va Gehenna-dudi-dia-nguc va ca hai da chon Séng thuc
v6i chinh minh bang hon nhan ddng tinh. Pinchosl bo nha va héa trang thanh
vo cua Elkonah c6 thé xem 1a sy “cai trang” (chuyén gi6i — transgender) thanh
ngwoi khdc nhu chinh nhan dé cua truyén — Disguised. Tuy nhién, su hda
trang cia Pinchosl khéng phdi la dé tré thanh ngwoi khdc ma la tré-thanh-
chinh-minh. Hanh trinh tim kiém tinh yéu thuc sy cua nhan vat tré nén phuc
tap, d6 vira 1a hanh trinh vi pham cdm ki vira 14 hanh trinh kiém tim ban thé.
I.B. Singer khong viét bang giong diéu cia mot nha dao dtrc (moralist) dé phan
xét hanh dong cua nhan vat, ma nhu mot cach dat van dé ddi thoai véi “niém
tin ton gido” — nhitng chén 1i bat di bat dich, nhitng dai tu sy muon doi. Cam ki
(taboo), t6i 15i (sin) 1a nhitng pham tru c¢dt yéu cua hau hét cac ton gido, va moi
nguoi ludn coi viéc pham cam ki s& dan dén toi 16i. Tuy nhién, trong Emunot
VeDeot, Sa’adiah Gaon d3 co cach doc khac vé nhitng diéu duoc mac khai
trong Kinh Thanh: “Toi 15i khong phai 13 toi 16i boi Chiia ngan cam nd, ma
Chua ngin cam bai n6 1a toi 16i” (Sin in not sinful because Go fobade it, but
God fobade it because it is sinful) [DT 68,205].
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Yentl nam sinh trieong dong va Zeitl va Rickel 1a nhitng truyén viét vé dé tai
déng tinh nit (lesbian) va chuyén giodi (transgender). 1.B. Singer tao nén bau
swong khoi t6n giao nhu nhiing 16p lang ki a0 cho nhiing truyén ké nay, ho
(Yentl, Zeitl, Rickel) 1a nhiing c¢6 gai khao khat duoc chiém linh su bi an va
thanh cao ciia Kinh Thanh — diéu chi danh riéng cho nam giéi.

Yentl, trong Yent! nam sinh trwong dong, dén tudi két hon nhung c6 khong
hé c6 ¥ dinh lap gia dinh. C6 danh tat ca tAm hdn dé tim hiéu kinh Torah. Song
theo quy dinh, chi nhitng nguoi dan 6ng maéi dugc phép co6 long khao khat thiéng
liéng éy. Con phu nit, nhiém vu caa ho 1a sinh dé va cham séc con cai. Mang thé
xac nit nhung thuc té, Yentl s¢ hitu linh hon nam gidi. Chinh cha c6 da noi:
“Yentl — con c6 linh hon cua dan 6ng” [106,160]. 1.B. Singer miéu ta ngoai hinh
va tinh cach cua Yentl bang nhiing chi tiét mang mau sic nam tinh rat dam.
Cong viéc cua ngudi phu nir Do Thai trudc hét biéu hién & nhiing viéc noi trg
nhu may va, bép nuc, nhung Yentl khong biét may va va cling khong biét nhao
bot dé lam banh trong ngay Sabbath. Ngoai hinh cua cb ciing trd nén dj biét so
Vvéi nhimg ¢6 gai moi 1on: “Khong nghi ngd gi nira, Yentl khdng giong bdt ki ¢é
gdi nao & Yanev — cao, gdy go, xwong xdau, nguc nhg, méng 1ép” [106,160].
Yentl con mac trom quan 4o cua bd co khi éng ngi. Cudc sdng cua Yentl &
Yanev chi c6 nghia khi cha ¢6 con séng. Ong 13 1i do duy nhat, 13 soi day gan két
cb véi cudc séng noi ddy. Khi 6ng mat, co khong con 1i do gi dé ¢ lai. Bai vay,
Yentl di ban nha, chuyén t6i noi & méi. Trong dém ti, Yent cdr téc gia trai va
bo di. Trén duong di, co gap nhitng nam sinh trudng dong & Bechev. Roi Yentl
quyét dinh cing ho vao hoc trong trudng dong. Luc nay, Yentl d6i tén thanh
Anshel. Dé che gidu than phan, Yentl/ Anshel lay Hadass 1am “v¢”. Dan than
trong tro choi gia nguy than xac va linh hon, Yentl khong tim thy su thanh than,
trai lai c¢6 luon mang mic cam toi 16i vi da lira ddi va hay hoai cudc doi cua
Hadass. Yentl tiét 16 than phan ctia minh cho Avigdor 13, ¢6 “c6 linh hén cua
dan 6ng va than xac ctia phu nir” [106,187]. Nhan ra sai lam khi qua muon,
Yentl cuing mot luc 1am tén thuong nhiéu nguoi. Nhu mot sy sam hoi cho hanh
Vi t6i 16i ma minh giy ra, Yentl dé nghi Avigdor lam dam cudi véi Hadass, con
co ra di trong im 1ang.

Chaim Grade khi danh gia truyén ngan Changing Images of Women in
American Jewish Fiction (Yet! nam sinh truong dong, trong Bién doi hinh
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tirong phu Nit trong van xudi hw cdu Mi — Do Thai), nhan thay biéu hién chéch
huéng tinh duc & Yentl. Ong viét: “Nhan vat nir ciia Singer thuong dugc miéu
ta rat 1anh cam trong khi 18 ra 1a cudng duc va cd chap, ngdc nghéch, thay vi
quyén rii. Su khat tinh & phu nit hién dai duoc Singer miéu ta trong rat nhiéu
chi tiét va voi mot ¥ thac thay dbi rd rang” [83,141]. Yentl mang dau hiéu cua
nguoi déng tinh nir. C6 soi minh trong guong véi Sy thich tha trong viéc hoa
trang thanh nam gidi. P6 ¢ thé duoc xem nhu hanh dong giai téoa nhimg kim
nén cua an tc tinh duc. Long khao khat trd-thanh-nam-giéi dugc thé hién
thong qua mat na nhan cach. Nghia Ia nhan vat khao khat sam vai ké khac dé tu
can bang cudc séng cua chinh minh. Hanh dong cdr téc gia trai tro-thanh-dan-
ong-dich-thuc (“real” man) cta Yentl c6 thé twong tng véi hanh vi chuyén doi
gidi tinh (transgender) va két hon voi ngudi cung gidi 1a Hadass.

Yentl thic mac tai sao con gdi dén tuéi trucng thanh thi phai két hén?(1)
Cau hoi ma Yentl dit ra ¢ ¥ nghia thirc tinh con nguoi truéc cudc song. Thi ra
bay lau, con ngudi song theo théi quen, mot nép gap dinh sin, mot khac cua ma
mdi Mot con nguoi déu thuc hién nhu mot thoi quen. Ngudi ta lay vo lay chong
1a vi t6i tudi truong thanh chir khong tu hoi minh c6 thuc sy mong muén hay
khong. Nhung mdy ai nhu Yentl, ban khoan tir hoi vé diéu di tré nén quen thudc
ay. Boi vay hanh dong ciia Yent 1a sy phan Gmg va chdng lai cudc sdng vén da
duogc/ bi dinh sin. Yentl mang mét tinh than ty do, tu minh quyét dinh cudc séng
ban than véi sy lya chon ty do. Tu do lya chon tro-thanh-dan-ong (female
transform to male) cua Yentl duoc ton trong bai ¢ c6 quyén quyét dinh cudc
séng cua riéng minh. Tro-thanh-dan-6ng 1a khao khat dugc song that véi chinh
minh, dugc sdng 13 minh mot cach hoan toan chir khong phai chi deo mat na
nhan cach va 1én lat gia trang. C6 cong khai quyét dinh cia minh. I.Ch. Biletzky
cho rang su chuyén gidi cua Yentl, trong cai nhin cua I.B. Singer, hoan toan
duoc ton trong. C6 khong hién 1én nhu mdt nhan vat gay cuoi: “Yentl dugc phép
séng cudc doi cua cd theo cach riéng cia c¢6. Néu cd mudn 1a dan ong va tro
thanh hoc sinh truong dong, ngudi ma chung ta ang ho cho su luya chon cua c6?
N6 1a mot cudc ndi loan. Mot cudc ndi loan chdng lai nhiing sicc manh trén cao
khong cho phép c6 cho dii ¢6 mudn 1a dan 6ng hay dan ba. Noi ¢ cua Yentl o
gitta mot thé gioi khac va lya chon dong mau ton gido cta chinh c6 13 su ¢6 don
ciia ¢6” [42,13]. Hanh dong ma I.Ch. Biletzky xem 1a “ndi loan” thuc chat 1a
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cudc dau tranh doi quyén song tu do caa mdi nguoi. O diém nay, c6 18, dudi cai
nhin ciia Phé binh Nit quyén (Feminism Criticism) hay Phé binh sinh thai
(Ecocriticism) s& “doc” thdy thong diép “nir quyén luan sinh thai” (Ecofeminism)
tir nhirng truyén ngan viét vé dé tai dong tinh nit cua 6ng. Nhitng phu nit, ho ¢d
gang thoat khoi cudc séng bi vy that boi nhimg rao can cdm ki dé “khéng phai
1a chiéc ghé” du6i chan nhimg ngudi dan 6ng: “Nhung néu hai chi em minh
cung di, tay trong tay, thi dia nguc ciing 13 hanh phtc. Thuong dé rat nhan tu.
Hinh phat kéo dai khong qua muoi mot thang. Sau do hai chi em minh s€ trong
sach va s& 1én thién duong. Chung ta khong c¢6 chdng nén chung ta khong bi 1a
chiéc ghé dudi chan ho. Chung ta s& tim trong nudc thom, s& in ca quy. Chung
ta s€ moc canh va s€ bay nhu hai con chim” (Zeit/ va Rickel) [107,118-119].

Tuy nhién, su ty do lya chon cta Yentl tré nén bé tic khi c6 lra ddi moi nguodi
chung quanh, lira doi nguoi ban doi ciia minh, “y nghia va nguyén nhan cta hanh
dong noi doi moi nguoi 1a lra dbi chinh ¢ chtr khong ai khac. C6, mot minh, co
quyén dét nén trang doi caa co. Néu nhiing van dé gap tro ngai, Bashevis dé& nghi
nguoi doC — bdi y nghia tao nén si¢ manh la thuong & 6ng — vuot qua kho khan mot
cach can trong, va sau d6 ong phat hién ra nha van cdy cudc trén canh déng vin
chuong voi y nghia cua hoi he nghé thuat diéu ki~ [42,13].

Viét vé dé tai dong tinh (tinh dyc dong tinh va tinh yéu dong tinh), truyén
ngan I.B. Singer gop phan thé hién tu tuéng phd vé cdu triic gidi. Trong Women,
Myth, and the Feminine Principle (Phyu niz, Than thogi, va nguyén tdic tinh niv),
Bettina L. Knapp chi ra nhimg nét n6i bat cua nhan vat nir trong cac tic pham
cua I.B. Singer. Trong d6, Bettia L. Knapp dic biét quan tam t&i truyén ngan
Yentl nam sinh truwong dong. Bai viét IB. Singer’s Yentl the Yeshivah Boy”:
Gender Decontruction and the Fashioning of the Modern Woman (““Yent!/ nam
sinh trwong dong” cua |.B. Singer: Gidi cdu triic gi6i va Sy hinh thanh phu nir
hién dai) [48,209]. Cudc séng, khong chi co hai giéi dan ong va dan ba ma con
su t6n tai cua gioi tha ba (third sex). Ong nhin nhan van dé dong tinh khong nhur
mot hién twong bénh 1i ctia con ngudi hién dai ma 13 thude tinh cua ton tai mudn
doi. Trong cdi ngudi hay cdi thanh than, ma quy, dong tinh ton tai nhu mot tat
yéu! Zeitl, trong Zeitl va Rickel, timg no6i: “O trén troi khong 6 sy phan biét nao
gitta dan ba va dan 6ng” [105,119]. Nhu cau dugc song 1a chinh minh trd nén

birc thiét trong tim tri cac nhan vat cua 6ng. 1.B. Singer khong phan xét vé sy
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lya chon cuia cac nhan vat. Pon gian, d6 1a su ty do quyét dinh cudc séng, hanh
phtic va trong lai cuia moi ngudi.

Péng tinh twong chimg 13 ciu chuyén cia ngdy hom nay, cdu chuyén cua
con ngudi thoi hién dai. Thuc ra, né c6 ngudn goc tir xa xua va in ddu trong cac co
mau. 1.B. Singer luan giai mot hién tuong doi song khong phai bang anh sang
khoa hoc, ma bang nhiing 16p mu ¢ mau. C6 mau shadow (béng am) gin lién voi
hanh trinh tim kiém ban thé ctia nhan vat. Nhan vét tim kiém ntra con lai dich thuc
ctia minh dé duoc séng 14 chinh minh. D6 1 ¥ nghia nhan sinh sau séc toat 1én tir
nhimg trang vin tuéng nhu hoang duong va quai di cia nha vin 16i lac nay.

3.3. Thanh duong ban thé

|.B. Singer timg phat biéu: “Thé ki nay c6 mot Kafka 1a qua du”. Cau noi
ctia ong ngu y mot ki nguyén mat/ ban Chia, mot thoi dai con ngudi khong co
duc tin, ma Kafka 14 nha van tiéu biéu cho khuynh huéng 1én tiéng céo chung
“Chiia da chét”. O hanh trinh kiém tim nay, truyén ngan I.B. Singer giau tinh ddi
thoai hon bao gio hét.

3.3.1. Mdt ng ciia Chua

Cau hoi duoc dat ra tir rat sém va chua khi nao nhan duoc cu tra 1o, d6 1a
“Hién dang ciia Chua?”. Guong mit cia Chiia mii tro thanh bi mat, mot cam ki doi
VGi tat ca con chién ciia Nguoi. Ngay nhu Moshe, ngudi ma Chua tin yéu nhat,
ciing chi duoc thdy mat Nguoi dudi hién than cia Lua tir mot khoang cach xa.
Trong Niém vui, 1.B. Singer da viét: “Néu dia nguc va thién dang & giita noi hop
cho thi tit ca moi nguoi s& 1a nhitng vi thanh. Trong tat ca nhimg diéu tt lanh ban
cho con nguoi thi diéu vi dai nhat 1a sy that ring Chita luén gidu mat” [111,165].

Cam ki (taboo) 1a nhiing quy dinh dugc dat ra va budc moi nguoi tuan theo,
néu vi pham s& chiu sy tring phat. CAm ki 13 mic cam sau xa va can cdi nhat cua
t6n gido, 1a diéu kién dam bao tinh thiéng liéng tir sac manh téi cao, dirc tin va
1ong phung su tuyét dbi cua con ngudi. Bai vay, Chaa sém lap giao udc voi con
nguoi. Giao udc gitra Chtia va nguoi Do Thai dugc ghi lai trong Kinh Thanh va
sau nay tiép tuc duoc khai trién luan ban trong cac sach luat. Loai ngudi chung ta
1a truyén nhan cua nhiing ké vi pham cam ki, chau con cia to phu Adam va to
mau Eva. Nhu vay, cam ki 1a mic cam nguyén thiy cia ton gido va 1a motif ¢o
mau d6i voi toan bd nén van hoc Kinh Théanh, d6 dugc Xem nhu mdt ng cua
Chiia (mask of God) (Joseph Campell) [49]. CAm ki d3 tao nén tinh thiéng va
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pham d6i véi moi ton gido. Mot mit, ngudi ta s hii, kinh phuc va tin theo dang-
giéu mat, déng—vé hinh, nhung bén canh d6 luén c¢6 nhiing ngudi khao khat dugc
“l6t mat na” v4i ndi hoai nghi xAm chiém c6 hay khong su ton tai va quyén ning
cua dang toi linh.

Truyén ngan L.B. Singer mang dang dap truyén dan gian Do Thai thuong
két ndi thoi gian 13 mot ngay 1& nao do trong nam. Trong d6, ngdy 18 Sabbath 1a
mot trong nhitng dip quan trong, ngay con chién hién cho Chua tat ca dé cam ta
Chua d3 ctu rdi nguoi Do Théai. Ciing chinh ngdy dy, cic nhan vét cia ong
“chon” dé vi pham dé thach thuc quyén ning cta Chua: Mdu, Vieong mién
mudng thii, Cunegunde, Ké bdng bé, Niém vui,... Trong Cé diéu gi ¢ do, gido si
Rabbi Nechemia hoai nghi vé sy ton tai va sac manh cua Chua, ong di dén quyét
dinh chéng lai Chtia bang cach xtic pham ngay Sabbath: /it thuéc - hanh vi bi
cam. Nhiéu truyén dé cap téi hanh vi pham gidi rin cua cac nhan vat. Dan ching
Frampol nghe theo 15i du dd cua quy tra hinh thanh vi béc si tré dep, giau c6 dén
tu Cracow da danh bai vao ngay Sabbath ma 1€ ra ho khong dugc phép. Satan tdi
Frampol dung dip han han va d6i kém xay ra, hin ban phat nhitng dong tién
vang cho dan chung, nhung kém theo d6, hin “yéu cau” dan chung ki vao ban
hop dong/ giao kéo ban linh hdn cho quy, khé udc ban Chiia thy Satan. Vi bac si
tré dep khién chung ta lién twang téi bac si Faust — ké ban linh hon cho quy st,
mot huyén thoai van chuong vé 1am 13i cua con ngudi. Téi tac pham cua 1.B,
Singer, lin sau hon vao ban giao kéo, bac si (Faust) khong con la ké ban linh
hon cho quy (bai thé van con mang trong nd phan ngudi) ma hoan toan thanh ké
dai dién cho thé lyc hac am, 1a hién than cua quy Satan. Tét ca trai gai, gia tré
trong ving lao vao viing 13y toi 13i truy lac than x4c v6i yéu cau tap giao. Ho bo
ngoai tai 10 can gian cua vi gido si gia. Long khao khat tién bac va duc vong da
day toan bo Frampol vao hoa hoan. Chua di giang lta trirng phat nhitng ké ban
Chua va nhin chim nhitng ké toi 15i trong bién lira (Quy dng tir Cracow).

Nhimg nha du hanh trén hanh trinh kiém tim Chua trong truyén ngan I.B.
Singer thuong 13 cac nhan vat théng thai. Khac voi nhiing nguoi binh thuong tiép
nhan Kinh Thanh theo chiéu hudng “doc thoai” (tin tedng mot cach tuyét ddi vao
nhitng diéu duoc ghi trong Kinh Thanh va cac sach luat, tin tudng tuyét doi vao
quyén ning tbi thugng va dtc hanh cia Chua), cic nhan vat thong thai lai “doi
thoai” voi Kinh Thanh: Ong va chdu, Ké bang bo, Niem vui, Cé diéu gi ¢ dé, Hoc
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gia Cabala cua Broadway, Virong mién mudng thu... Chiu sy tac dong caa thoi dai
khoa hoc ki thuat gat hai duoc nhiéu thanh tyu ruc rd, con ngudi cang ¢6 ham mudn
“khai mong” — vén tim rém t6n gido vo cung bi an dé kién giai tuong minh dudi
anh sang khoa hoc. Bi cudn theo quan diém duy vat, cac nhan vat caa I.B. Singer
khong chi hoai nghi sy t6n tai ciia Chua, ma con di xa hon, pha nhan toan bo thé
gi6i tam linh va sy hién hiru cua Nguoi. Fulie, trong Ong va chdu, dai dién cho thé
hé dugc tam trong tri thic khoa hoc cua ki nguyén hién dai. Tu lap truong khoa
hoc, anh phu nhan tuyét d6i su ton tai cua ton giao. Khong c6 Chua, khong co thién
duong hay dia nguc, khong c6 ca su tring phat hay kiép sau... 1a nhitng gi Fulie
tranh bién véi ong ngoai. Loi tranh bién thé hién quan diém, lap trudng va ciing 1a
su vi pham kinh khang nhat. Cau ké lién hdi vé cong nhan trong nha may va nong
dan trong cdy trén dong rudng. Cau lai néi chuyén Sa hoang. “Ong ta séng trong
cung dién bé mac nhimg nguoi d6i kho trong ham rugu. Hang triéu ngudi chét doi,
tuyét diét” [113,304]. Loi ndi cua Fulie 13 ngon hra toi 16i “khién Reb Mordecai
Meir dau dén, nhu thé 6ng vira nudt kim loai nung chay ma thoi xua thuong ding
két an nhirng ké bi hoa thiéu” [113,305].

I.B. Singer thuong dat nhan vat ¢ hoan canh khén cung, tuyét vong, ciing
chinh khi d6, con ngudi dao dong dtic tin va hoai nghi sw ton tai ciing nhw sirc
manh ciia Chiia. Ho ddi thoai véi Chua, thach thirc Ngudi bang cach vi pham
nhiing giéi ran dé kiém chang su phan xét ciia Nguoi. N&i dau dén vi mat nhiing
dira con cia gido si Rabbi Bainish, trong Niém vui, bién ong tir mot nguoi rat
muc kinh Chua bi day vo boi sy hoai nghi va dao dong dirc tin khi 6ng doc
nhitng trang sach Job. Ong nguyén raa va chéng lai Nguoi. Rabbi Bainish noi
v6i Abraham Moshe “nhiing nguoi vo thin di dung. Khong c6 cong bang,
khong co tring phat” [111,158]. Ong quyét dinh chuyén qua sung bai ngau
tugng. Nhiing ngudi theo Do Thai gido — tén gido doc than — chi duge phép tho
duy nhat Chua, khong dugce phép bai tho bat ki ngiu twong/ ngau vat khac. Tho
ngiu tuong doéng nghia gidi quyén lue thuwong gidi, 1a sy phan boi Chaa khi con
ngudi danh mat duc tin. “Néu nhiing ngudi vo than ding thi dau 1a diém khéc
biét gitta Terah va Abraham? Mdi nguoi ton thd mot than tugng khac. Terah, ké
c6 dau 6c don gian, tao ra mot vi chua bang dat. Abraham tao ra Pang Tao hoa.
D6 1a cach mot ngudi tao ra nhitng chi nhan. Ngay ca mot 1oi noi doi cling c6
d6i diéu chan that” [111,158-159].
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“Vo than ciing cé thé ddn dén sw dién ro” 13 10i canh bao ngay trong cau
mé dau truyén ngan Ké bdng bé. Cau chuyén xoay quanh hanh trinh roi bo dic
tin cia mot tin d6 Do Thai gido. Chazkele sinh ra trong mot gia dinh dong con.
Vi 1a con t, va cling 13 con trai duy nhat nén bé me danh hét tinh cam va sy
chiam lo cho cau khién céac chi gai ghen ti va cam tirc. Chiing trat tat ca moi uat
trc, buc doc 1én dau cau bé bang nhitng 16i nguyén rua cay doc, nhu: “An cho tgi
khi may tic the”, “Ubng t6i khi may v& bung”, “Ngua di va dung bao gio thic
day”... Trai qua nhitng nim thang tudi tho cay dang, Chazkele sém nhan thay
nhiing bat cong va phi li, tir 46 cau hoai nghi: “Néu Chaa nhan tir thi tai sao tré
nho phai chét? Néu Chua thuong yéu dan Do Thai, tai sao nhimg ngudi khong
phai Do Thai danh dap ho? Néu Chua 1a Cha cua muén loai, tai sao Nguoi lai
cho phép meo diét chuot?” [108,221]. Cau ndi tit ca nhitng diéu trén voi niém
tin “T6i khong churi raa, t6i mudn su that” [108,221]. Chazkele tré thanh ké vo
than, mac do vi pham cadm ki cia ciu ngady cang ting: ban dau 1a sy hoai nghi;
sau d6 khong dén gido duong dé cau nguyén; tdy xoa tham chi 1a xé nhimg diéu
ghi trong Kinh Thénh khong lam cau hai 1ong; hat thudc vao ngay Sabbath, bang
bd thanh vat trong gido duong. Toi 16i caa cau chat chong va nghiém trong vuot
qua giéi han chiu dung caa cong ddng, ho dudi cau di noi khéac. Suy cho cung,
Chazkele chi 1a ké “ndi loan” chtr khong phai ké xau, dén Lublin, bon trom
khong 161 kéo dugc Chazkele gia nhap ddng bon véi chung, ké ca nhiig nguoi
theo dao Co déc ciing khong thuyét phuc cau cai gido... boi cdu mai mai 1a ké
v than: “Néu Jesus 1a Dang ctu thé, thé thi tai sao thé gigi ngap tran toi 16i” (If
Jesus is the Messiah, then why is the world full of evil) [108,225]. Tinh yéu dam
mé v6i cd gai diém va hanh phuc duoc 1am cha ciing khong citu rdi néi tim hon
lam lac cua Chazkele. C6t truyén phan 16n tap trung dung lugng ké vao motif tgi
dc va hinh phat, con motif phyc sinh, con duong tré vé cia nhan véat khong
dugc noi téi. Song & cudi truyén, trong gidy phut tir gid c¢di doi, cau néi sau cudi
ciia Chazkele c6 thé duoc xem nhu 101 thu nhan thua cudc cua mot ké noi loan:
“Trudc khi chét, Chazkele bao rang anh ta s& bi bam lam tram manh roi ném cho
ch6” [108,231]. Cau nodi d6 vira 1a 10 tran trdi, vira 1a 1oi sam hoi, 11 th nhan
ciia mot ké that bai trén hanh trinh “phan” Chua.

Céc nhan vat cua 1.B. Singer vi pham cam ki thuong khong phai nhiing ké
ac, thuc tam, ho 13 nhitng nguoi giau long yéu thuong. Ho bat binh trudc bét cong
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day rdy mat dat “nguoi gidu song xa hoa, ngudi nghéo cam chiju thua thiét. O diém
nay, chung ta d& dang nhan thay nhimg diém gap g& trong tu twdng nghé thuat cua
I.B. Singer va F. Dostoevsky: “... “trai dat tir vo dén rudt déu tham ddm nudc mat
loai ngudi”, khién cho Aliosha — con ngudi ciia Chua — ciing phai bat giac phan
ng bang 1oi tuyén bd can bao luc. Ivan di dén két luan rang quan diém ton giao
vé hanh phiic dai dong trong tuong lai 13 bat kha thi. Va ngay ca néu nhu diéu ay
xay dén, chang ciing khong chap nhan. Trong thé gi6i dai dong d6 khong c6 mit
chang boi chang s& “kinh can” tra lai Thuong Dé chiéc vé vao ctra phai mua bang
cai gid qua dit ciia mau va nudc mat, nhat 13 nhirng tré tho vo t0i” [26,228].

Trong Isaac Bashevis Singer in Search of Love and God in His Writtings
for Adults and Children (Isaac Bashevis Singer kiém tim tinh yéu va Chila trong
cdc sang tdc danh cho ngwoi lén va tré em), Frances Vargas Gibbons nhan thay
O cac nhan vat trong su hoai nghi su ton tai va quyén uy Thién Chuaa lu6n tim
moi cach “phé truat” ngoi vi ti cao cua Ngudi: “Nhan ra dtc tinh va 1ong nhan
tir ciia chinh ho, ho thé hién méi quan hé d6i dau véi Chua, nguoi co nhitng hanh
dong tan nhan, ho ra sic giém pha va tim moi cach dé thay thé Chtia bang vin
chuong, va bang tinh yéu truy lac, thuong 1a quan hé nam nit” [64,86]. Khong
chi hoai nghi, xic pham Chua, su vi pham cam ki vuot ngudng trong hanh vi
cai giao hoac quyét dinh tré thanh ngwdi vo than: C6 diéu gi ¢ dé, Gido hoang
Zeidlus, Niém vui, Ong va chdu, Phan dé lsrael, Viong mién muong thu, Mau...
Cai gido tir Do Thai gido sang Kitd giao hoac quyét dinh tro thanh ké vo than
thuc sy 1a hanh vi ndi loan quyét liét nhat. Reb Zeidel (Gido hodng Zeidlus)
danh toan bo thoi gian dé nghién ciru sach luat Talmud va kinh Cabala, “khong
moét ai & Ba Lan c6 thé sanh voi anh trong viéc nghién ciru” [106,215], anh
khong bi quay ray boi nhitng dam mé vat chat hay sac duc. Song, con quy da
thdy trong tdm tri Reb Zeidel d6i 1an 4m anh vé tinh ngao man, kiéu cing cua
con ngudi. Anh tu thay Luat phap cho phép nhitng ngudi hoc thirc ¢6 quyén dat
minh 18n trén tat ca. Con quy thuyét phuc, day 1én ngon lira kiéu ngao trong anh
bang nhiing 16i: “Anh phai biét nhitng ngudi Do Thai khong bao gid kinh trong
tha linh: Bon ho nguyén raa Moshe, chong lai Samuel; ném nha tién tri xudng
bién; va giét chét Zacharias. Nguoi Tricu Tién ghét long cao thuong. O mat con
nguoi vi dai, ho cam thay thu nghich voi Jehovah, nén ho chi yéu nhitng th tam

thuong va xoang xinh. Ba muoi sau vi thanh cua ho déu 1a nhiing tho gidy va
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ngudi ganh nuéc. Luat phap Do Thai thuong chi dé y dén mot giot sita roi vao
noi thit hay mot qua trang ga sé dugc dé trong ngay. Ho cb y hay hoai tiéng
Hebrew va thu tiéu cac van ban ¢d. Sach Talmud cua ho dung 1én vua David,
mot gido si qué mua, rin bao phu nit chuyén kinh nguyét... Nén anh ¢ thé thay,
Reb Zeidel, tai sao trong mét ho, ho chi coi anh nhu mét ngén tay — anh c6 kién
thire, stc khoe, dugc gido duc tir té, hiéu biét thong tué va tri nhd phi thuong”
[106,216-217]. Reb Zeidel mo udc dugc khéng dinh dia vi va tai nang. Anh
quyét dinh tro thanh ké cai gido/ phan dd lsrael, trg thanh tin do dao Co déc.
Anh chay theo 40 Vong phti hoa, gidc mo vinh quang dugc moi ngudi tung ho, ca
tung, anh khat khao tr¢ thanh gido hoang - Zeidlus P& Nhat: “nhiig nguoi di
gido s& Kiéu anh trén ngai vang nhu mét than tugng (idol) va thap huong quanh
anh; va ho s€ quy lay truéc buc anh cia anh ¢ Rome, Madrid va Crakow”
[106,219]. Qua sy cai giao cua Reb Zeidel, I.B. Singer nhu canh bao nhitng mat
trai cua thoi dai van minh, né day con nguoi sdng trong xi hoi ki trj danh mat
niém tin ton gido va duc vong banh trudng tur twdng ca nhan cha nghia trd thanh
nguy co hiy hoai ban than va cong dong. Qua tu tudng “kiéu ngao” cua Reb
Zeidel, duong nhu, I.B. Singer d6i thoai véi hoc thuyét Ngudi hing/ Siéu nhan
(Supperman) cua Nietzsches.

Lap lai sai lam va toi 13i cua to mau Eva, ngudi ting nghe 1oi du db cua mu
ran doc Lilith an rdi cdm trong vuon Chua, Akhsa (Vicong mién muéng thii) ciing
bi cam dd boi nhiing trang sdch cdém, nhimg trang sach hoai nghi quyén ning va
nhiing loi day ciia Nguoi. Askha khong chi 1am b& mit Zemach trude tit ca moi
nguoi ma c¢b con tham dy vao hanh trinh 1én dudng. C6 bo nha dé dén mot thi tran
xa la, thay tén ddi ho; Akhsa di cai gido sang dao Co déc nhu mot hanh dong
thach thirc quyén ning ctiia Chua. Quing thoi gian séng cung ngudi chong thudc
Co ddc gigo 1a mot chudi nhitng that vong cia c¢o bai nhitng ngd nhan trude d6 vé
hanh phuc va hinh phat co phai ganh chiu cho nhiing toi 16i ctia minh: Ludwik
khong chi ngoai tinh véi ngudi hau, véi nhitng ngudi dan ba quanh d6, ma con say
khué6t; bo mic co vo vo, dién cudng boi con khat thém da thit; sdng trong canh
gidu sang, 1a chu cua toa 1au dai nhung moi chi tidu ctia cd phai trong chd sy bd
thi tmg dong... “Chua dang trirng phat c¢d, va c¢6 chang con gi ngoai chd doi cai
chét. Nhung chuyén gi s& dén vai co sau khi chét? C6 sé bi thiéu trén chiéc givong

véi toan kim nhon va ném vao sa mac dudi dia nguc? C6 s€ bi dau thai thanh cho,
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chuot, cdi xay?”” [113,20]. Hanh trinh tr& Vé véi tinh yéu dich thuc va chan chinh
ctuia Akhsa khong bang phang ma trai qua nhiéu nga r& 1am lac. C6 tiép tuc dan sau
hon vao con dudng toi 16i bang ban hop déng voi quy thong qua nu hon caa quy -
nu hon than Chét: “cé cam nhan mot ny hén gia budt trén modi minh” [113,21].

3.3.2. Puwong vé ban thé

Nhan vat cua I.B. Singer thuc sy la nhitng nguoi mang trong minh dong
mau Israel — ké chéng lai Chiia. Ho bi cudn theo nhiitng hanh trinh thé nghiém tu
tuong véi su hoai nghi duoc khai phat tir cai nhin vé thé gigi khén cung va
muén c6 dugc su cong bang tirc thi. Boi thé, nhitng dira con hu cia Nguoi da di
qua xa, d3 sa lay trong trong toi 18i, da thach thirc Chiia va pha nhan Ngudi bang
cach ngang nhién vi pham cam ki, tham chi d& phan lai Thién Chta dé ton tho
nhitng than tuong, ngau tuong khac. Rat cuc nhitng con ngudi 4y, sau hinh phat
ma ho ty cudc ldy, di c6 duge bai hoc Vé su thic ngd. Chap nhan hinh phat 13
hinh thirc con ngudi d6i mat véi chinh minh dé ty nhan ra 1am 131, 1a 101 xung toi
truéc Thién Chiia ciia minh vai niém mong udc duoc ctu rdi tam hon (raa toi),
doan tuyét voi quing doi 1am lac va hudng dén mot doi séng maéi dugc phuc
sinh bang on ciru chudc cua Ngudi.

Reb Zeidel (Gido hoang Zeidlus) va Rabbi Bainish (Niém wvui), Rabbi
Nechemia (C6 diéu gi ¢ d6) hoai nghi Chtia, ban Chua, 6ng quyét dinh cdi gido,
quyét dinh tro thanh ngudi vé than. Chinh khi dy, ho d6i dién vai cudc sdng va
trai nghiém doi séng & mot dang khéc, doi séng cia nhiig ngudi khong phai Do
Thai. Rabbi Nechemia, trong chuyén di téi Ba Lan, da that vong va kinh tom khi
ching kién nhitng khudn mit cuc suc, 16 méng cua nhiing nguoi khéng phai Do
Thai. Trong cudc d4u tranh ndi tim, Rabbi Nechemia nhan ra “khong c6 nhiing
ngudi vo than thuc sy” bai “theo logic thi mot nguoi khong theo tin ngudng
nao chi quan tim dén chinh anh ta va khong quan tam dén mot ai khac”. Gido
hoang Zeidlus nhan ra bai hoc khi qua muon, khi nhiing toi 18i khong thé ctu
rdi. Zeidel quay lung véi ngudi Do Thai, anh chiu nhitng loi phi bang tir ho va
su lang quén cua nhiing tin d6 Co dbc. Su tring phat ung nghiém, Zeidel mu,
anh lang thang xin an khap phé, bi moi ngudi ché giéu. Zeidel chét, bi dem
xuéng dia nguc va tra tn bang ltra hoa nguc Gehenna, anh cay ding 4n héan vi
nhitng 1am lac va toi 16i: “Néu Dia nguc ton tai, moi tha ton tai. Néu nguoi
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(quy Satan) ton tai, Chua ton tai. Gio hdy dua ta téi noi ta thuoc vé do. Ta da
san sang” [106,226]. Hon ai hét, thang ngéc Gimpel ca cudc doi bi moi ngudi
lra, bi bién thanh tro hé, Elka lira anh, toan bo dan chung Frampol lra anh. Bo
qua moi Sy cudi cot va nhirng nghi ngd vé Chuaa, Gimpel da co lic dao dong
trudc 1o du dd cua quy, “Khoéng c6 Chua ciing cha c6 thé gidi nao dé dén™:
“To6i lang thang khiap moi mién, nhitng nguoi tot bung khong bo roi tdi. Sau
nhiéu nam, toi tré nén gia nua, rau téc bac pho; to6i da nghe rat nhiéu, nhiéu loi
no6i doi va viéc 1am gian déi, nhung cang gia thi t6i cang hiéu ra rang thuc ra
chang c6 diéu gi dbi tra. N6 xay ra véi ngudi ndy néu khong xay ra véi nguoi
khac, ngdy mai néu khong phai hom nay hoic s& trong vong mot thé ki nira néu
khong 1a nam nay” [111,18].

Motif pham tgi — hinh phat — phuc sinh 13 mot phan khong thé thiéu caa
cot truyén hanh trinh trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Dé duoc phuc sinh, nhan
vat khong chi ném trai nhitng hinh phat ning né ma con trai qua nhitng thir
thach gian nan dé tim vé v&i vong tay cua Chua. The thdch (test) — motif
dong vai tro thanh loc, tay ué, got ria toi 18i va kiém nghiém duc tin — 1a diéu
Kién c6 tinh chat quyét dinh kha ning phyc sinh cta nhan vat. Nhan vét khong
bi b6 roi trén hanh trinh tim vé ngon nguon cia cudc séng, ma ludn cd nhitng
nguoi ban ddng hanh déng vai trd nhu nhitng ngwoi thay cudc séng nang da,
chi dan dé thoat khoi u mé, 1am lac: Vieong mién muéng thii, Ngwoi Do Thdi
te Babylon, Ngwoi vé hinh, Loi khuyén, Nguoi dao huyét, Niém vui, Gimpel
thang ngac...

Nguoi thay cudc song 1a kiéu nhan vat chitc ning mang mot sit ménh cao
ca va thiéng liéng, anh ta khong truc tiép tham gia va cac sy Kién cta nhan vat
nhung lai tré thanh ngudi cAm can nay muc trén hanh trinh phyc sinh, huéng
thién cua nhan vat. Ngwoi Do Thdi tir Babylon mé dau bang hinh anh trong dém
dong lanh 8o nhan vat di subt dém trén chiéc xe ngua dé di tir Lublin t6i ngdi
lang Tarnigrod. Biét danh “ngudi Do Thai tir Babylon” dé an chira trong dé tinh
chat phan chua ciia nhan vat, béi “Babylon” khudy dong tam thirc ngudi Do Thai
vé nhiing ké bo Chiia dé ton thd ngau tuong. Lublin ciing 1a mot dia danh in dau
trong nhiéu sang tac cua I.B. Singer. D6 13 dia danh cu thé nhung dong thoi con

biéu trung cho khong gian d6 thi, thé gidi ctia van minh va cong nghé, noi day
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ray t6i ac va 1am 16i. Roi khoi Lublin 14 cach nhan vét tach minh khoi méi
truong “van 4c”, 1a hanh dong chiing té nhan vat da t thire tinh dé di dén quyét
dinh can d6i mat véi hinh phat/ tra gia cho nhiing toi 15i cia minh. Ngoi lang
Tarnigord khong chi 14 khong gian yén binh khac véi sy 6n a0 cta Lublin ma noi
day con gitr dugc vé nguyén so, bao luu va danh thirc duc tin ctia con nguoi.
Trudc khi chét, ngudi Do Thai tir Babylon dwgc phuc sinh tAm hon nho gido si
va Reb Falik Chaifetz — nhitng ngudi thay cudc song. Cai chét cia ngudi Do
Thai dén tir Babylon vira 1a motif hinh phat vira 14 motif thir thach. Boi ngudi Do
Thai ludn tin s& ¢ cudc séng ¢ Kiép sau, nén chét dong nghia véi viéc dam dut
cudc sdng nay dé khoi dau cho mot cudc séng khac. Tinh ludng tri ctia motif cai
chét con in 4u trong cac than thoai, huyén thoai Sang thé cia cac dan toc trén thé
gioi: sau tan thé sé la tén sinh.

Con ngudi héi cai va dugc phyc sinh hay tiép tuc sa vao cam db toi 16i? Co
nhiing truyén, L.B. Singer dwa ra cdu tra loi trén bé mit van ban va hinh tuong
nhan vat. Cling ¢6 khi sy lya chon dugc bé ngo nhu mét cau hoi dang dé cho
ngudi doc dua ra. Viét tiép cai két cho mdi cau chuyén ¢ ngudi doc c6 thé s& khac
nhau, né tiy thudc vao tu tudng cua modi ban doc. Vi 16i ké chuyén du ngdn
(parable) thap thoang nhitng du ngdn trong Kinh Thanh, I.B. Singer khong chi dé
nhén vat caa minh d4u tranh lya chon maot nga ré tu tudong, ma con khoi day tam
tri ngudi doc, cudn ho tham gia vao mot hanh trinh va trai nghiém nhiing van dé
tac pham dat ra. Ngudi doc tu tra i cho cau hoi: “Ai 1a ngudi Do Thai?”. Tra 1o
duogc cau hoi do, ban doc cling xac dinh dugc ban thé: “Ta 13 ai?”.

Tiéu két chuong 3

Hanh trinh trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer tro thanh c6 mau vo ciing quan
trong dé biéu dat cuoc song, tinh cach va sd phan Do Thai, mot dan toc ludn
trong tdm thé “trén duong”. Nhitng nhan vat Do Thai trong truyén ngan cua ong
duong nhu ganh trén vai st ménh cua cudc “chay tiép sirc” khong mét moi cua
dan toc minh sudt bao thé ki qua, ké tir ngdy nhan dugc an sing tro thanh “dan
toc duoc lua chon” boi Thién Chuaa cung 161 hira s€ ban cho dan toc nay mot
mién dat cua sita va mat ong. Mién dat hira trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer gan
lién v6i hanh trinh di t&i moi mién dat xa x6i trén thé gidi nhu Anh, Phéap, B
bao Nha, Tay Ban Nha, An Do, Cu Ba... Trong d6, nudc Mi trd thanh tam
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diém cta moi cudc hanh trinh va ndi bat 1én nhu thién duong cia moi thién
duong tong ¥ niém vé “gidc mo nudc Mi”. Cung véi hanh trinh kiém tim mién
dat htra con 13 hanh trinh kiém tim tinh yéu. Tinh yéu 13 hanh trinh tinh than
huéng ra bén ngoai trong su két ndi véi nhitng chu thé khac trong su hoa hop
tam hon. I.B. Singer lam sdng day nhiing hanh trinh kiém tim thién duong tinh
ai voi nhitng sic thai phtc hop (tinh yéu dam mé va toi 15i, tinh yéu dong tinh).
Duc tin Do Thai tré thanh phép thir c6 tac dung phan dinh hanh trinh nay thanh
hai nga ré: Thién duong — Dia nguc. Pic tin con 13 nguyén tic vang xac quyét
hanh trinh kiém tim ciu tra 01 cho cAu hoi muén thud “Ai 1a ngudi Do Thai?”.
Israel! Bung nhu tén goi “ké chdng lai Chua”, nguoi Do Thai vira 1a dan toc
giau dire tin nhung déng thoi ciing 1a dra con budng binh, d6i khi bat tuan va
thuong xuyén dbi thoai voi Nguoi. Cac nhan vat trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
la nhiing nha tu tudng, 1a ké no6i loan mudn “16t mat na cia Chua” bé‘tng cach vi
pham cac cam ki. D6 1a hanh trinh 14m lac va toi 161, hanh trinh nay dan dén cai
chét ciia nhan vat (than xac hoac tam hdn), dé sau d6 chinh ho nhan ra ban chat
cua thé gidi va su hién linh cia Chua, ho lai tiép tuc hanh trinh phuc sinh béng
sy dén toi va sam hoi. Ba hanh trinh kiém tim mién dat hira, tinh yéu, Chua nhu
nhitng thu hinh khac nhau cta ¢6 mau Thién dudng. Va ¢ day, ¢c6 mau Thién
duong ludn dugc két ndi vai phan dé cua nd — c6 miu Pia nguc. Hanh trinh
khong chi 13 hanh trinh di tim Thién dwong tran thé hay dé dat téi Thién duong
tinh 4i hay chui vao Thanh dudng ban thé ma 13 hanh trinh di t6i cai ta mang
tam nhan loai, di t6i su 16t xac hoa than dé tré thanh nhimng con ngudi-anh sang
trong vong tay Thién Chua. Nhitng hanh trinh 4y dau phai 14 con dudng di biét
cua dan tdc Do Thai trong cai nhin phan xét, xa la ctua cac dan toc khac, ma no
nam trong hanh trinh huéng dén nhiing gia tri bat bién ciia nhan loai. Do 1a
hanh trinh vuot thoat ra khoi khudn khé chat hep, gidi han nho bé dé vuon day,
trai nghiém hudng téi su hoan thién.
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Chuwong 4
CO MAU LUU DAY

Tu xua t6i nay, mot bo phan khong nho cua xa hoi loai nguoi van chiu
dung, va ném trai canh tha phuong. Pay khong chi la hién tugng thoi dai, ma no
con mang tinh lich sir. Tha phuong 13 van dé pho bién ddi voi than phan nguoi
trén khap hanh tinh, va moi thoi dai. Cho dén nay, chuyén vé thap Babel trong
Kinh Thénh 1a dau tich c6 xua nhét néi dén tinh canh tha phuong nhu mot su luu
day, mot hinh phat cho toi 13i ciia con ngudi. Trong Sdng thé ki, chuyén vé thap
Ba-bén (tirc Babel) dugc ghi lai nhu sau:

“Va, ca thién-ha déu c6 mét giong ndi va mot thur tiéng. Nhung khi ¢
Poéng-phuong doi di, ngudi ta gap mot ddng bang trong xir Si-né-a, roi o tai do.
Nguoi ndy noi voi nguoi Kia rang: Hur! chung ta hay lam gach va ham trong lia.
— Luc d6, gach thé cho d4, con chai thé cho hd. — Lai noi ring: Nao! chiing ta
hdy x4y mot cai thanh va dung 1én mot céi thap, chot cao dén tan troi; ta hiy lo
1am cho rang danh, e khi phai tan-lac khap trén mit dat. Dic Gié-ho-va bén ngu
xudng ding xem cai thanh va thap ctia con-cai loai ngudi xay nén. Ptc Gié-ho-
va phan rang: Nay! chi co mot tha dan, cing ddng mét thir tiéng, va kia kia
cong-viéc ching né dwong khéi lam; bay gio chang con chi ngin ching né lam
cac diéu da quyét-dinh dugc. Thoi! Ching ta hdy xudng 1am 1on xon tiéng noi
ctia chung no, cho ho nghe khong dugc tiéng ndi cta ngudi ndy voi ngudi Kia.
RO, tir d6 Puc Gié-ho-va 1am cho loai ngudi tan ra khip noi trén mat dat, va ho
thong cong-viéc xay-Cat thanh. Bai cé d6 dit tén thanh 13 Ba-bén, vi noi d6 Dic
Gié-ho-va lam 10n-xon tiéng noi cia ca thé-gian, va tir ddy Ngai lam cho loai
ngudi tan khap ra trén mat dat” [21,8-9].

Nhu vay, luu day (exile) dugc li giai nhu mot hinh phat Chaa giang xuéng con
nguoi do long kiéu ngao cia ho (biéu tuong thap Babel), bat con ngudi li tan bang
cach 1am cho khong hiéu nhau. Do vay, con ngudi ludn séng trong mac cam bj luu
day, bi bung khoi cong dong, noi qué cha dét to, ma tré' thanh nhiing ké xa la giira
mién dat xa la, khong tim duoc tiéng néi chung va hién dién nhu mot ca thé di chung.

Su luu day ctia ngudi Do Thai khong chi 1a chuyén huyén thoai. Thuc té
lich sir da ghi nhan sy ton tai caa Cong ddng Do Thai luu vong (Diaspora).
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Cong dong nay duoc hinh thanh gan lién véi sy kién nim 721 truéc Cong
nguyén nguoi Assyria dd xam luogc Israel va “khai dau phong trao ti nan cua
ngudi Do Thai sang cac qudc gia khac trén thé giéi” [32,75]. Cudc luu day
twong chi kéo dai mdy mua vy nhung lai ding ding bao thé ki tai nhuc:
“Trong subt thoi gian biét xt kéo dai mudi may thé ki, hau nhu ngudi Do
Thai & dau ciling bi khinh bi va dan ap xua duoéi, tir Kito gido Ty Au va Chinh
Théng gidao Pong Au cho dén Hdi gido Trung Pong va ngay trén chinh qué
nha ¢ Canaan” [32,77].

Trudc hét, xét vé y nghia tir vung cua Exile, theo céc tac gia cua Oxford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (Tir dién Oxford cho nguwoi hoc cao cdp),
“exile” vira mang nghia danh tur vira mang nghia dong tir. Nghia danh tir cua
“exile” trugc hét thé hién “tinh trang cia ngudi bi dudi di song ¢ mot dat
nude khac khong phai 1a dat nudc cua anh ta, dic biét 1 nhitng 1i do chinh tri
hoac 1la mot su triang phat” (the state of being sent to live in another country
that is not your own, especially for poltical reasons or as a punishment), hoac
dé noi dén “mot nguoi chon hoic bi ép budc sdng xa cach dat nudc cia minh”
(a person who chooses, or is forced to live away from his or her own
country). Nghia déng tir caa “exile” 1a “ budc ai d6 roi bo dat nudc cuaa ho,
dac biét 1a nhimng li do chinh tri hay do mot su tring phat; bat ai d6 chiu canh
tha huong” (to force sb to leave their country, especially for political reasons
or as a punishment; to send sb into exile) [93,531].

Trong The Anatomy of Exile (Gidi phau liwu vong) Paul Tabori dinh nghia:
“Mot nguoi luu vong 13 mot nguoi budc phai ra di hoic van & ngoai dat nudc
cua to tién anh ta dua trén 1i do cua ndi s¢ nguoc dai cé co so hay vi cac 1i do
chang tdc, t6n gido, qudc gia, hay quan diém chinh tri, ngudi so su luu vong cia
minh 14 nhat thoi (mic du nd c6 thé kéo dai ca doi), hi vong tré vé qué cha dat to
khi hoan canh cho phép — nhung khong thé hoic khong bang long dén chimg nao
nhitng nhan t6 bién anh thanh ké luu vong van ¢t dai dang” [40,3].

David Albahari ciing c6 nhitng quan niém tuwong dong véi Paul Tabori.
Trong The Exiled Fragments (Nhitng mdanh vé heu vong), ong da viét: “Toi
khong phai 1a mdt ngudi luu vong. Mot nguoi luu vong khong chi 1a nguoi da ra

di, ma 1a nguoi bi budc phai roi boé thanh phd, hay dat nude, hay nén vin hoc ma
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anh ta thuong song, 13 nguoi chi c¢6 thé dem theo mot vai thir du dé trong mot
hay hai vali hodc ngudi ra di khong dem thém mot thir gi trir nhimg diéu anh ta
cd cét giit trong long, trong tri nhé, nguoi khong c6 thoi gian dé noi 1oi gia tir;
nguoi trong tiéng kéu ctia banh xe ngya; hoic tiéng ciia dong co may bay nhan
ra nhitng tht, thoang qua chép nhoang, anh ta khong chic minh s& duoc nghe
lai; va nguoi, cd ¥ hay khong cb ¥, khong thé kiém ché y nghi vé su tra thu boi
vi anh ta d3 biét — cho du su luu vong cia anh ta chua bit ddu — anh ta s&
khong cam nhan dugc rd rang nhu mdt nguoi luu vong” [133].

Trong Exile, Literature, and Jewish Writers (Tha huong, van chwong, va
cdc nha van Do Thdi), Samir Naqqash lai viét: “Téi khong ton tai & dat nudc
nay, khong tdn tai nhu moét nha vin, mot cong dan hay mdt con nguoi. Toi
khong cam thdy minh thudc vé noi nao d6, khong phai ké tir luc gbc ré toi bi bat
khoi manh vuon nay” (I don’t exist in this country, not as a writer, a citizen nor
human being. I don’t feel that I belong anywhere, not since my roots were torn
from the ground” [136].

Nhu vay, tir nhitng quan niém trén vé exile, chung ta thay exile c6 thé dugc
hiéu 13 heu vong, luu day, leu lac, hay tha phwong. Tty vao van canh ma ching
t6i lya chon nhiing sac thai nghia khac nhau cta tir nay. Tuy c¢6 khac biét nho vé
mot s6 nét nghia, nhung ndi ham co ban cia khai niém “exile” bao gom: bugc
khéi qué huwong vi mét li do nao dé (cé thé bi ép buéc hodc chii déng roi bé),
dén song ¢ mét noi xa lg, va luén khao khdt hi vong tré vé qué hwong ciia cha
éng. V& y nghia c6 mau, luu day nhu mot hinh thtc trimg phat va c6 thé tuong
duong véi y nghia cta cai chét tim hon, va trai nghiém luu day gitip nhan vat
thic ngd dé tao da cho sy phuc sinh tim hdn. Trong huyén thoai, truyén ké dan
gian, truyén ké hién dai, luu day c6 nhiéu hinh thic khac nhau: luu day tran gian,
luu day dia nguc, luu day hoang mac, luu day rung sau, luu day hoang dao, luu
day Siberi...

DAu viét vé qua kht thong qua nhiing hdi tuéng caa nhitg nhan vat thoi
hién tai vé nhiing gi ho da trai qua subt nam thang luu lac, hay viét vé tinh canh
¢ don lac 16ng ctia con ngudi trude hién tai @ mot mién dat xa la, truyén ngan
cua [.B. Singer luén u uan tam thic luu day ctia mot dan toc bi 1am cho tan mat

khap mat dat. Nhirng “vét tich ban ¢6” ctia ¢6 mau luu day (exile archetype) da
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khoi day va bung 1én manh mé trong tam thirc con ngudi hién dai béi su twong
hop. 1.B. Singer phuc dung I& hoi phuc sinh ¢6 miu luu day trong truyén ngan
cia minh khong chi dé phan anh than phan nguoi Do Théi trong sudt tién trinh
lich str bi bic hai va truy sat, ma 6ng con dat ra van dé vé chan thuong tinh than
ctia con ngudi va phuong thirc ¢ng Xt cua ho trude than phan luu day. Dong thoi
van dé ban sic Do Thai duoc dat ra mot cach riét rong trong moi quan hé véi cin
tinh ban nga va can tinh van hoa.

4.1. Ngon ngir luu day

Ngon ngit 12 phuong tién giao tiép trong doi sdng hang ngay, théng qua
ngdn ngit con ngudi trao d6i tim tu, tinh cam,... nhd d6 ma con ngudi thém hiéu
nhau. Nhung ké tir khi Chtia 1am cho dan cta Nguoi khong ndi ciing mot thir
tiéng, thay vao d6 1a noi bang vo van thu tiéng khac nhau, do d6 con ngudi trén
mat dat “khong cung tiéng néi” khé ¢ thé hiéu nhau.

4.1.1. Hon dgn ngon ngiv va xung dét ban sdc

Buc tranh ngdn ngit trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer phong phu va da dang
Vv6i du thir tiéng ma loai ngudi dang str dung, gdm ca tiéng me dé cia ngudi Do
Thai (Yiddish, Hebrew) va ca nhitng ngon ngt cia nhirng nguoi khong phai Do
Thai (Anh, Nga, Phap, Y, Ty Ban Nha, B6 Pao Nha, Puc, Ba Lan...). Cac
nhan vat ciia 6ng gap trd ngai trong giao tiép hang ngay, tham chi 1a xung dot do
su khac nhau vé ngdn ngit. Xung dgt ngon ngi 13 khoi dau ciia moi sy xung dot
tiép theo trong cudc song va dan dén bi kich khong hiéu nhau, khong thong nhat
tu tuong, suy nghi, hanh dong. Xung d6t ngén ngit xoay quanh nhitng hoai nghi
va bat déng vé ban sic: “Chi khi xuét hién nhitng hoai nghi va bat déng xoay
quanh van dé ban sic thi ngdén ngit — da tré thanh céng cu chuyén chd rd rang
nhét cho ban sic d6 — méi tré thanh van dé xung dot thudng xuyén gay gat. Khi
mot tinh thé nhu vay dién ra thi mdi yéu to ngdn ngir déu tré thanh chi dé tranh
luan ddi véi cac bén xung dot, bao gom ca nhiing tiéu tiét nho nhat nhat cia cau
tric ngdn ngir ma néu & trong mot tinh thé khac s& chi lam ban tim mot nhém
nhé chuyén gia ma thoi” [10,282].

Ngon nglt mang y nghia nhu rao can ngéan cach, lam cho con nguoi tré nén
xa la véi nhau 13 ndi dung cua céc truyén: Ong va chdau, Nhiing the giay bé bong,
Xom di cw, Bai giang, Anh ban bo cdnh cing... Nhitng nguoi than thiét ruot thit
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nhu 6ng va chau trong truyén ngan cung tén rat kho khan khi phai noi va nghe
bang mot ngoai ngit, ngdn ngit dudng nhu bat lyc khong dam duong chirc ning
két ndi con nguoi: “Cau bat dau noi diéu gi do, rdi dung que. Cau ké ra nhiing
cai tén ma Reb Mordecai Meir chua tirng nghe qua. Cau noéi nhitng cau chen 1an
tiéng Ba Lan, Nga, va DPtc” (Ong va chdu) [113,305]. Hai ngudi dong bao trong
Nhitng nguoi hang xém, sau nay ho trd thanh tinh nhan ctia nhau nang d& nhau
di tiép quang doi con lai, lac dau mai gap, ho da xung dot, cai 1on cling chi boi
ho khong chung “tiéng no6i”: “Nhung mét 1an, viéc xay ra khi hai ngudi t6i nha
t61 cung luc. Margit thiy giira ddng gidy cua to6i mot chir (letter), ba da noi voi
t6i vé& chir y. Morris xem mét t& Nguyét san Nam Phi in lai ban thao caa toi.
To61 gidi thiéu hai vi khach véi nhau, du ho Séng cung mdt toa nha da nhiéu nam,
ho chua tirng gap mat nhau. Margit tr& nén nghénh ngang vai thang nay. Vi
khong thé danh van chir “Terkeltoyb” ba néi nho vao tai t6i, cau may, phat am
sai cai tén. Ciing ltic 4y, ba gao bén tai Morris Terkeltoyb nhu thé ong 1a ngudi
nghénh ngang. Morris noi voi ba bang tiéng Anh, nhung ba khong hiéu diéu 6ng
n6i. Ong chuyén sang tiéng Puc. Margit Levy lic dau khién 6ng phai nhac lai
ting tir. Nhu mot gido vién kho tinh, ba chira 16i ngir phap va phat am cia ong.
Ong c6 thoi quen nubt tir, va khi 6ng trd nén phan khich, giong 6ng nhu thét.
Chua dung xong ca phé, ong ding day di ra ctra. “Mu dién nay la ai?” 6ng hoi
t6i. Ong dong sam cira nhu thé t6i trach 16i 6ng di tra dila Margit Levy”
[113,291]. Khong chung tiéng ndi cua nhitng con nguoi song cung nhau dudi
mot mai nha trong Nhing tho giay bé bong da tao nén cam giac xa cach cua
Abba véi lil chau chat cia minh: “Lii chau, chat khong biét lay mot chir Yiddish,
ngay ca dén hoc mot vai 10i néi” [111,146]. Trong nd luc x6a di khoang cach
cua nhitng ngudi Do Théi nhap cu véi cu dan ban dia, ngdn ngit (chung) c6 thé
xem nhu mot nhip cau gitp ho thau hiéu va théng nhat thanh mot khoi, su khéac
biét ngon ngir da phat ngang nhip cau cam thong chia cach ho vé doi bo xa la:
“Mo6t 6ng 16n tir Paris t6i tham va chi néi bang tiéng Phap. Pam déan di cu chang
hiéu 6ng ta noi gi. Bon ho xau ho vi cai tiéng Do Thai, cac dic ong tir thién ay”
(Xom di cw) [108,215]. Tam tho cam ngdn ngit/ tiéng ndi cua cac nhan vat trong
truyén ngan I.B. Singer duoc hiéu nhu trang thai 16n xon cia céac thir tiéng — mot

hinh phat ma nhiing con ngudi hién dai tiép tuc ganh chiu do “tinh kiéu ngao”
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cua to tién minh. Joseph Sherman da chi ra mdi lién hé giira tinh trang 16n xon
ngdn ngir v4i bi kich cia ngudi Do Thai: “Khi sy hdn don tu pho bay cung
nhiing tudng tugng sang tao cua Singer nhu viéc xay dung lai thap Babel duong
thoi cung tinh kiéu ngao cua 1i tri trong thoi dai Anh Sang. Noi lai bang cach
khac trong thir ngdn ngit khé nam bét ciia ngudi hoai nghi nhimg diéu da duoc
chap nhan véi niém tin hoan hao nhu thé gidi khong mo ho cia thanh than, va tai
kién tao theo tinh that thudng mot cach tuong doi nhiing diéu duoc hiéu mot
cach khong chdi cai nhu y chi tim toi, xa hdi Do Thai hién dai, nhitng truyén ké
cua Singer kich hoa bi kich, dé néi nhitng thir tiéng 16n xon 1am cho moi nguoi
kho hiéu nhau, va Chua khong thé hiéu duoc moi nguoi” [68,205].

Mot trong nhitng yéu té ¢ tinh then chét 1am nén sy phan biét giira cac toc
ngudi trén thé gidi véi nhau chinh 13 ngdn ngi. Itamar Even-Zohar, nha nghién
ctru vin hoa nguoi Do Thai, khi ban vé van dé “Xung dot ngdén ngit va ban Sic
dan toc” trong Li thuyét da hé thong trong nghién cieu van héa va vin chiong
nhan thay khi ngdn ngir dong vai trd nhu 1a “y hé ki hiéu” (semiotic ideology) thi
né mang gia tri biéu trung vé ban sic van hoa: “Ngoén ngir khong chi 1a phuong
tién tuong tac va két ndi, khong chi 1a cong cu thiét thyc cua chinh quyén nha
nuéc trong thoi hién dai hay c¢6 dai. Ngon ngir con 1a mot phuong tién biéu thi
cho gia tri biéu tugng. Nho lya chon mot ngdn ngit, mot cu dan hay mot nhom
ngudi trong xa hoi méi c¢é thé tuyén xung dau 1a ban sic ma né mudn trung ra
cho chinh minh ciing nhu cho phan con lai cua thé gisi” [10,280]. So véi cac yéu
t6 nhu t6n gido, mau da, chung toc thi ngdn ngir 13 rdo can ngin cach hiéu qua
nhat. “Hang rao ngon ngir doi khi con sau hon séng hon bién, cao hon nui nhung
con ngudi trong x4 hoi hién dai di nhanh chong vuot qua hang rao d6 dé hoc hoi
Idn nhau vé van hoa” [14,15]. Bén canh nhitng nhan vat ngudi Do Thai tim cach
thich nghi voi méi truong vin héa mai bang cach chuyén sang st dung ngon ngir
cua dan toc khac: “Moi ngudi €6 gang hoc it nhat vai tiéng Hebrew. Trong
nhitng ndm thang phiéu bat, nhiéu ngudi trong sé ho da day cho nhau tiéng Nga,
Puc, Anh, va ca tiéng Hungari va Uzubekistan” (Anh ban bo cdnh ciing)
[110,124-125], bd phan con lai mang ndi niém trin trd vé tuong lai, so6 phan cua
tiéng noi cha éng, ciing 13 s6 phan va tuong lai dan toc Do Thai. Hanh vi chuyén

ngit, roi bo tiéng néi truyén thong Yiddish, Hebrew dé néi ngoai ngir twong
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duong véi hanh vi cdi dao, do do, mdt sd it nguoi Do Thai kinh Chua kién trung
Vvé6i duc tin ciia minh bang cach giit gin tiéng noéi dan toc, chap nhan néi thir tiéng
bi khinh ré va ki thi nhu chap nhan hinh phat néi ngén ngie bi lwu day tir muén
kiép nao. Ong gia Reb Abba trong Nhiing the gidy bé bong xem sy luu day cua
éng cling nhu toan thé ngudi Do Thai 14 hinh phat phai ganh chiu cho nhitng toi
15i chinh ho dd pham phai: “Abba tin ring 6ng, giéng tat ca nguoi Do Thai ké tur
khi Dén tho thi Hai bi pha hay, séng trong canh luu day, xa qué huong & Eretz
Israel, boi vi 6ng da pham t6i, va khong phai vi Chua bét tin (unfaithful) hay bat
luc (powerless)” [35,31]. Nhitng nhan vat nay thuong 1a ngudi ludn tran tré vé
tuong lai ctia ngdn ngit Do Thai trudc mot thyuc té khong chi cac dan toc khac
khinh bi ngén ngtr Do Thai ma ngay ca nhitng nguoi Do Thai ciing quay lung lai
Vi tiéng néi duge xem nhu tinh huyét dan toc: Ngwoi ban cia Kafka, Nhing the
giay bé bong, Anh ban bo cdanh cing, Bai giang,. ..

4.1.2. Ngon ngir Yiddish va ban sic thiéu sé

Ngon ngit Do Thai, dic biét 13 Yiddish — ngdn ngit ¢4 caa ngudi Do Thai —
duoc coi 1a thr “ngdn ngtr cia ngudi dan thuong va cua nhitng ngudi me, co
ngudn cdi tir thoi trung ¢d va hop luu tir nhiu nén van héa khac nhau ma nho
chung dan tdc ndy van giao tiép dugc véi nhau trong sudt nhiéu thé ki bi tr tan &
Xt nguoi” [135], 14 thir ngdn ngit mang trong né nhing I6p tram tich van hoa
ctia ngudi Do Thai trai qua nam thang lich sir day bién dong va dir doi, “thw
ngdn ngir cua Sy tha huong, khong co dat dai, khong bién gidi, khong duoc
chinh phu nao bao hg, thir ngon ngir khong c6 161 nao danh cho vii khi, dan
duoc, dién tip quan sy, chién luoc chién tranh; th ngdn ngir bi tat ca nhiing
nguoi khong phai Do Thai va nhitng nguoi Do Thai dugc giai phong xem
thudong... N6i cach bong bay, Yiddish 1a th ngon ngir thong thai va khiém
nhuong cua tat ca chiing ta, 1a dac ngir ciia nhan loai dang so hii nhung van luon
hi vong” [138]. Véi cac nhan vat cua |.B. Singer, tiéng Yiddish 1a linh hon va
ban sic Do Thai, va tinh yéu ddi véi tiéng me dé cau giup “nhimng daa con luu
lac” noi x&r nguoi thoat khoi nguy co bi d6ng hoa ngay ca khi str dung ngoai ngir
trong cudc song hang ngay. Nhan xét vé hién tugng nay, Susann L. Gardberg
viét: “Tinh cam vé&i ngon ngit Yiddish 13 tréi tim va tdm hon cua cic nhan vat

cta Singer. Cac tac pham cua 6ng tran ngap nhitng ngudi Do Thai — Pong Au c6
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cach hanh xir duoc diéu khién bdi dam mé. Nhitng nguoi Do Théai — Ba Lan,
séng ¢ Mi, ndi tiéng Anh nhung tu duy Yiddish” [64,65].

Ngoén ngit Do Thai c6 nguy co tré thanh mot tr ngir, thay vao do, ho sé noi
nhitng ngoai ngir — nhu 1a tiéng nodi cua ké khac: “Chung t6i di dao qua nhiing
con dudng mo tdi, mdi phd mang tén mot nha van Hebrew hoac mot hoc gia Do
Thai. Téi doc cac ki hiéu & khip cac ctra hang quan ao. Cong cudc hién dai hoa
tiéng Hebrew da tao ra mot thuat ngit nhu nit va, codc x8é, kiéu téc nit va thude
xtc toc. Ho da tim thdy nhiéu thuat ngir tran tuc trong Kinh Thanh, Talmud -
Babylon, Talmud — Jerusalem, Midras, va ca Zohar” (Anh ban bo cdnh cing)
[111,128-129]. Nhiing ké néi “tiéng néi cua ké khac” va nhing ké noi tiéng noi
thiéu s6 déu 1a nhing ké co don, lac 16ng, nhitng ké “bi bat r&”, ho ludn c¢6 don,
lap di, ngdc nghéch trong mét cua sé dong. I.B. Singer thuong st dung ngudi ké
chuyén nha van (the writer as a narrator) — nha van Do Thai, nhitng nguoi “ndi”
thir ngdn ngir lac 16ng khi sang tac bang mot ngdn ngit Xa la vai cudc song hién
dai nhu tiéng Yiddish hay Hebrew va viét nhitng cau chuyén than bi, ma quy.
Tac pham ho Viét ra tré nén xa la, tham chi 1a nham nhi va dién khung trong mat
moi nguoi (bao gém ca nguoi Do Thai va nhitng ngudi ngoai qubc): Khéng c6 gi
la ngc?u nhién, Ké buon lqu, Khong choén nuwong than, Vanvild Kava, Mot dém ¢
Brazil, Bdn thdo, Cam bdy, Ngwoi ban cia Kafka, Nhitng nguwoi hang xém, Bai
gidng, Hanh trinh tam linh, Khdch san, Nguoi viét thie, Goi hon, An nho ¢ dau,
Qua tang, Quan an tw phuc vu, Hanka, Xom di cw, Tt nhan, Nhitng nguoi xa lg,
Cam bdy, Tin dung an toan... Morris Terkeltoyb trong Nhitng nguwoi hang xém
13 mot nha vin tai ning nhung cac ban thao ong giri di déu bi tir chbi dang boi
ong sang tac bang tiéng Yiddish, hon nita, chiung duoc Viét theo bat phap cua
cha nghia than bi Do Thai — nhiing chuyén tuéng nhu hoang duong ddi véi con
ngudi hién dai, theo suy nghi ciia moi nguoi va cuia nhan vat nguoi ké chuyén co
I& Morris Terkeltoyb mac bénh hoang tuéng. Chi téi khi doc nhitng di vat cua
Morris trong chiéc va li 6ng mang theo subt doi, “t6i” mdi ngd ngang hiéu ra:
“Khéng, Morris Terkeltoyb khong phai ké mac chiung bénh hoang tudng nhu toi
ting nghi vé 6ng” [113,297]. Nhiing tic pham thudc vé nén vin héa khac, nén
van hoéa bi lang quén bdng chdc dugc cac nha van lam song lai trén x nguoi

trong van nghiép cia nhimg nha van bi khudc tir (ban thao) nhu mét an du coa
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su khong chip thuan cho anh ta vao cong dong. T4t ca di c6 1ap nhitng con
nguoi noi tiéng ndi lac 16ng, va bang ndi quan hoai day khic khoai véi tiéng
noi cua o6ng cha, ho cling tu c6 1ap minh. D6 1a Valvid Kava, mot nha van di
hom v&i nhimg cau chuyén cua ké hoang twong da viét may chyc trang tiéu
luan vé loai ngua Mot cach dién ro, 1a Jacques Kohn ludn bi tat ca bién tap vién
tir chdi dang bai trong Nguroi ban cua Kafka... ho hién 1én trong tac pham nhu
nan nhan (victim) ciia ngon ngir.

Con nguoi khong chi 1 chu thé néi bang ngdn ngir, ndi vé ngdn ngit ma
dén luot ngdn ngir chi phéi tac dong lai chinh chu thé phat ngén. Con nguoi 1a
nan nhan ctia ngdn ngit ciing 1a ndi dung ciia cudn tiéu thuyét Enemies, A Love
Story (Nhieng ké thi, mot cau chuyén tinh) cua 1.B. Singer, ngdn ngit 1a tac nhan
gdy ra cai chét ciia con ngudi. Marilyn R. Chandler trong bai viét Death by the
Word: Victims of Language in Enemies, A Love Story (Chét bdi ngén tir: Nhitng
Nan nhén ciia ngén ngir trong “Nhiing Ké thii, Mot cdu chuyén tinh”) da viét:
“MOot cau chuyén cay dang vé cudc séng gitta dong d6 nat ctia ngdn ngir. O d6
Singer phan anh trong méi quan hé véi George Steiner, George Orwell, va nhiéu
nha phé binh vin hoa hau chién da bay t6 V& tinh trang duoc thdi phong va
xuyén tac ciia ngdn ngi trong lich sir vira qua de doa roi boé nhu tat ca sy khong
rd rang. Ngon ngit, ho phan nan, da trd nén lia bé nguon séng tinh than cho no
suc manh. Sinh nglr da tré thanh mot thir sai lac, mot tac nhan sai lac, va nhirng
diéu d6 ngudi ta da ghi lai bang tir ngit bi de doa nguy hiém béi dich bénh lay
lan cua sy vo nghia: nhitng ké d6 séng béi ngén ngiv sé chét béi ngon ngiv’
[68,137]. Ngon ngir khong chi 1a phuong tién giao tiép, ma con 1a linh hon va
doi séng cua nhan vat. Cé mdu ngén ngiv lwu day trong ¥ nghia nguyén so biéu
thi tinh trang lon xgn cua ngon ngir cla cac ching nguoi la nguyén nhan lam
cho con nguoi khong hiéu nhau duong nhu dén vin hoc hau hién dai, ngon ngir
mdanh vé (fragment language) voi tinh chét roi rac, ditt doan, phdn manh cé thé
it nhiéu lién quan t&i ¢6 miu ngdn ngit luu day, tuy nhién duoc thé hién trong
Mot hinh hai mai.

Mat phuong huéng trong chuyén di t6i Mi khi ban thao cho bai gidng ngay
mai ban vé s6 phan va tuong lai cua tiéng Yiddish cho déng bao minh trén dat

khach, nhung nhan vat “t6i” — nguoi ké chuyén, nha van trong Bai gidng — Van
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ludn hi vong, tin twdng vao sic song bat diét ciia ngdn ngir dan tdc: “Bai giang
véi nhimg diéu t6i dy doan vé mot tuong lai chéi loi cua tiéng Yiddish 1am t6i lo
ling. Piéu gi da 1am t6i trd nén lac quan Mot cach bat ngd nhu vay? Theo
quan diém cua riéng toi, phai ching tiéng Yiddish s& khong bi huy diét”
[107,66]. Ciing nhu cic nhan vat ctia minh, séng trén dat Mi — x{r S¢ noi tiéng
Anh, 1.B. Singer lya chon viét bang tiéng Yiddish dang trén mot to bao danh
cho nhitng nguoi Do Thai nhap cu (Jewish Daily Forward), mét su lua chon
“khéc liet” bai khong c6 nhiéu doc gia doc cac sang tac tiéng Yiddish. Danh
ca doi viét vé mot nén van héa da bi huy hoai mot cach tan nhan trong Thé
chién Hai bang mot tha ngdén ngir bi ddy t6i bo vuc cua sw hiy diét, dng kién
quyét viét bang tha tiéng me dé, tiéng noi cua mot toc ngudi thiéu sb, thu
ngdn ngir chi c6 duoc mot bod phan rat it doc gia don nhan. Ngay ca khi xéac
quyét viét bang ngdn ngir Do Thai, I.B. Singer ciing dtimg trudc mot tinh thé
budc phai dau tranh va lya chon giira tiéng Yiddish (ngén ngit cia vin hoa
binh dan thudc vé doi song hang ngay) va Hebrew (ngdn ngit danh cho vin
héa quy toc va van hoa chinh thong). Do d6, “Cudc dau tranh gitra tiéng
Yiddish va tiéng Hebrew khong chi vé van dé ngdn ngit ma con vé ban chat
dang mong mudn cia dan toc” [10,288].

|.B. Singer tiing viét: “Yiddish 1a ki niém cua ching t6i, 12 nhip cau ndi
doi bo qua khir va hién tai”. Thai do tran tro voi tiéng noi dan tdc va tim cach
bao luu tiéng me dé cua cdc nhan vat Do Thai cling nhu cua chinh tac gia 1a
cach luu gitr truyén thong vin hoa dan tdc va luu truyén qua khir cho cac thé hé
twong lai. Tiép tuc néi ngon ngir luu day da 1am cho dan toc Do Thaéi li tan
cling 13 cach (cd) chap nhan noi chung mét tha tiéng véi hi vong du ¢ phai
chia lia xa cach hay lac mat nhau nhung chimg ndo con chung tiéng néi 1a van
con hi vong dugce doan tu, théng nhat va tré vé nhu 161 chic cia nguoi Do Thai
nhan dip nim moéi: Next Year in Jerusalem! Ngon ngit dan toc 1a sgi day bén
chat co kha nang cd két dan toc bai sau tham bén trong ngdn ngit 1a van hoa
dan toc, dau tranh dé giir gin tiéng me dé thuc chat 1a cudc dau tranh bao ton
can tinh van hoa dan tdc. Du dat nuée co bi xam lang thi can tinh dan toc sé€
con mai trong ngdn nglr nhu cich ndi cia nha tho Luu Quang Vi: “Nuoc

chang mat khi Loa thanh da mat” (Tiéng Viét). Vi Alfonse Daudet, tiéng me
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dé 1a chia khoa dé mé ra canh ctra cia tu do: “phai giit gin n6 va khong bao gid
xao lang, bdi vi, khi mot dan tdc roi vao vong no 1¢, ma ching nao ho van giir
duoc tiéng nodi cua ho thi chang khac nao ké bi giam nam dwogc cai chia khoa
nha tu” [9,284].

4.2. Luu day tha nhan

Luédn cam thay lac 16ng va xa la 1a tam 1i pho bién ¢ cac nhan vat cua I.B.
Singer. DAu ty chi dong roi bé qué huong 1én dudng tim mién dat hia hay bi
chién tranh x6 dat t6i mot mién xa la nao do, cic nhan vat ludn cam théiy minh
t6n tai nhu mot ké bén 1& (the outsider) cudc séng. Con ngudi lac 16ng khong tim
duogc tiéng noi cam thong tir nhitng nguoi khac/ ké khac/ tha nhan (the other)
khong chi 1a bi kich cia nguoi Do Thai trong buc tranh di dan hién dai, ma bi
kich 4y von da dé nang trén ganh than phan cua dan toc ndy tir xa xua. Judah
Leib Pinsker (1821 — 1891), trong Loi kéu goi ung hé céng cugc phuc quac, cay
dang va chua x6t nhan ra than phan “ké xa la” cua ngudi Do Thai trong mat
nguoi dan chau Au: “Vi ngudi Do Thai khong c6 noi dau la nha, khong cé noi
dau 1a qué me, nén & khap noi hin van 13 nguoi xa la. Téi do ban than han va t6
tién han du da duoc sinh ra trong mot dat nude, cling chang may may bién doi
duogc thyc té do [...] dbi véi su séng, ngudi Do Thai 1a xac chét, ddi véi noi chon
nhau cat rdn, han 1 nguodi nudc ngoai, ddi véi qué nha ¢b dinh hin 1a ké ray day
mai d6, d6i v6i quyén so hitu han 13 gi an xin, d6i v6i nguoi nghéo hin 1a ké boc
16t va tén triéu pht, ddi voi ngudi yéu nudc han 1a ké vo t6 qudc, va dbi véi tat
ca, han 1a ké kinh dich bi cam ghét” [30,439].

4.2.1. Ké bén Ié cugc séng

C6 thé vi i do chii quan hay khach quan ma cac nhan vat Do Thai phai tha
phuong, va & mién dat méi ndy, ho tim cach dé thich nghi véi méi trudng vin
hoéa méi. Mot sé nhan vat cua 1.B. Singer thich nghi hoan toan vin hoa ngoai lai
va khudc tir ban sac Do Thai thong qua hanh trinh cai dao va néi cac ngoai ngir,
ngon nglr ciia nguoi ban dia nhu Anh, Phap, Nga, Dtrc, Tay Ban Nha,... Pay c6
thé dugc xem nhu mot lya chon dir doi dé quén di vét tich ciia nhoém thiéu sd
(the minority/ ethnic minority)/ nguoi di chung, danh mat ban sac (identity)
(cling 13 danh mét ban thé) va tu 1am mé&i minh. Lam méi (renewal) nhu dau

mdc cua su Kién cai chét trong tim hon dé duoc tai sinh. DAu hoa nhap dugc hay
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khong thi v6i nhan vat, nhimg con ngudi ay ludn that bai. Bai véi su ty lam moi,
ho da tré nén xa la vai cong déng Do Thai, 1a ké cai dao, la phan do lsrael; véi
cong dong Anh, Phap, Mi, Ba Lan, Ptc... anh ta mii khong thé thuoc vé ho
hoan toan va anh ta trd thanh bdn thé mang tinh lai chiingl lai ghép (hybridity)
nhu: Do Thai — Anh, Do Thai — Phap, Do Thai — Mi, Do Thai — Ba Lan, Do Thai
— Ptic... Ho mii khong thé 13 “mot con ngudi méi, ma 1a mét ké dwec lam
mai” (Costica Bradatan). Chao dao gitra hai bén, rut cuc, ho ¢6 don va xa la véi
ca hai. Ban vé nhiing hién tuong luu day, trong Chét cho tur tweng, cude doi
nguy hiém cia cdc triét gia, Costica Bradatan cho rang: “Gidng nhu ngudi trai
qua kinh nghiém cai chét di kém véi su tai sinh, ké trai qua qua trinh cai dao
khong phai la mdt con ngudi maéi, ma la mot ké dwoc lam mai — hai van dé nay
rat khac nhau. Mot ké cai dao ludn 1a mot con nguoi da téng, da di¢n. Trong
cudc doi minh vé sau, y s& mai 1a mot tao vat bi dap v, mot su tong hop phirc
tap va nguy hiém cia cai cil va cai mai — cudc doi méi dugc cap gidy phép trén
can tinh cii. Mot ké cai dao 1a hdn hop bat kha cua hoai niém va hi vong, qua
khir va tuong lai; bén trong mot tim hon nhu thé, ndi sg sy tai phat song can ké
v6i niém dam mé manh liét cho cai ban ngd mai vira dugc tim théy. K¢ cai dao
ay han phai thuong truc chim trong trang thai dau khd va nhiét huyét y dang
cho 1i tuéng mai cia minh han ciing 1a cach ma y khoc cho cai chét cia cin
tinh cii ting mang. Ban ngi ciia ké cai dao ¢ thé tré thanh dia diém cua nhiing
cam hing, an hué phi thudng, ma né cling c6 thé di dén chd Kiét stc vi nhiing
mau thuin khong thé giai quyét va nhitng ham mudn c6 tinh chét tu hay hoai.
Nhiing ké cai dao thu vi d6, nhung dong thoi ciing 1a nhitng con nguoi bi vyun
V& va dé ton thuong mot cach sau sic” [6,65].

Lac loai tré thanh mot tdm thac phd bién dbi véi mot bo phan cac nha vian
thudc cac nén van hoc khac nhau trén thé giéi. Nguoi ta co thé cam thay lac loai
ngay trén chinh qué huong ciia minh khi khong tim thay tiéng néi chung va sy
thau hiéu véi cong dong, hoic 1a trong tinh canh “budc phai roi khoi qué huong”
va séng luu lac & mot xia ngudi. Co thé ké dén mot s6 trudong hop nhu: Thuan,
Poan Minh Phuong, Linda L&, Nam Lg&, Phan Viét, F. Kafka, Albert Camus,
Jame Joyce, Toni Morrinson, M. Duras, John Maxwell Coetzee, Gunter Grass,
Milan Kundera, Salman Rushdie, I. Bunin, A. Kuprin, V.V. Nabokov... Ho vira
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cb gang “Iot xac” dé hoa nhap véi cudc sdng méi, vira cd gang giit gin ban sac
dé tim thay su két ndi véi coi ngudn, nhung ho lai tr¢ thanh “nhitng dra con lai”
Clia cac nén van hoa. Tinh chat lai nay 6 thé in dau & sy lai chung than xac, hoic
lai chiing van hoa. Bai vay, ho vira cam théy minh khong dugc chap nhan & mét noi
mai vira hoang mang 1o so V& tinh trang “bi bat géc” khi nhan thiy can tinh vin hoa
phén nao phai m¢ do Xy xam thuC cta van hoa ngoai lai. Nhan vat trong cac tac
pham ctia Phan Viét 1a nhitng ngudi tirng cam thiy c¢o doc, lac 16ng khi phai Mdt
minh ¢ chdu Au va da tim cach Xuyén Mi dé mong udc dugc Vé nha, nhung tré vé
qué cii, nhan vat ty minh nhan ra tinh trang phai mo/ danh bat ban sic cua minh:
“Tir chia vé, t6i ghi trong nhat ki ciia minh: “Pay c6 thé 1a mot trong nhimng ngay
quan trong nhét ctia doi toi”. Mot cach 10 mo, téi nghi rang téi hoan toan mét goc,
t6i khong hiéu gi vé vin héa Viét Nam, nhit 13 cai gbc van hoa nong thon, vin hoa
tam linh an sau vao nguoi Viét. Ta61 lai cling nghi gio t61 da hoan thanh viéc hoc
hanh ctia doi minh, néu t6i mudn tro lai Viét Nam lam cong tac xa hoi, thi khong co
cach nao khac 13 toi phai hiéu rd cai 1am nén tam 1i, hanh vi cc ca thé cling nhu tim
i tap thé ctia ngudi Viét Nam” [31,17].

Chay tron (escape) va vé gia cw (homeless) 1a hai motif tiéu biéu trong
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer thé hién rd nhét sy c6 don, lac 16ng, xa la voi tha nhan
Clia cai toi ca thé. V6 gia cur 1a motif néi téi nhitng nguoi Do Thai bi “dudi” ra
khoi nha. Ngoi nha 14 biéu tuong cua su che chd va binh yén, 1a dau hiéu cua
mbi quan hé cha (nha) va khach. Trong cudc ruot dudi nhu mét trd choi hoan
d6i vi tri/ than phan, nhitng nguodi Do Thai trong truyén cia ong bi biém Khoi
ngdi nha cua chinh anh ta va bi day ra bén ngoai (18) ngdi nha. Tir Vi tri trung
tam (chu nha), ho bi danh bat ra ving ngoai bién (khach) gidng nhu to tién minh,
nhitng nguoi Do Thai ¢ (trung tam) Babylon bi (giai trung tdm) tan mat khip noi
trén thé gigi. Con nguoi khong lam chu ngdi nha caa minh, bi quay ray phién
nhiéu, tham chi, bi “truat quyén” chi nha, 13 kiéu nhan vat thuong gap trong
truyén ngén I.B. Singer, nhu: Cé dgc, Altele, Nguoi si tinh, Nguoi ban cua
Kafka, Cam bdy, Khéng chén mwong than, Gimpel thang ngéc, Chia khéa, An
nho ¢ ddu, Con trai nang, Chay trén van minh, Tit nhén... Manesha va Shibtah,
trong Ban thdo, chay trén sang Nga dé thoat khoi Sy truy sat cta Phat xit Dac bo
lai ng6i nha & Warsaw. Téi Nga, Shibtah quay tro lai tim ban thao cho Manesha,
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tro lai ng6i nha cua minh nhung Iuc nay nha cua ho da bi nguoi khac vao 6:
“Can phong cua ching t6i dang bi mot gia dinh ¢. Ho dang nam trén givong cua
chung t6i va mic quan 4o ctia ching t61” [110,228] va “Ngudi dan 6ng cho phép
to1 ngu trén girong Cua ong — toi nghi la givrong cua t6i” [110,228]. Dudng nhu
con ngudi khoéng lam chi duoc chinh ngdi nha ctia minh, bi dudi khoi nha tré
thanh ké lang thang, luu lac nhu sé phan dan toc Do Thai xa xua. Margit trong
Nhitng nguwoi hang xém bi chinh ngudi than caa ba “tdng ¢6 ra duong” tré thanh
ké bo vo khong nha ctra. Reb Nathan trong Nguwoi vé hinh 1a nguoi c¢6 nha khong
thé tré vé, 1a mot nguoi dang song nhung phai an minh trong cin nha hoang nhu
mot ké da chét, hang ngay nhin thiy vo minh chung séng véi ngudi dan 6ng
khac ma khong thé 1én tiéng. Su dudi ra khoi nha ciia Reb Nathan 13 hinh phat
cia Thién Chua giang xudng than phan caa nhitng ké bat tuan y Ngudi, rudng
rdy vo va ngoai tinh. Dau ngudi Vo van ning long cuu mang Reb Nathan khi ong
bi ngudi tinh Ira hét tién bac, song theo luat 1é Do Thai, lac nay ba da 1dy mot
ngudi chong khac nén khong thé song chung véi chong cii. Ngoi nha cua ong,
nhung khi tré lai, tinh thé da d6i khac, Reb Nathan tham chi khong dugc xuat
hién trong vai tro cua mot nguoi khach, ma dudi bd dang tham thuong cua ké
hanh khat rach ruéi, cua ké séng an nap, vo dang. Ciing nhu Reb Nathan, hoa si
Tobias Anfang (7% nhdn) tir mot nguoi ty do dan bi day vao tinh canh 18 thudc
vao ké khac, ong budc phai tu chdm dut su ton tai cua minh dé sim vai ké khac.
Hang ngay ong van tiép tuc cong viéc vé tranh nhung ban quyén lai thugc vé mot
ngudi hoa si dd chét va tiép tuc duoc Vo cua ong ta tao nén mot huyén thoai vé
tai nang cta chong. Ba ta ldy Tobias Anfang lam chong nhung thyc chat ong bi
d6i xtr nhu mot ké nd 18: “Toi 1a ti nhan cua ba ta, ding nhu nghia den cua tir
nay. Ba ta khong cho phép t61 di bat ctr dau, tham chi la khong duoc gap go cac
hoa si khac” [113,56].

Cam giac ngot ngat vé cudc séng bi giam ham, ti nguc bao quanh cudc
séng Tobias Anfang con t&i tir khéng gian ctia ngdi nha ca hai chung sdng, ngdi
nha thué lai cia mot cong nhan nguwoi A RG@p. T6i Phap voi mong mudn bo lai
phia sau than phan né 18 ciia ngudi Do Théi xua kia, nhung “bong dém” A Rap,
Ai Cap van bam riét va d¢ ning 1én cudc doi 6ng. Ngdi nha cta nguoi A Rap

trong truyén ciing dugc miéu ta nhu mot Kiéu nha tu dich thuc: “Phong cua toi
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khong c6 ctra $6. Chiéc man cira thay cho canh cira. Mit troi chiéu ¢ ngoai,
nhung trong nay, phong t6i téi nhw Ai Cap” [113,56].

Tinh canh cua Gimpel trong Gimpel thang ngoc khong ding & lai ¢ than
phan ké bi dudi ra khoi ngoi nha cia chinh minh, ma & do, nguoi thg lam banh
ngdc nghéch nay con bi bién thanh vat hién sinh. Mot dém, tir xudng banh trd
vé, Gimpel phat hién g hoc viéc dang nam canh vo anh, nhung Gimpel khong
nhirng khong lam 16n chuyén ma lang I€ lam theo su sai bao cua Elka: ““Nghe
nay, Gimpel” ¢6 néi “ra ngoai chudng xem con dé thé nao. Hinh nhu n6 bj ém”
[111,26], dé roi sang hom sau, anh budc phai tin 101 Elka, diéu anh nhin thay
dém qua chi 14 c4i béng cta xa nha. Hinh anh con dé dugc néi dén nhu biéu
tuong an du cho than phan cia Gimpel — con dé duc chiu tgi. Dé duc 13 biéu
tugng cua “con vat tham thuong”, 1a “con vat hién sinh”: “Tinh chat hién té cua
con Vit nay ciing dugc nodi dén trong Kinh Thanh, dé duc duoc hién sinh theo
thiét ché cua Moise nham ctu chudc nhing toi 15i, sy khong vang 161, nhiing
thanh tich bat hao cua nhiing dua con Israel. Thé réi dng giét con dé duwc lam 1é
chugc téi cho dén, va dem mdu con vit nay vao sau birc man. Ong ding mau do,
ciing nhie mau bo méng, Vay 1én nguoi cau phiic va vé phia nguwoi dé” [7,254].
Con dé chiju t6i 12 ¢6 mau hinh twong gan lién vai motif hién sinh — mot nghi 18
t6n gido - vira thé hién y nghia vat chiu toi, vira thé hién y nghia “sé it duoc lya
chon”. Nhan vat nha van — ngudi ké chuyén trong Bai giang ciing ting hoang
mang Vi ndi so hai mang tén “ké bi lya chon”: “Toi tudng tugng minh & Mot
noi nao dé & Treblinka hay Maidanek. Toi phai lam viéc Vat va ca ngay dai. Bay
gio t6i dang nam trén ngan van. Ngay mai c6 kha niang tré thanh “ké bi lya
chon”, va néu toi khong con khoe nira, thi toi s& bi tong dén 10 thiéu... Toi tham
n6i 10i tam biét voi vai nguoi than thiét cia minh” [107,77].

Trong Po6 té, Yoineh Meir duwoc lya chon lam nguwoi giét mé nghi 1€ theo ¥
mudn caa cong dong 1a s6 ménh cua 6ng “gdy ra dau khd va chiu dyng dau
kho. Va chi Thuong dé méi biét Yoineh Meir chiu dung bao dau kho”
[107,19]. La ngudi c6 tim long trac an, khong nd giét hai mot con vat, thé
nhung trai ngang thay Yoineh Meir lai phai lam cong viéc minh khong thich,
tham chi 1a ghé tom. Tinh chat ddi thoai trong truyén ngin 1.B. Singer thé hién
rat rd trong nhitng van dé nhan thac lai niém tin t6n gido. Trong nhiing truyén
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vé dé tai giét mo nghi I (ritual slaughter), 1.B. Singer cho thay thai do khong
ddng tinh véi nghi thirc giét mé ma Do Thai gido quy dinh. Iris Bruce khi ban
vé Kafka and Jewish Folklore (Kafka va van héa déan gian Do Thdi) d3 viét:
“Josef K bi hién té theo mot cach tan bao va vo nghia. Mot mat, cai chét day
nghi thirc cua anh & bai da goi 1én 11 budc toi chong ngudi Do Thai tir xa xua
cua nghi 1€ giét nguoi” [95,156].

Midras, bo sach dan gian noi tiéng ciia ngudi Do Thai cho rang Do Thai 1a
mot dan toc duoc lua chon sau khi cac quéc gia khac da lam Chua that vong:
“Long tin 12 mot dan tdc Chua chon chinh Ia hat giéng ban dau duoc gieo vao
tam thirc caa mdi ngudi dan Do Thai trong khao khat rang, du cay déng, du khé
dau, dan toc Do Thai cudi cung ciing s& dat dén vinh quang. Chinh hat gidng nay
1a chat xuc tac giup cho tri tué Do Thai duoc téa sang, long diing cam duoc hun
duc, va tinh kién tri nhan nai dugc rén gitia khong mét moi trong sudt chiéu dai
4000 nam lich st 1ap quéc Do Thai” [32,60]. Sé it dwroc lyra chon - vinh quang di
lién v6i nhuc nhé déng cay - vira 1a niém ty t6n dan toc cua nguodi Do Thai ddi
véi cac dan toc khac, vira 13 ndi khon cung ma ho bi nhitng ké ngoai dao san
dudi sudt bao thé thé ki, than phan cua s it/ thiéu s ciing thé hién tiéng néi cua
ké bi danh bat khoi trung tam va tr6i dat ra vung ngoai bién tré thanh ké noi
tiéng noi lac 16ng. Tinh ngoai bién con thé hién thong qua khong gian duoc 1.B.
Singer miéu ta trong cc truyén ngan viét vé nhitng cudc gap gd, tro chuyén cua
cac nhan vat 13 kiéu khdng gian bén 1é, khong gian thira, khéng gian khéng on
dinh nhu quan tu phuc vu, duong phd, nha té ban...: Qudn dn tw phuc vy, Nguoi
ban cua Kafka, Valvid Kava, Qua ting, Khéng chon nwong than, Ké buén Idu,
Gia tai, Ngwoi thiz ba, An nho ¢ ddu, Sirc manh, Bai giang, Mét ngay ¢ dao
Corney, Chay trén van minh, C6 déc. “O qudn tw phuc Vu nay, néu anh dé mat
ghé ciia minh, chi cé cdich duy nhit la dimg dwong” (In this cafeteria if you
lose your check there’s only one way out for you) (Khéng chon meong thin)
[119,166]. Ton tai cach biét trong khong gian bén 18, cac nhan vat cua I.B.
Singer lac 18ng truéc dam dong, ngdi thu minh 1ang 18 nhu mot ké xa la gitra bao
ké khac: “T6i thdy moi ngudi muon thoi tiét nhu mot cai ¢d dé 1am quen véi
nhau. Phu nit bat dau noéi chuyén than tinh véi nhau mot cach bat ngd. Pan 6ng

cling tu tap thanh mot nhom. Tat ca moi ngudi déu kiém dugc nhitng mau thong
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tin. Nguoi ta tang cho nhau nhitng |61 khuyén. Nhung khong ai chu y toi téi ca.
Toi ngo”‘z' co don, la nan nhan cua Sy co6 lap Cua chinh minh, nhut nhat va xa la
V6i ca thé gidi. Toi bat dau doc mot quyén sach va dé 1a mot thai do chong ddi
day khiéu khich, bai doc sach trong ltc nhu vay duong nhu 1a mot su thach thirc
hay mot sy xtic pham d6i véi nhitng hanh khach khac. T6i khong cho phép minh
giao du véi 16p thuong luu, va tit ca nhitng guong mit kia nhu thAm néi véi toi
rang: “Anh khong can chung toi va chiing toi ciing chang can anh. Khong hé gi,
anh s& van phai quay vé voi ching t6i nhung chiing t6i s& chang thém doai hoai
t6i anh dau...” (Bai giang) [107,68]. Nhimg ngudi sdng sot qua cudc luu day,
theo Costica Bradatan trong Ngei ca su heu day, 1a nhitng chi thé chan thuong
va v& vun: “Mdi ngudi, khi sdng sot qua su Kién bat ré nay va bi diy vao tinh
trang bi luu day trai qua mot kinh nghiém twong ty nhu mot tran dong dat hién
sinh: Moi thir 16n nhao; tit ca nhimg gi chiac chan bi v& vun. Thé gigi xung
quanh anh thoi khong con la mot sy hién dién virng bén, dang tin ma & d6 anh
ting c6 cam giac thoai mai, tit ca bién thanh mot déng hoang tan — lanh 180, xa
la» [134]. Boi thé, truyén ké ctiia/ vé nhitng nhan vat — nhing-ké-<bi bat ré” la
Kiéu tu sy chan thuong, trong d6 dién ngén bénh tat gitr vai trd quan trong, dién
va tam than phdn liét 1a hai chang bénh tiéu biéu nhat trong dong dién ngdn nay.

Trong lan trd chuyén véi Richard Burgin, 1.B. Singer chia sé: “Thuc ra, ca
doi minh, t6i luén mo vé viéc chay trén. Mot ngay nao do, toi s& thuc sy duoc
chay tron” [47]. Chay trén 1a phan xa vira c6 tinh diéu Kién, vira c¢6 tinh vo thic
cta cac chu thé. Du hitu thirc hay vo thie thi nhitng ké chay trén (escaper) ludn
dugc miéu ta trong tm thé cha dong roi bo/ dit khoi mot noi chdn nao do. P6 ¢o
thé 1a sy dich chuyén mang tinh khong gian, hodc 14 sy dich chuyén tim tuong.
Dich chuyén tim tuéng nhu su dao thoat khoi khong gian vat 1i dé an nau va cu
ngu trong khong gian tam tuong, tir khong gian bén ngoai (outer space) vao khong
gian bén trong (inner space) cua chu thé. Trong pham vi ban vé cai c¢6 don cé thé
trong mbi quan hé véi tha nhan, chiing t6i quan tdm t6i sy chay trén mang tinh
khong gian, chay trén vao khong gian bén trong s& dugc ching t6i 1am 13 & noi
dung tiép theo (muc 4.3. Luu day bdn ngd) khi ban t6i ndi co don ban thé, xa la
v6i chinh minh ciia nhitng ké chay trén.



124

Chay trén trong khong gian 1a sy thay ddi tir khong gian diém nay t6i
khong gian diém khac v6i mong udc ¢ thé cai thién tinh hinh cua chu thé ¢ noi
chén thyc tai, mong wéc nay co thé duge ¥ thic mot cach rd rang va duogc dé ra
nhu dong co va muc dich cua viéc chay tron, hodc ¢ thé khong dugc chu thé v
thire (nghia 1a su chay trén nhu mot ban ning) nhung dau sao mong uéc 4y luén
1a hat nhan trung tdm cua Sy chay trén. Xét tir phuong dién nao do, hanh vi chay
trén mang trong né mot ban ning séng (life instinct [Eros]) manh liét. Noi dén
cua cudc chay tron trong truyén ngin LB. Singer c6 thé & bat cr qudc gia nao,
nhu: Mi, Nga, Brazil, Tay Ban Nha, buc, Ba Lan, Trung Quéc, Phap, Y, Cu Ba,
Canada... ma ngudi Do Thai troi dat nhu than phan phu du hién 1én trong thé
gidi truyén ngan cua ong ludn 1a ké xa lg giiza mién dat la: “Ngay ca giira nhiing
ngudi theo dao Hasid, Reb Mordecai Meir duoc biét t6i nhu mot ngudi phu
phiém. Du séng ¢ Warsaw dd nhiéu nim nhung 6ng gan nhu khong quen véi
duong phd Warsaw. Con duong duy nhat dua ong t6i nha nguyén Hasid va vé
nha. Suét ca nim, ong thinh thoang di dén Alexandrow cua Rabbi, nhung ong
ludn kho khin méi tim thay tau toi nha ga, doi xe va mua vé. Trong nhiing lac
nay ong phai nhd mot nguoi dan ong tré thong thao dudng xa. Ong khong co
thoi gian ciing nhu khong co tinh kién nhin trong nhiing hoan canh nhu thé”
(Ong va chau) [113,300]. Trong d6, nudc Mi tré thanh trung tdm thu hat nhiing
cuoc chay trdn cua nhan vat, va tré thanh biéu tuong duoc huyén thoai hoa trong
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer.

4.2.2. Lac ¢ Mi

O chuong 3, chiing toi da dé cap téi GIAC MO NUOC MI trong y nghia
cta c6 mau thién duong, thi ¢ day lai 1a mdt nudc Mi hoan toan khéc, LAC O
MI nhu goi nhic ¢ mdu dia nguc. No6i theo ngdn ngit clia cac nha hién sinh cha
nghia: tha nhdn la dia nguc.

Ciing nhu cach gide mo mede M7 try thanh c6 mau van hoc thong qua su
kién tao thé gigi van hoc ty than, lgc ¢ M7 ciing tré thanh ndi ban khoan, tham
chi 1a 4m anh, hoang mang véi nhiéu nguoi di cu va véi chinh nhiing cong dan
Mi da duogc ghi dau trong nhiéu sang tac van chuong. Noi cach khac, lac ¢ Mi di
tw né tré thanh mét cé6 méu vin hoc. Néu gidc mo nude Mi 1a nhitng hinh dung

vé mot mién dat tuoi dep thi lac & Mi chinh 1a sy v& mong, su giai thiéng huyén
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thoai gidc mo Mi. R4t nhiéu cay but trude va sau LB. Singer da viét vé “lac &
Mi” nhu M. Twain, E. Hemingway, J. Updike, J. Steinbeck, F. Kafka, T.
Morrison, J. Kerouac, W. Groom, D. Barthelme, P. Auster, R. Carver... Y nghia
cua ¢d mau lac ¢ M7 d3 duoc xac dinh & mot vai phuong dién trong The Escape
Motif in the American Novel: Mark Twain to Richard Wright (Motif chay trén
trong tiéu thuyér Mi: tir Mark Twain dén Richard Wright) cua Sam Bluefatb
[44], tuy nhién, trong cong trinh nay, S. Bluefatb khong dit ra van dé c6 mau. T
“thé gidi van hoc tu than”, két hop véi noi dung trién khai y nghia cia motif
chay trén trong tiéu thuyét Mi cia Sam Bluefath, ching t6i di dén xac dinh ¥
nghia ctia ¢6 mau lgc ¢ Mi & mot s6 nét nghia nhu: thdn phdn cia nhing con
nguol lac loai & nude Mi, nhitng nguoi nay hodc 1a cong dan Mi hoac 1a nguoi
nhap cu; Sir dé vé niém tin cua nhitng ngudi ting chay theo gidc mo Mi; dé tur
d6, ho tim cach chay trén khéi nuée M.

I.B. Singer viét rat nhiéu vé cudc sdng cua ngudi Do Théi trén dit M:
Chay trén vin minh, Cé déc, Khéng chon nwong than, Tit nhdn, Cam bdy, Ké
buon Iqu, Tin dung an toan, Bai giang, Xom di cu, Khong co gi la ngc?u nhién,
Khach san, Gia tai, Bita tiéc ¢ bai bién Miami, Hanh trinh tam linh, Nguoi viét
thw, Hoc gia Cabala cua East Broadway, Nhitng nguwoi hang xéom, Rau, Nhieng
the: gidy bé bong, Thang con tir Mi,... Cling véi viéc ¢d gang giit gin duc tin Do
Thai, ngudi Do Théi phan d4u dé tro thanh nhiing thuong nhan thanh dat nhu sy
nd lyc hoa nhap vao moi trudng vin hoa Mi cia nhitng nguoi nhap cu, nhiing
nguoi ti nan. Martina Salhiova trong An Analysis of the American Short Stories
of Isaac Bashevis Singer (Phdn tich truyén ngan Mi cua |saac Bashevis Singer)
da cho thay nd lyc 16t xac ciia nhitng nhan vat Do Thai théng qua “tién trinh
trang” (process of whiteness), “tién trinh Mi hoa” (process of Americanization)
[101,21]. Bén canh nhitng nguoi thuc hién “tién trinh tréng”, mot bo phan con
lai rat kho dé c6 thé hoa nhap béi ho khong mudn chéng lai Chua: “Nhiing
nhan vat chinh cua Singer luén ty giay vo, mat géc, cd don, bi co 1ap, thu
dong, va say mé ban than, ho cho thay hinh anh cua nhiing con nguoi bi bénh
tam than phan liét. Ho c6 1a nhitng nguoi Do Thai gidu duc tin, mat khac ho
c6 tro thanh nhimg cong dan Mi thanh cong” [101,21]. Gidc mo nudc Mi da
duoc 1.B. Singer gigi huyén thogi thong qua cam giac c6 don, lac 1dng cua tat
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ca nhitng nhan vat trén dat Mi. Ca nhitng nguoi “trang hoéa”/ “Mi hoéa” thanh
cong (s6 nay khong nhiéu) hay nhitng ngudi mot muc cu tuyét van hoa hoa
Mi dé gitr tron ban sic Do Thai, xét dén cung ho van 13 ké that bai. Mai mai
ho van chi 1a “khach” ctia nuéc Mi, mot nguoi xa la giira mién dat la: “Toi
khong biét 1am thé nao dé danh may. Ho noi qua dén muc toi khong cé ki
ning cong nghé. To6i khong biét 1ai xe. Toi khong biét thay cau chi. Do kénh
trén ti vi ciing 1a mot kho khan dbi véi t6i” (Cam bay) [119,68].

Xa lg & M7 hay nude M7 xa lg 1a chu dé tiéu biéu trong cac truyén ngan Mi
cua |.B. Singer. Trong Hoc gid Cabala cia East Broadway, Joel cam thay ngd
ngang, xa la véi duong phd va con nguoi 6 New York. La dan ti nan tir Ba Lan,
trén Dat Mi, Joel mang thdn phdn ciia ké lac loai: “Gido dudng tro thanh nha
tho, quan an truong dong thanh ga-ra”, “Tiéng Tdy Ban Nha 1a ngdn ngir toi
nghe. Céac buc tudng di dugce son va khung canh Orchard Street vang bong xe
tay va nhiing nguoi ban rong” [112,130]. Khong chi c6 Joel, anh con gap mot
con ngudi bo vo, lac 16ng, ngdi thu minh voi vé mat vira u sau vira dau dén boi
nhitng dan vat — Yabloner. Cudc séng & nudc Mi 13 cudc séng khong co 16i
thoat: “O dau? Mi di dong cac ctra. Moi con duong bi chan kin” (Ba ldn gap
mgt) [109,257]. Nhan vat nha van Do Théi, nguoi ké chuyén trong Mét ngay &
dao Corney, chay trén khoi Ba Lan dé tranh sy truy sat caa Hitler, anh ta dit
chan t&1 Mi br?mg con duong du lich va dang tim moi cach dé co thé dinh cu tai
Mi nhung c6 cam tudng nude Mi dang rudng bo anh ta: “O tudi ba muoi, mot ké
ti nan t6i tir Ba Lan, t6i d trd thanh mot ké lac loai. Duong nhu diéu dé 1a chua
du, Washington da tir chdi gia han ho chiéu du lich cua t6i” [113,36].

Nhiing the gidy bé bong 1a mot trong s rat it nhitng truyén ngan cua 1.B.
Singer phan anh “tién trinh tring” thanh coéng cua nhitng ngudi dan Do Thai ¢
thién duong nudc Mi. Bay nguoi con cia Abba da lan lugt roi bo Frampol 1én
duong téi Mi tim kiém co hoi d6i thay cudc song. Nhitng nguoi con cua Abba
khong danh mat ban sic van héa Do Thai, khong bi ddng héa ma van gii tron
dtc tin noi Thién Chaa. Truyén khong noéi vé ndi c¢o don hay sy d6 v& niém tin
cua nhitng nguoi con cua ong gia Reb Abba trong hoan canh tha phuong, nhung
tir diém nhin cua Reb Abba, ngudi doc nhan thiy cam giac co don lac 16ng cua

ong. D6 khong phai su c6 don, lac 1ong vai nhitng nguoi Xa la nita, ma dng xa la,
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lac Iong ngay vai chinh nhitng ngudi than cia minh, nhitng ngudi con dau ngoai
quéc, nhitng dira chau nodi cung chung dong mau Do Thai nhu thé co buc
tuong vo hinh ngédn cach ho véi nhau. Ban than nhitng dira chau ndi cua Reb
Abba ciing la nhitng con nguoi ¢6 don, lac 16ng khi ban than chung la nhizng
dwa con lai cia hai dong mau Do Thai va khong phai Do Thai. Nhitng dua
con lai nay cung lic chiu Sy xa lanh tur cd hai phia. Tinh lai chung than x4c va
dong mau nhiing dra chau ndi cua nhan vat dugc dac biét nhan manh. Ciing la
dtra con lai cua hai ton gido, nhung Fulie trong Ong va chau c6 18 it xa la hon
véi nguoi Ong cua minh, it xa la hon ctia nhitng nguoi Do Thai boi cau la
chau ngoqi Ciia ddn téc nay, cau van dugc chdp nhan 1a mang trong minh
dong mau Do Thai baoi duwroc sinh ra tir nguwoi me Do Thdi. Con nhitng dua
chau ndi cua 6ng gia Reb Abba duoc sinh ra tir nhitng nguoi me ngoai dao
nén gitra ching va ong c6 mot khoang cach, tré thanh nhing nguoi xa la.
Sach luat Talmud quy dinh rat ro, daa tré sinh ra bai mot nguoi dan 6ng Do
Thai vdi mot nguoi dan ba khong phai Do Thai thi daa tré do s€ khong mang
trong minh dong mau Do Thai.

Ciling nhu bay nguoi con cua Abba, Israel Danzinger trong Khach san la
nhan vat thuc hién “tién trinh trang” 1én dén dinh diém, chay tron khoi trai tap
trung Ba Lan dé téi M 1a cudc thdo chay tur dia nguc té1 thién duong mo uac. O
day, ong da tro thanh mot doanh nhan thanh dat, va huéng nhitng phic lgi nhu
mot cong dan Mi, c6 mot gia dinh 16n, con céi trudng thanh, nhung Israel van
khong cam thay hanh phuc. C6 thé, trong nhitng nam thang tudi tré, con ngudi ta
vii dau vao cong viéc, mai mé chay theo gidc mo thanh cong va cam thay hanh
phtc véi nhimg didu dat dugc. Va ndi c6 don cua Israel Danzinger 4p dén ¢ tudi
gia, nhimg nguoi khong c6 gia dinh, tai san duy nhat cia ngudi gia 1a ki tc khong
thé truyén lai cho con chau ho. I.B. Singer nhan thay, trong sy bat lyc tudi gia,
cudc séng giau sang cling trd nén vo nghia, nhan vat tham thia nhiing mat mat va
nhan ra cudc séng gidu sang — gidc mo cua bao ngudi ciing chi 1a mot “hdi cho
phu hoa”. Ong tham thia ndi dau cua mot ké bi bat géc khoi nén van héa truyén
thdng, mot mat mat vo cung 16n khong thé bu dap, cudc séng noi day (Mi) mii 1a
thé gidi (thudc vé ké) khac, mai mai bi bo roi: “Dot nhién Israel cing thiang. Ong
nghi dng nghe thay tiéng chudng dién thoai ¢ trong nha. Phai chang 1a cudc goi tir



128

New York cach rat xa noi nay? Ong dung day dé nghe may rdi nhan ra do chi 13
tiéng dé kéu. O day khong ai goi cho dng ca. Ai s& goi cho 6ng? Khi mot nguoi
cham dut cong viéc kinh doanh, anh ta gidng mot xac chét” [119,188]. Cudc song
tudi gia co don, budn chan, té nhat, v&i Israel Danzinger, la tan bi kich dé nang
tam tri, thdm chi n6 con toi t& hon ca cai chét: “Chét con hon 1a tiép tuc song thé
nay” (Better to die than to go on living like this) [119,199].

Thong qua “tién trinh tring” hay “tién trinh Mi hoa” cia cac nhan vat,
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer thé hién tdm li e ngai, lo lang vé van dé ban sac: ban sic
c4 nhan, ban sic tap thé, ban sic dan toc. Nguyén Thi Thanh Giang cho rang:
“Véi rat nhiéu tac pham, 1.B. Singer d3 cho nguoi doc thay anh huéng cua Hoa
Ki ddi v6i ngudi Do Thai sdu sic dén duong nao. Ho da ddi thay qua nhiéu khi
trai qua cudc song noi day. Qua cac cau chuyén dugc ké ta hiéu ring nha vin
dang thuc sy 10 s V& sy phoi phai ctia nén van hoa Do Thai, tham chi 1a su bién
mat cua nguoi Do Thai dudi Sy 4p bic cia nén vian hoa vat chat Hoa Ki va thé
gidi hién dai. Nhimg “hoa thom” ctia nén vin minh dang ngay cang sinh thém
nhitng trai dang” [12,27]. Mot van dé dat ra di véi tat ca moi cong dong di dan
trén thé gidi n6i chung va ngudi Do Théi néi riéng d6 1a 1am sao c6 thé hoa nhap
ma khong danh mat ban sic cua minh, thich nghi ma khong bi dong hoa. |.B.
Singer phan anh qua trinh danh mat/ phai nhat ban sic caa cic nhan vat thong
qua motif thich nghi va motif déng héa. Ranh gigi gitta thich nghi va dong héa
lai qua mong manh nén nhiéu khi nhan vat cia I.B. Singer khong nhan thirc dugc
tinh trang bi d6ng héa cua ban than.

Pé thich nghi v61 moi truong van hoa xa la, nhan vat tim cach lam mo di
nhitng diu hiéu khac biét (difference) cua cai toi ban thé véi ké khac (others)
bang sy bat chugc (mimicry). Bén canh tic dung hoa dong thi sy bat chude 1a
nguyén nhan tryc tiép cua tinh trang (bi) dong hoa. Nhan vat danh mat minh do
cd gang (bat chudc) tro thanh ké khac 1a noi dung cua truyén Getzel do khi.,
Nhan vét trung tim cua truyén Getzel Bailes, nhung vi ¢ tai bat chudc nguoi
khac va lam tro nén ngudi ta da dat biét danh cho ong 13 Getzel dé khi. Ong
mudn bt chudc Todrus, mot nguoi Do Théi Ba Lan lich 1am, c6 dia vi trong xa
hoi, duoc moi ngudi chao don,...: “Getzel c6 thé ngay 1ap tac tré thanh Todrus
nhu t6i 1a gido si ciia Turisk. Nhung mot tin don truyén di khap thi tran rang
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Getzel dang cb tré thanh mét Todrus khdc. Lic dau, no chi 1a chuyén cua
nhitng nguoi ban rong va cac ¢d tho may, nén ai ma ban tim nhiing chuyén tam
phao nhu vay? Nhung sau d6 Getzel toi gap tho may Selig nhd may maot chiéc
04 choang giéng hét cai cuia Todrus, c6 ¢ 16ng cao va mot hang cic. Sau do,
éng c6 nhd Mot th gidy doéng cho ong mot doi ung gidng y hét doi cua Todrus,
véi mil thip va mii bong [107,151]. Risha Leah, vo caa Gitzel ra sitc ngin 6ng
dung tro ngéc nghéch lai, ba cho rang viéc tré thanh mot nguoi khac la hét strc
nuc cudi va khong thé xay ra: “Todrus 1a Todrus, dung lai di Getzel” [107,152].
Tuy nhién dng bd ngoai tai sy ngin can cia Vo va ty bién minh thanh trd cuoi
trong sy ¢d gang tro thanh ban sao cua Todrus, nhu hoc cach phat 4m tiéng Ba
Lan sao cho gidng cach phat 4m cua Todrus, an udng theo khau vi va cung cach
cua Todrus, va ciing theo dudi tan tinh phu nir nhu Todrus... Todrus biét viéc
1am cua Gitzel nhung 6ng hét sirc nha nhin khong phan tmg gi cho dén khi su
bat chudc cua Gitzel tré nén kéch ¢dm va 16 bich khién Todrus ciing phai mia
mai: “Anh c¢6 muén xem t6i dai nhu thé nao khong?” (Do you want to see how I
make water?) [107,153]. Risha Leah qua doi dot ngot, co 1€ do viéc lam cua
Getzel nhung 6ng khong danh cho ngudi vo cia minh diu mot giot nuwéc mat
thuong x6t. Sy kién bat ngo xay ra danh dau su thay d6i hoan toan cia Getzel,
ong khong con phai bat chudc dé tré thanh mot Todrus khdc ma hoan toan tré
thanh Todrus. Todrus bi v& ng, Getzel da chu dong tim t&i nha Todrus dé thoa
hiép. Trong cin phong khoa kin, chi c6 hai ngudi, sudt ba gio, da dién ra cudc
thoa hiép giita Getzel va Todrus. Getzel nhan tra hét no nan cho Todrus véi diéu
kién Tudrus phai am tham bo di that xa, dong thoi vo con va dién trang cua
Todrus s& thugc vé Getzel. Néu trude day Getzel bat chudc ké khac, nghia 1a it
nhiéu nhan vat vin con giit dugc phan nao ban sic c nhan, thi dén khi Getzel
hoan toan tring khop véi Todrus ciing dong nghia danh mat ban sic hoan toan,
bi dong héa. C6 gang bat chuéc tro thanh ké khac lidu c6 dem lai hanh phiic
thuc su cho con ngudi? Néu sy bét trude khong thanh cong, anh ta mai mai tro
thanh mdt ban sao/ mot phé ban caa ban chinh (imitation of Todrus), tré nén co
doc trong than phan lai chung nhu di néi o trén. Nhung khi su bat chudc thanh
cong hoan toan, anh ta lai roi vao tinh trang ddnh mat minh, déng héa va phu

thudc hoan toan vao ké khac. Bat chude 1a mot viée lam bi ciAm, boi chi ma quy
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méi lam diéu nay: “Toan bd chuyén nay 1a viéc 1am cua ma quy. Ma quy 1a gi
néu khong phai 1a nhitng ké bat chudc?” [107,158]. Hanh dong bat chuéc cua
Getzel dudi cai nhin t6n gido 1a hanh dong vi pham cdm ki nén nhan vat d3 bi
tring phat cho toi 16i da gay ra. Getzel roi vao canh no nan va pha san nhu 1ap
lai y nguyén ban chinh Todrus trudc dé: “Néu anh bat chudc mot nguoi thi dinh
ménh cua ngudi d6 duoc chuyén sang anh. Ngay ca véi mot chiée bong ciing
khong dugc phép choi dua cung n6” [107,157]. T mdt nguoi giau co, tu do,
Getzel da ty bién minh tré thanh céi bong cua ké khac, ty minh dao hd chon
séng minh giéng ban chinh Todrus. I.B. Singer con cho thay su bét chuéc khong
c4 biét & Getzel ma tré nén hét sic pho bién trong thoi dai ngay nay, d6 ciing 1a
sy that vé thuc té danh mat ban sic & nhiéu nguoi va tinh trang bi déng hoa cua
ngudi Do Thai cling nhu cac nhom thiéu s6 khac. Pau x6t va dang bao dong hon
nira, su danh mat ban sic (bao gém ban sic ca nhan, ban sic tap thé, ban sic dan
t6c) lai dang tré thanh xu hudng thoi thuong: “Nhiing rac rdi cua thé gisi toi tur
su bat chude. Ngay nay, ho goi né 1a thoi trang” (The troubles of the world come
from mimicking. Today they call it fashion) [107,158].

Khong phai chi dén 1.B. Singer, huyén thoai nudc Mi/ gidc mo nudc Mi
méi dugc giai thiéng. Trude va sau LB. Singer c¢6 rat nhiéu cac nha vin da va
tiép tuc giai thiéng thién duong nudc Mi bang cach chi ra nhimg do v, hoang
mang, bat 6n cua xa hoi, nhu: E. Hemingway, F. Kafka, Toni Morrinson, F. Cott
Fitzgerald, Thomas Wolfe, R. Caver, D. Barthelme,... F. Kafka, bang kha nang
“tién tri thau thi”, mac dau chua dit chan téi Mi nhung da du cam vé sy bat on,
phi 1i cta hién thuc nude Mi thoi hién dai: “Khi Karl Ropmann tién vao cang
New York trén con tau da chay cham lai (cha me khon kho caa chang trai muoi
bay tudi nay da téng c6 cau sang My, vi cau bi mot a ngudi lam quyén rii va con
c6 con vai ), cau thay pho tweng Ni# than Tw do, ma cau di quan sat mot lac
lau, nhu ding trudc mot bau troi dot nhién chéi loi hon. Cdnh tay cam kiém nhu
vira méi vung 1én va nhitng 1an khong khi tu do dang théi quanh than tuong”
[17,5]. Tac pham cua cac nha van giam di vé hao nhoang bén ngoai ciia gidc mo
nudc Mi bang cach dem lai cho ngudi doc sy nhan thic vé bue tranh sang — toi
cua gidc mo nay va co tic dung quan trong vao viéc giai thiéng, giai thé quan

niém nudc Mi trung tdm noi riéng va chau Au trung tam no6i chung.
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Con ngudi dén dugc nudec Mi — thién dudng cudc séng — nhung dudng
nhu bi ddy ra bo ria cua cudc Séng noi day. Canh cura thién duong chan lai
trudc mat ho. S& van chi 1a sy hoang mang cua nhitng con ngudi chd mong 14
thu nhu trong Cé dgc, chd doi dé xin ho chiéu trong Mét ngay ¢ dao Corney,
lo 1ang kiém tim chia khoa nha trong Chia khéa, c6 nhé tén ngan hang va goi
dién nho nguoi than giup d& nhung khong ai bat may trong Tin dung an toan,
mai miét chay ma khéng biét di vé dau trong Khéng chén niong thin, bo vo
& mot noi xa la khi danh mat tat ca tién va dia chi cua Chéng chua cudi trong
Thdt lac,... 1.B. Singer dem dén cho ban doc cai nhin da chiéu vé “huyén
thoai ciia cai goi 13 gidc mo nudc Mi” (myth of so-called American dream)
(Martina Salhiova) [101,21], mot mién dat htra, nhung ciing khong it cam bay,
nguy hiém va rui ro, bat tric...

4.3. Luu day ban nga

Nhu mét dinh ménh, ngudi Do Thai di trai qua mét lich sir day thang tram
Vv6i bao bién dong, am anh Holocaust dé lai nhitng sang chan tam 1i ning né doi
véi ho ngay ca khi cudc song da d6i khac. Nhitng réi loan tdm than caa an tc ca
nhan thoat khoi birc tuong kiém duyét y thirc da tim thay mot ngudn ning lugng
d6ng dang mong lung siau tham tir kho vo thuc tap thé — vo thic dan toc. 1.B.
Singer thudng miéu ta cac nhan vat trong tdm thé “xach ba 16 1én va di”, d6 1a
nhirng Chuyén du hanh bt tan, ho mai miét di, mai miét kiém tim mot chan troi
méi (khac) (v6i cai dang dién ra trugc mat).

I.B. Singer dau dau va tran tr& vé mot thé gidi bat 6n bi de doa bai vii khi,
bom nguyén tir, 6ng cho rang tat ca ching ta déu phai lén tiéng dé tong tién
nhitng nguy co huy diét cugc séng cia con ngudi: “Vii khi nguyén tr, nan doi,
su doc 4c, chung ta phai 1én tiéng chong lai nhiing diéu nay” (New York Times).
Mién dat nguc ti, chét chéc va hay diét trong cac truyén ngan 1.B. Singer 1a am
anh vé than phan ngudi Do Thai duoc gidn nd tir nhitng nép gap vo thic tro
thanh an du cho trgi tdp trung, khu dinh cu ghetto ciia nguoi Do Thai, cac trai ti
nan va nan di¢t chung Holocaust. Trong Witness through the imagination:
Jewish American Holocaust Literature (Nhdn chung qua su tuong twong: Van
hoc Holocaust Do Thdi — M7), S. Lillian Kremer khang dinh: “Isaac Bashevis
Singer khong truc tiép trai qua nan diét chung, 6ng da bo lai gia dinh & Ba Lan.
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Tuy nhién Shoah (tiéng Hebrew, twong duong véi Holocaust dé chi nan diét
chung) da anh huéng manh mé toi suy nghi cta éng va 1a mot chu dé tro di tro
lai trong cac tac pham. Singer ghi chép nhiing su kién tién doan tham hoa va
tham do tan du ctia Sy cam tu than hoc va tam li hoc trong tiéng Yiddish, ngon
ngit cia nhitng nguoi di cu con séng sét va nhitng nguoi Do Thai — Ba Lan bién
mét trong nan diét chung. Viét tir vién canh tam 1i hon 13 sy ton tai vat li, Singer
tuong nhd mot 161 séng bi sy khing bé caa Nha nuée Bac quéc xa va nim thi
hai pha huy. Du 6ng han ché dat cac tac pham trong thé gidi trai tap trung, nhung
ong lam 18 truy diéu nhimg nguoi Do Thai khong chiu dyng néi trong cac khu
ghetto va cac trai tap trung; ong goi lai thé gidi cua nhirng sy dau khé cuaa ho, va
giit lai ngdn ngir Yiddish day nghi luc, nhitng truyén thong va phong tuc dé gan
cua ho” [83,181]. Viét vé chién tranh va sy hay diét voi sy 4m anh khén ngudi
vé tham hoa diét chung Holocaust, I.B. Singer thanh kinh twéng nhé vé ndi dau
ctia dan tdc ciing nhu t6i 4c cua ké thu di gay ra. Reb Mordecai Meir trong Ong
va chau ting nhac nha: “Mot nguoi Do Thai khong bao gio duoc quén ngay Bén
thd bi pha huy”. Vi ban nang sinh ton va khat khao mo udc, con ngudi di dién
véi mién dat chét ludn ludn vuot thoat khoi gidi han cua su CAm tu va hay diét
dé kiém tim thién duong hanh phuac. D6 1a niém hi vong vé mot cudc séng voi
bao ddi thay, khac véi thuc tai u am: “T6i c6 nhiéu nguoi quen & Tel Avis tir
Warsaw téi, ca ba chii nha ngay trude. Da phan trong sb nhimg ngudi than thiét
véi téi da bo mang trong trai tap trung cua Hitler hoac da bé mang vi doi va
thuong han ¢ Lién X6 Trung A. Chi vai nguoi thoat chét. Toi thdy ho dung &
ngoai quan ca phé, hut nudc qua dng rom va mang theo nhiing cau chuyén ngay
truéc. Chuyén gi da xay ra sau bay muoi nim? Pan 6ng tré nén xanh xao 6m
yéu. Pan ba nhudm toc, trang diém dam dé che di nhitng nép nhan. Khi hau
néng khong lam can kho long khao khat ctua ho. Nguoi gba bua ro ra cap lai.
Nguoi vira li hon dang tim kiém ban doi hodc tinh nhan. Ho van viét sach, vé
tranh, ¢é vui choi dua nghich, viét bao va tap chi. Tat ca déu cé ging hoc, it ra
thi cling hoc chut dinh tiéng Hebrew. Trong nhiing nam thang lang thang, nhiéu
ngudi trong so ho da day nhau tiéng Nga, Dtc, Anh, tham chi ca Hungari va
Uzubekistan” (Anh bgn bo cdanh cing) [110,124-125].
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Ong va chau, Sirc manh dnh sang, Hoc gia Cabala cua East Broadway,
thudc s6 it nhitng truyén ngin duoc I.B. Singer dit trong hé toa o chronotope
chién tranh. Truyén duoc két cau theo trat tu tuyén tinh gin lién véi nhitng trai
nghiém cua nhan vat trong bom dan trén con duong thién di viung thoat khoi
mién dat huy diét d& huéng vé chan troi tu do, hanh phiic. Trong chién tranh hay
diét ciia Phat xit Puc, ngudi Do Thai Pong Au néi chung va nguoi Do Thai Ba
Lan néi riéng hon bao gid hét tré thanh con mdi dé cha nghia phat xit rugt dudi.
Trén qué huong Ba Lan, ngudi Do Thai khong tim thay tinh yéu thuong va sy
quy mén cua nhitng nguoi hang x6m Ba Lan, ho lai 1én duong tim kiém mot
mién dat mai: Shidtah va Menashes trong Ban thao chay loan trong cudc tan
cong cia Phat xit Pirc trén 1anh thd Ba Lan dé téi nuéc Nga. Rebecca va David
(Strc manh ciia dnh sang) trdn tai tap trung cua quan doi Bac & Warsaw, chui qua
duong cong dé roi thanh phd va bang qua nhimg canh rimg trong dém doi rét dé
tim t6i mién dat Israel. Mot truyén ngan khac cling goi canh truy dudi cua thé luc
hay diét voi nhan vat 1a Shiddah va Kuziba. D6 khong phai 1a cudc séng cua con
ngudi, khong phai cudc chién chén tran gian ma 1a cudc chién noi dia nguc giira
cac dao quan ma quy song nhiig gi ma truyén ngan goi ra lai khong thé khong
nghi téi than phan con ngudi trong chién tranh.

Viét vé hién thyc chién tranh, méu va nuéc mat da thim dam trang van cua
I.B. Singer. Mau ty va bam tim trong ting loi ké 1a nhitng 4m anh vé nan hay
diét. Mau thidm ué6t trang van va cau chuyén tré nén séng dong nhu nhing sinh
thé co doi séng va s phan riéng. Trong dong mau dy ¢ ca dong nudc mat khoc
thuong day x6t xa cho than phan con nguoi, nhiing sinh linh vo toi. Bai vay, do
khong con chi 1a 161 than khoc ma da tro thanh 161 cao budc danh thép toi ac cua
nhitng ké gieo rac tai hoa cho dan tdc nay. Mau loang 16 trong cudc chién va
xung dot quyén luc cua con nguoi. Hon bao gio hét, nhiéu tac pham thé ki XX
uét ddm mau cia bao sinh linh quan quai trong bom dan chién tranh. O 1.B.
Singer ciing vdy, con nguoi hién 1én v6i than phan con ong cai kién khong gitr
no6i than minh trong hoan canh tao loan. Mau 1a ndi dau dén vé chét choc hién
hinh thanh mau sac cu thé va 4am anh mdi nguoi. Tiéng la thét, ca nhiing giot
nudc mat,... tat ca chan hoa trong bé mau chung sinh. “Ong nghe thay tiéng
khoc cta nhitng ngudi bi danh va bi thuong. Mau ban tung tée 1én tudng phia
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bén kia duong. Nhiing dra tré dugc me mang theo, che cho, cham soc, lo ling
qua nhimg ¥ nghi mong manh thoang qua, bay gid nam trong bun dau dén trong
con vat 16n cua cai chét” (Ong va chdau) [113,314].

Thoi gian tran thuat trong truyén ngén 1.B. Singer 14 thoi gian cua hién tai —
thoi hau chién (post-war) khi cudc song duong nhu d3 duoc tra vé trang thai
thing bang nhu nd von cd va can phai c6. Tuy nhién, bong ma chién tranh luén
tro veé trong tAm tri mdi ngudi, moi hinh anh vé cudc chién hién 1én rd rét thong
qua hoat dong #di trai nghiém ndi dau chién tranh. Motif tai trai nghiém ndi dau
va nhitng mat mat xuat hién trong rat nhiéu truyén ngan caa ong. O d6 thuong co
nhan vat nha van, ngudi dong vai tro két ndi voi nhan chirng-nan nhan caa cugc
chién, tré thanh chimg nhéan cho nhiing diéu ho ké. Nhan vat nha vin dong vai
tro 1a ngudi ké chuyén, ké véi ban doc vé mot cau chuyén lién quan t&i mot nhan
vat khac — nan nhéan cua chién tranh. C6 thé noi, I.B. Singer dd han ché téi da
quyén nang cia nguoi ké chuyén ngoi thtr nhat xung t6i 1 — nha vian, ma déng 18
cau chuyén dugc ké tir diém nhin cia mot nha van s& hap dan va sinh dong hon.
Ong da khuéc tir cai nhin va “miéng ludi nha nghé” ciia nguoi ké chuyén (nha
van) va ong dé cho nhéan vat cia 6ng tu ké cau chuyén ciia minh bang cai nhin,
giong diéu, ngdn ngit va tim li, mang mau sic cua riéng ho. Thyc chat hanh
dong ké chuyén cua cac nhan vat, ddng thoi tro thanh ngudi ké chuyén xung toi
2, 12 hanh trinh “di tim thoi gian da mét” 14t gio timg trang qua khir bio giéng, vi
vay khong khi truyén ké tu nhién, gian di va chan that boi nd dugc tudn trao tir
nhitng hoi trc dén dau bat tan. Vai hinh thire nguoi ké chuyén nay, 1.B. Singer
bac mot nhip cau néi lién doi bo qua khir - hién tai dé nhitng nguoi ciia hom nay
hiéu va tham thia hon vé nhimg diéu ma dong bao minh da ném trai, dé té céo toi
ac cua ké thu da bac hai va day dan toc minh vao mot vién canh khong co tuong
lai, dé chia sé¢ va xoa diu nhitng thuong ton nang né song kho thay bang mat
thuong bai nd khong gian don chi 1a ndi dau thé xac ma con kinh hoang va dai
dang hon hon thé. Nhimg cau chuyén cua ngudi ké chuyén xung toi 2 trong
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer c6 stc hap dan hon nhiing trang (chinh) str bai n6 duoc
ké bang mau, nudc mat va xac thit caa biét bao ngudi va 1am nén pho (di) sur
dic sac trong thé giGi truyén ngan caa ong. Motif va két ciu nay xuat hién phd
bién trong cac truyén: Ban thdo, A4n nho ¢ dau, Hanka, Bai giang, Xom di cu. ..
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Nhuong 161 cho nhan vat khong phai 1a tht phap maéi trong nghé thuat truyén
ké phuong Tay, song I.B. Singer lai hay sir dung thu phap nay, nhét 13 trong
nhitng truyén viét vé ndi dau chién tranh, lam cho tac pham ciia dng mang dam
dau an cua thé loai ty truyén. Ty truyén 1a thé loai thudng duoc sir dung trong
tw su chan thuong, la “thé loai danh cho nhitng giai bay cua ki uc, 1a noi dé con
nguoi it nhat c6 dugc nd luc vuot thoat khoi nhitng dinh hinh dong khung khac
nghiét cua cai chét”, boi: “Ddi véi cac thé loai cua tu truyén, su viét trg thanh
Mot qua trinh gém hai giai doan dién ra song song véi nhau: mot 1a su tu dao
sau nhitng mang ki wrc riéng tu, hai 1 khai thac, kiém nghiém kha ning cta sy
viét vé nhirng ki trc d6. Viéc viét tu truyén ludn budc nha van phai men theo tri
nhé caa ban than, va trong su tudn theo 16i do, nguoi viét thir lra @6 han sau
cua mot ki niém hay su kién nao d6” [24,141].

Hanka 13 truyén ngan xoay quanh tinh hudng ngau nhién, cudc gap g& mot
ngudi ba con xa trén dit nudc Argentina cia nhan vat nha van téi thinh giang tai
mot trudng dai hoc. Ong du dinh s& thuyét giang vé chi nghia than bi trong mdi
quan hé véi Holocaust, mot van dé nhay cam ma mét bo phan nhitng nan nhan
séng s6t mudn quén va tranh né, “khong bao gid nédi vé nhimg gi da xay ra voi
minh. Nhitng ndi dau va mat mat khong hién dién trong cudc sbng méi, nhiing gi
ho di trai qua trong thoi Holocaust bi giir kin hodc bi don nén (giit kin 13 ¢ ¥
thirc; dén nén 1a vo thirc)” [13,156]. Hanka, nan nhan ctia chién tranh, ngudi di
qua Thé Chién thi Hai mang trong minh nhimng diéu chua ké vé quang thoi gian
den toi nhét trong cudc doi minh. C6 13 nhan ching sdng lam day thém nhiing
ghi chép vé bi kich than phan Do Thai, vé t6i 4c ctia Phét xit Pac. Trong cudc
tham sat Holocaust, ngudi bi chét, nguoi bi bién thanh no 1¢, cac thiéu nir bi bat
va bi cudng hiép, sau d6 chung tong ho vao nha chira bét tiép khach. Nhiing
canh tuong chién tranh luén vy am tam tri Hanka, ngdi trudc mat nguoi ké
chuyén, Hanka khong an uéng ma tram tu nhu thé ca suy nghi va than thé co
chim trong nhing héi tuéng. Cudn phim ki (e udn dugc duyét lai, ngudi chét
khong dé co yén, nhitng am thanh cua cudc chién luén vong vé va ban vao 16ng
nguc thuc tai. Hanka tiép tuc dong vai tro ngudi dan duong dwa nguoi ké chuyén
t6i gap mot doi vo chong gia thuc muc so thi nhitng canh doi tan qua nua.

Jechiel va vo bi bién thanh mot thir phé pham, hang ngay ngdi do dan, a & nhiing
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gi nghe thuc kho hiéu. Nhitng con sé trén cdnh tay cua ho ma ngudi ké chuyén
nhan ra d3 vén birc man bi mat vé than phan cua ho, nhitng ti nhan cua trai tap
trung Auschwitz: “Nhimg ngudi d6 dtng bén ngudng cua sy chét, may man
séng s6t” [108,23]. Con s6 xam trén co tay Binele trong Bdi giang, hay chiéc phi
co mang ki hiéu “MARGOLIES’ RESTAURANT — KOSHER, 7 COURSES,
$1.75” trong C6 déc [126,67] khong chi biéu twong cho chién tranh va hay diét
ma con an dy vé than/ danh phan. Nhitng nghién ctru tim 1i cua Alon Gratcha tir
cac nan nhan séng sot sau cudc tham sat da chi ra méi lién hé giita cac con sb va
su “chan thuong tam 1i vé danh phan”. Con sé #ii 1a chimg tich khong thé chdi bo
danh phan tu nhan, n6 déy Jechiel roi vao trang thai “rdi loan stress sang chan
tam 1i”. Nhan vat ludn (bi) thoi thuc thyuc hién hanh trinh tai trai nghiém qua khu
haty diét thong qua con 4c mong, hdi tudng, lo au, hoang hot.

Khéng chi cac nhan vat trong Hanka, ma trong nhiéu truyén ngan khac cua
I.B. Singer, nhan vat 13 nan nhan sdng sot luén chim dém trong hanh trinh tai trai
nghiém, nhu: C6 déc, Quan an tw phuc vu, Bai giang, Ban thao, Do té, Shiddah
va Kuziba, Ngwoi si tinh... Ho, nhitng nan nhan chién tranh, nhiing ngudi “may
man” thoat chét trg vé tir nhitng trai tap trung caa Hilter — dia nguc tran gian, da
va s& mai khong bao gid quén nhimg nam thang tai nhuc. Hoi trc than phan no 18
khong chi 1a trai nghiém ca nhan ma trung phuc trong trai nghiém ca nhan 1a 16p
I6p v6 thic tap thé vé bi kich ciia mot dan toc bi luu day: “Déi khi t6i thdy minh
da trai qua tat ca nhiing thir nay tir Kiép truée”. SO phan ca nhan duoc gan két
trong tan bi kich dau thuong dan toc nhu mot dinh ménh dé nang than phan
nguoi Do Thai ngan doi va mai tré thanh hon da tang tam li: “Mot dan toc bi luu
day sudt hai ngan nam thi viéc gi ma chang kinh qua?” (Xém di cw) [108,213].

Nguoi ké chuyén nha van khéng chi dong vai tro ndi két lich sir, dua dan
nguoi doc dén véi cac ching nhan va ciing 1a nan nhan cua chién tranh huy diét,
ma con 1a noi luu gilt va phd bién/ phat tan nhiing cau chuyén bi thuong chua
dugc ké. Cau chuyén tai trai nghiém cta nhan vt nan nhan trd nén hap dan bai
d6 1a nhitng “chuyén bay gio mai ké” (the untold story). Ki thuat dong ¥ thuc tro
nén pho bién trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer. Ki {rc tia vé bat tan, tran qua con dé
y thirc l4n ludt kho luu triv thong tin thuc tai, nd tao nén mot xung luc hat ving

va loai trir thong tin ra khoi quy dao nhé khién nhéan vat roi vao trang thai mat
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tri. Tuy nhién trang thai mat tri & cic nhan vat nay vo cung dic biét, ho quén
nhitng chuyén xay ra trong ngay hom nay nhu quén sb dién thoai, chia khoa, dia
chi khach san, di tim kinh khi dang deo, nhung khi néi vé “nhirng niim thang
ay” ho co thé say sua ké ca ngay, ca tuan ma khong bo sot chi tiét hay nham 1an.
Nhitng chuyén chua ké 1a mot phan dau don dai dang trong tim can ba me va
Binele (Bai gidng). Ba me gia dau 6m, phong phanh dudi troi tuyét phu dé cho
doi nha van (ngudi ké chuyén) véi mong muén duoc gap va ké cho ong nghe vé
cau chuyén ciia minh cing con gai va biét bao nguoi khac noi mién dat chét
Hitler: “Nhung Hitler da day cho t61 mot bai hoc ma t61 s€ khong bao gid quén
cho t&i khi nham mét xudi tay. Ong nhin ti va thay toi gia nua, dau om, tan tat,
nhung t6i da phai 1am viéc Vit va trong cac trai tap trung cua Hitler. T6i ddo hao
va bdc vac hang hoa ¢ toa xe hira. Con c6 viée gi ma toi chua timg lam? D6 1a
noi ma t6i ¢ mac bénh thap khép. Pén dém chung toi phai ngu trén nhig ngan
véan khong xtmg lam chd nam cho ché, va chung toi bi déi dén ndi...” [107,71].
Chuyén da duoc ké, nhu thé nhimg thang ngay sbng lay it cua ba chi nham muc
dich ké lai dé hau thé biét va nhé |y, ba ra di thanh than sau khi da ké tuong tan
cho nguoi ké chuyén. Do 14 hanh trinh luu truyén ki uc, ghi tac lich sir khong
phai bang nhiing kénh truyén din khoa hoc, chinh tri ma thong qua con dudng
truyén miéng.

L.B. Singer khong tranh né moi van dé thuc té cua doi sdng ma luén nhin
thang vao thuc tai dé thay nhitng bién dong I6n lao trong doi sdng chinh tri, xa
hoi va tam 1i ngudi Do Théi. Bén canh nhitng nhan vat ludn nhé va ké vé qua
khtr ciia minh va ca dan tdc, cac nhan véat tho o véi “cau chuyén cua ngay hom
qua” ciing dugc ong chu y miéu ta. D4i 1ap voi nhiét tim luu truyén ki e cua
ngudi ké chuyén nha vin, nhiig ngudi dan Do Thai phiéu bat kKhip noi trén thé
gidi, nhitng dong bao cua dng bang quan dén vo cam: “Cir nhu 1 ho khong biét
gi vé nhiing van dé song con cua thé gidi hay nhiing van dé da ton tai vinh
hang, cir nhu ho khong bao gio nghe noéi dén sy chét choc, bénh tat, chién
tranh, d6i nghéo, sy phan bdi hoac chi 1a nhitng rac réi nhu tré tau, mat vé hay
cudp giat. Ho dua bon nhitng c6 nang dong danh, khoe nhiing ngén tay mau do
mau. Sang hom d6 sin ga lanh 180 nhung hinh nhu chang c6 ai cam thay diéu

d6. Toi ngac nhién khong biét nhirng ngudi nay lidu co biét 1a da timg co Hitler
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khong? C6 nghe néi dén cai may chém khong? Ho c6 thé biét, nhung ho quan
tam gi khi nguoi khac bi hanh ha?” [107,66]. Sy v6 cam cua con nguoi trudc
bat hanh dong bao, ddng loai khong chi dugc 1i giai nhu san pham cua nén van
minh phuong Tay thoi ki tri, ma n6 con dugc li giai nhu mot ching bénh tam
than c6 nguyén do tir mic cam than phan dé tir d6 trén chay va rii bo moi thir
lién quan hay goi nhic quéa khi: Shiddah va Kuziba, Cé déc, Ké thir, Nguwoi ban
cua Kafka, Chia khoa...

Qua trinh tai trai nghiém dau don nhu mot hinh thic luvu day ban nga
(exiled-self) cua cac nhan vat trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Néu khoi nguyén
cta ¢6 mau luu day mang y nghia luu day cé thé, thi t6i truyén ngin 1.B. Singer
noi riéng va van hoc hién dai néi chung, c6 mau luu day duoc day 1én dinh diém
cua ndi bi phan vé phan nguoi — luu day ban ngd, con nguoi ty tring phat chinh
minh, va cam thay lac 16ng trong mé 16 ban thé. D6 1a qua trinh ban thé ty nhan
chim minh trong viing sdu dau don va thuong t6n, khao khat huy diét va giét
chét ban ngd véi mong mudn tu lam méi ban ngd. Song qua trinh ay ludn bat
thanh d6i voi da sb cac nhan vat cua 1.B. Singer. Ho ty dung 1én mot thi trai tap
trung trong chinh tam tuong, cung vai do 1a sy tdn huong nhitng dau don cua
chan thuong tinh than. Xét vé mat nay, cudc séng duoc dung 1én trong tac pham
cua I.B. Singer 14 cudc séng mang trong né mam mong cua su chét, boi cac nhan
vat ctia 6ng bi vay am bdi phirc cam tu huy nhu mot su biéu hién cua ban nang
chét (Thanatos instict). Piém chung ¢ thé trang cia cac nhan vat dugc I.B.
Singer khac hoa thudng 1a nhitng nguoi yéu dudi, xanh xao, dm yéu, dic biét 1a
nhan vat nam: “Dan 6ng trd nén xanh xao va ém yéu” (Anh ban bo cdnh cimng).
Trong Cé déc, ong viét: “Than hinh t6i nhot nhat, dau tran, du d6i mat dugc bao
vé béi cip kinh nhung anh mit troi van xuyén qua” [126,66]. Trong Anh ban bo
canh cung: “Pan ong trd nén xanh xao ém yéu” va nguoi chong cia Dosha
“théng minh nhung ém dau dai dang” [110,124]. Reb Mordecai Mier, trong Ong
va chdu: “nhé bé, ¢ chom rau nga vang, tran cao, 16ng may ram 1o ra d6i mat
mau vang giéng mat con ga” [113,299]. Rabbi Bainish, trong Niém vui: “Dau
chua & tudi nim muoi nhung rau ciia gido si di bac va lo tho téi mic c6 thé dém
dugc, chuyén sang bac pho nhu ngudi gia. Than hinh cao 16n cii rap xuong”
[111,153]. “T6i”, trong Mt ngay ¢ dao Corney: “d6i mat xanh udt, mi mat do,
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d6i md hép, mot cuc yét hau 16 rd... Miii téi manh va nhet nhat, cai cam nhon, bo
nguc Iép kep” [113,37]. Jacques Kohn, trong Mér nguoi ban cia Kafka: “om yéu
va suy nhwoc... Mic du thé xac ngdy mot khom xuong nhung han van ct wong
budng uon nguc ra trude” [108,3]. Joel Yabloner, trong Hoc gid Cabala cua
East Broadway: “cao, gd‘y com, khudén mat vang bung va nhan nheo, cai dau hoi
nhin béng, mili nhon, md hép, ¢6 nhd ra cai yét hau” [113,130-131]. Liebkind
Bendel, trong Tro dua: “nhd bé, cai dau nho hoi bong, mit dai, mii nhon, cam
hoi dai va nho, chdn tay giong chan tay phu ni#”” [108,160]. Valvild Kava, trong
truyén ngan cung tén: “dang ngudi nhé bé, gay go, mdi cong va ndi ngong”
[119,581]. Zeild, trong Gido hoang Zeidlus, duoc miéu ta: “Tay dng nhan thin
long, & tudi bay muoi, dinh dau hoi nhin, cam thua thét vai soi rau. Khudén mat
dai va citng do, ba, bon giot md hoi roi trén tran, cai mili khoam tro ra ki la
gidng miii ciia ngudi quen deo kinh nhung vira thdo ching ra. Ong c6 mi mét hoi
d6 dang sau doi mat vang buon bd. Tay chdn éng nhé va trang nhu tay chdn phu
niz, du ong khong bao gid di dén 18 rira toi, khong ai biét ong 1a hogn quan hay
ngudi dong tinh” [106,213]. Yoineh Meir, trong 6 té: “nhd, gay go, khudn mit
nhot nhat, chom rau vang lan phan, mii khoam, miéng mom va doi mat vang vot
khiép dam dat qua gan nhau” [107,18]. Herman Gombiner, trong Nguoi viét thu:
om yéu (sick man) [107,240].

Qua cach miéu ta chan dung nhan vat dan 6ng, I.B. Singer nhian manh
nhitng chi tiét vé thé trang yéu dudi. Khong phai ngau nhién trong cach miéu ta
va xay dyng chin dung nhan vat, I.B. Singer tai lap cac chi tiét. Sy lap lai 4y tro
thanh an tuong 4m anh vé con ngudi nho bé va bat lyc. 1.Ch. Biletzky nhan thay,
trong cach miéu ta, I.B. Singer thuong dic biét quan tam t6i nhitng chi tiét rat
nho trong miéu ta ngoai hinh nhan vat: nhiig ngudi gay go (anatomy). Thé
trang nhan vat cho thay sy Kkiét qué sic luc & con ngudi, nhitng ngudi bi thiéu
d6t trong 10 ltra chién tranh va nan diét chang.

Khong phut gidy nao nguodi ngoai ndi dau than phan cua ké bi luu day, bi
truc xuat, bi bung khoi mién dat cia cac bac to phu, va bi ném vao con gio6 bui
loan li cua chién tranh ciing 1a dac diém chung ctia dong van hoc chan thuong.
Luu day trong nhiing sang tac thudc dong van hoc chan thuong 1a leu day kép.

Luu day ban nga khong chi dién ra d6i v4i cac nhan vat ma hoat dong sang tac
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cta nha van ciing 1a mot su tai trai nghiém song song véi thé giéi truyén ke, va
Viét v6i ho nhu mot cach giai toa nhitng dau don don nén trong long. Vin hoc
chan thuong (trauma literature) chu yéu “gdm céc sang tac, ma cac tac gia
nguyén la nan nhan cua toi ac chién tranh, ké Séng sot sau cac su kién khdc liét,
nan nhan may man cta nhiing hiém hoa kinh déng do con ngudi va xa hoi gay
nén. Ho phai hiing chiu nhitng chan thuwong tinh than nang né mot cach phi li, bat
cong. Khi c6 diéu kién cidm but, hay dung hon, khi cac chan thuong tinh than
thiic bach khong thé nao yén, khi khong con phuong cach nao trat bo ganh nang
dau thuong cua ban than, gia dinh, ban httu, ho budc phai muon sang tac van
chuong dé phoi bay nhitng chan thuong tinh than, tu sy vé nhitng su that, mé ta
nhiing bi kich kinh hoang, ma néu khong viét ra thi c¢6 thé khong may ai biét
dén, tham chi con 1a dic toi véi hang trim, ngan ngudi Xau 6, voi tat ca nan hiu
da khuét” [140].

Trong van hoc chan thuong, van hoc Holocaust va hau Holocaust tré thanh
dong van hoc co stc phd bién va tim anh huong 16n d6i véi nhiéu nén vin
chuong trén thé giéi. S6 phan con ngudi va tdi ac cuia phat xit da dwoc phan anh
chan thyc trong sang tac cta cic nha vin mot cach chan thuc nhu ndi 4m anh
khon ngudi Vé nhitng gi con ngudi phai trai qua. Khong ding ¢ do, ngay ca khi
Holocaust dd cham dat thi nhitng du chdn ma né gy cho ra con ngudi, nhiing
nan nhéan (thé hé thr nhat) va nhiing thé hé sau nay (khong phai 13 nan nhan)
nhitng chan thuong tim li, va cac nha van tiép phuc phan anh vé bi kich con
ngudi trong thoi hau Holocaust. Holocaust dd vuot qua tinh don nhat, ca thé va
thoi su ciia hinh anh trong sang tac vin hoc dé tro thanh cé mdu Holocaust. Boi
Holocaust 13 mot ¢6 mau nén né c¢6 tinh ki @e va tinh di truyén cho nhiing thé hé
khong truc tiép 13 nan nhan cia Holocaust nhung lai mang nhiing chan thuong
tam 1i Holocaust tir thé hé cha 6ng. Trong Writing and Rewriting the Holocaust:
Narrative and the Consequences of Interpretation (Viét va viét lai vé Holocaust:
truyén ké va hé qua cua sw dién gidi), James E. Young cho riang “Holocaust tr¢
thanh mét ¢6 mau” (Holocaust become an archetype): “du ban than Holocaust
khéng tré thanh c6 mau caa nhitng tham hoa khac cho dén khi né duogc st dung
sau d6 dé hinh dung vé cac tham hoa, thi nhitng bo phan cia no trude dy da tro
thanh c¢6 mau d6i v4i nhitng bo phan xay ra sau nay. Nhu vdy, Holocaust c6 thé
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duoc xem 1a da trd thanh “cd mau tu than™” [131,100]. Coi Holocaust 1a mot ¢b
mau khong chi c6 ¥ nghia trong viéc li gidi nhitng truong hop khong phai 1a nan
nhan (nonvictim) ciing c6 kha ning mang chan thuong Holocaust ma con 1a co
s& dé bac bo nhimng y kién cho rang ngudi Do Thai di cuong diéu hoa/ thdi
phong ndi dau huy diét caa dan toc, “khong danh ma dau”. Holocaust tré thanh
c6 mau ty than khong chi bai i do ma J.E. Young dua ra trén co so tdm 1i hoc,
ma con béi hai 1i do sau: Tha nhét, xét tir goc do sinh 1i hoc than kinh, cac nha
nghién ctru da nhan thiy “khong nhiing ki (rc da bi thay ddi, ma ndo bd bi chan
thuong ciing bi thay d6i vé ciu trac, tham chi ¢ kha nang ma hoa chan thuong
vao AND cua chua thé dé di truyén cho thé hé sau” [24,133]. Thir hai, “thé gigi
van hoc tu than” ctia dong van hoc Holocaust va hau Holocaust rat phong phu,
duoc ciu thanh tir nhiéu tac pham van hoc cua cic nha van trén thé gidi, nhu:
Saul Bellow v&i Henderson, éng hodng mua, Lois Lowry véi Pém sao,
Bernhard Schlink véi Nguwoi doc, Markus Zusak vai Keé trom sach, Kertész Imre
véi Kinh cdu cho dira tré khéng ra doi, John Boyne véi Chii bé mang pijama
soc, Eric — Emmanuel Schmitt vai Con cua Noé. ..

Xoay quanh tham sat 10 thiéu Holocaust, thé gigi nhan vat trong truyén
ngin I.B. Singer duoc chia thanh hai tuyén: dai bo phan pha nhan nhitng cam
xtc vé Holocaust, “muén rii bé qua khir hai hing, ¢6 thé khong moi ma dén”, va
mot bo phan Iudn séng Vvoi qua khur thuong ton nhu mot nhu cau “tai trai
nghiém”. Hai cach trng xu, hai trang thai cam xic nay dugc Alon Gratch dinh
danh 13 “kiéu phan tng ludng phan”: “Kiéu hai mit ndy, mot ding thi nhan
nhan hién dién ngoai y muén, mot dang thi ¢ gang tach ra, md ra mot canh
ctra s6 dé nhitng nan nhan sdng sot c6 thé ty minh nhin qua d6 thay phan Ién
nhiing di ching tam 1i vé Holocaust va, vo hinh trung, lai la canh cua sb cho tat
ca nguoi Israel trong nhiing thap ki dau cua nha nude Do Thai” [13,152]. Qua
khir 1a mot phan khong thé thiéu trong “gia tai mat mat” cua cac nhan vat trong
sang tac cua ong. Diéu nay din dén hé luy tat yéu: ho “da tao ra mot trai tap
trung bén trong chinh minh, bao boc chinh ho bang nhiing btrc tudng ngan chan
moi su tiép xtc han gan cua nhitng nguoi khac” [13,157]. Con nguoi thoi hau
chién lai roi vao bi kich ¢6 don, lac 1dng. Nhiing bi kich ndi tiép bi kich da
phoi bay than phan ngudi Do Thai khong chi duong khi chién loan ma ngay ca
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thoi binh tao nén bau khong khi lanh gia bua vdy cudc song, dong bing moi
mdi quan hé.

Tém lai, nhan vat trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer bi luu day bat tan & nhiing
dang thic khac nhau nhu luu day ngon ngir, luu day tha nhan, hay Ivu day ban
nga... nhung van khong nguoi hi vong dugc ciru rdi va phuc sinh, duoc mong
wdc trg vé coi ngudn, tré vé véi Jerusalem thug xua. Niém tin thién khai da lam
nén suc song bat diét cua dan toc Do Thai. Luu day vua 1a hinh phat vira 1a su
kiém tim thién khai tir Thién Chta, luwu day la dé tré vé. Trong tiéng Hebrew,
“tir exile (luu day) 1a 3 (galut), danh tir nay c6 ngudn goc tir dong tir m9ia
(galah), nghia l1a “wander” (di lang thang) hay “go into exile” (di day). N6 ciing
c6 nghia la “discover” (kham pha ra, tim ra, boc 19 ra) hay “reveal” (kham pha,
tiét 19, boc 10) co quan hé gan giii v6i danh tir ¥93 (gilui), nghia 1a “thién khai”,
nhu trong s»»w 23 (gilui Shekhinah) c6 nghia “Divine Revelation” (Thién khai
thiéng liéng) hay ‘“Revelation of the Shekhinah” (Thién khai cua Shekhinah)”
[90,113]. Chua da thién khai cho Abram va Moshe dua dan minh thoat khoi
bong dém Ai Cap dé téi mién dat hira, va cling tir d6 dan toc nay lang thang
mudn doi dé kiém tim mién dat Canaan trong sy ngong doi thién khai tir Thién
Chua ciia minh. Thién khai tir Chua khong duge phat biéu tryuc tiép va rong rai
Vi tat ca moi ngudi ma thuong duoc trao cho cac vi ngon st, nguoi dai dién dé
no6i voi tat ca moi ngudi vé diéu Chiia mudn noi va nhimg diéu nay thuong xuat
hién dudi dang cac dau hiéu. Khong chi vdi Do Thai gido ma véi tat cac moi ton
gido, 10i cua dang ti cao nhu Pang Kitd, Ptc Allah, Buc Phat... ludn duoc hién
linh qua 151 cia cac prophet, thuong dugc dich 1 ngén sit, nha tién tri, thay tw
té, sit gid... — nhimg nguoi dam nhiém vai tro st gia két ndi thé gisi cua nhiing
ngudi pham tran véi cdi thiéng huyén bi. Tin vao nhitng 16i/ dau hiéu mo ho lai
cang chiing t6 duc tin cia cac nhan vat trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer: Gimpel
thang ngoc, Nguweoi hanh khat da néi nhw thé, Niem vui, Cé déc,... Gimpel ca doi
bi lra ddi, bi dem ra 1am trd dua va bién thanh thiang ngdc, nhung nhan vat ludn
tin vao 101 cia Chua trong Kinh Thanh: “P6i vai tu Chia, va ganh nang nay
cling tir Chua”. Triét i ngd nghé caa mot thang ngdc thuc su chi 1a vo boc cua
duc tin va triét 1i thong tué. Trong tiéng Hebrew, nguoi ta dung tir Nabi (ké duoc

Chua goi) dé chi cac vi ngon st - “ngudi dem 10i cua Chiia dén cho ké khac”.
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Ngon st dem theo cac sur diép tir Thién Chuia trong cac trwong hop loan bdo on
cteu dp nhu trong Ngwoi hanh khat dd néi nhw thé, Sirc manh hoic dé nhdc nhé
ddn tuén giiw giao wéc nhu trong Gimpel thang ngac, Niém vui, Sw diét vong cua
Kreshev, Mau, Nguwoi dan ong tro vé, Phan do Israel, Vwong mién mudng thu,
Ké bdng bo,... Moshe trong Ngueoi hanh khat da néi nhie thé hién 1én trong déng
hinh ctia ¢6 mdu ngén sir, ngudi Mot myc tin theo 16i cia mot ngudi hanh khat
n6i véi 6ng ta rang ¢ Yanov dang can mot ngudi cao ong khoi va 6ng di 1én
duong téi Yanov chi tir mot dau hiéu mo hd. Nguoi ta hoi ai néi voi ong nhur
vay, vi sao ngudi d6 lai néi thé,... thi Moshe trudc sau van chi néi “The Beggar
Said So” (Nguoi hanh khat da noi nhu thé). Nhan vat Moshe trong truyén mang
bong dang ctia 6 mdu Moshe, mot trong nhirmg ngon st duoc ghi trong Kinh
Thanh, nguoi nhan thién khai tr Chaa dwa nguoi Do Thai thoat khoi Ai Cap,
vuot Bién Do dé tgi mién dat hira Canaan. Tén tac pham Ngwoi hanh khdt da néi
nhur thé goi nhic chiing ta t6i tiéu thuyét cua F. Nietzsche viét vé mot nha tién tri
ngudi Ta Bu ¢6 tén Zarathustra da néi nhuw thé. Ngon st, nha tién tri, st gia 1a
nhitng ngudi ndi/ truyén dat va dién giai/ [dich] 10i cia Chta, Allah, Phat trong
su mo hd cua ddu hiéu. Chang han, 16i mé dau cua tat ca nhimg kinh dién Phat
gido thuong 1a evam me sutam (t6i da nghe (dac Thé Ton) thuyét nhw thé)
[23,14]; hay trong Kinh Thanh, thuong bit dau bang Pikc gié-hé-va phdn ring,
Dirc Chita troi phdn rang... Moshe nhan on loan bao tir nguoi hanh khat,
nhung moi nguoi ¢ thi trin Yanov khong biét nguoi hanh khét ay 1a ai va da noi
v6i Moshe nhiing gi, ho chi nhan duoc cau tra loi duy nhat tir Moshe 13: “Ngwoi
hanh khét dé néi nhw thé”.

“T6i mudn tro thanh thg cao dng khoi”, nguoi mai dén noi.

“Thé tai sa0 mot nguoi Do Thai lai mubn tro thanh mot ngudi cao éng khoi?”

“Toi phuc vu trong quan doi da hai muoi lam nam. To6i c6 nhiing gidy to
lam viéc.”

“Thi tran d3 c6 tho cao 6ng khoi r61.”

“Nhung ngudi hanh khat d noi 1a & day chua c6,” nguoi méi dén khang dinh.

“Nguoi hanh khat nao?”

“Tai sao ngudi d6 lai bao éng dén thi tran caa chung t6i” [115,134].

Khong tin va khong hiéu nhitng loi Moshe néi, dan chung & thi tran giéu
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cot Moshe va coi ong 1a ké ngéc. C6 ké noi “Chi nghi linh tinh, sao lai ¢ thé tin
mot ngudi lang thang nghéo kho nhu thé!”, ngudi lai noéi “Co thé ngudi hanh
khat 1a ngon su Elijah cai trang” [115,135] bang giong mia mai. Tat ca nhiing
diéu 4y khong lam dao dong hay khién Moshe hoai nghi 101 ctia ngudi hanh khat
d3 néi: “Ngudi hanh khat di noi nhu thé, va toi tin 6ng dy” [115,136]. Moshe tro
thanh ngon st t6i thi tran Yanov véi st ménh mang theo 1oi tién tri tir Chua cau
dd dan ching Yanov tranh duoc hoa hoan. Trong gidc mo, Moshe di nhan duoc
l5i loan bao tir Chua, ong t6i giao dudng va nha té ban thay lta dang boc chay
nhu nhimg gi 6ng thay trong chiém bao. Sau chuyén nay, nguoi dan Yanov da
tin 161 Moshe nodi va ho cang tin 6ng hon khi thoi gian sau, Moshe da gap lai
ngudi hanh khat da néi véi ong dao trude, tuy nhién ngudi hanh khat 4y khong
nh¢ diéu gi ca.

Néu trong Kinh Thanh, cac bac ngdn sit nhan thién khai tir Thién Chaa, duoc
Thién Chua giup do ra dau vé su hién hitu cua Nguoi, thi dén cac nha van, cd mau
ngdn st da dugc bién d6i phan nao. Ho khong con stc manh, khong con sy tro
gitip tir Chua dé thuyét phuc dan chung, va ho hién ra trong b dang cua nhiing
nguoi ki di, dang thuong nhu 6ng gia ty nhan minh la vua cua Jerusalem trong
Nha gia kim cua Paulo Coelho, cu gia c6 d6i canh khong 16 trong truyén cung tén
cua Gabrien Garcia Marquez,... Dau vay, ho van ludn tin tudng tuyét déi vao
nhiing diéu di duoc tién tri, dé lang thang mudn noi loan béo tin ming, tin ciu do
va truyén loi cua Chua.

Nhan vat trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer bi ddy vao hanh trinh luu day khong
16i thoat nhung ngon ltra hi vong ¢ ho khong khi nao vut tat, ngon lia ay am i
chay qua biét bao thé hé Do Thai véi niém tin (mong manh) duoc ctu réi. Ngudi
dan ong “di qua” chién tranh mang theo ca mot gia tai mat mat trong C6 dgc viét
nhiing 14 thu di nhung chua mot lan dugce hoi am. Ld thur 14 biéu twong goi nhd
t6i chiéc 1 Oliver con chim cAu ngdm miéng dem vé sau nan Pai hong thuy dé
bao cho Noah biét nudc di rit ciing c6 nghia 1a mang fin ciru thé. Nhung su chd
doi cuia nhan vat that vo vong. La thu tir dau? Do ai viét? Khong ai htra gui 14
thu cho anh vi sao anh ctt doi? Phai ching 1a cho doi su ctru thé tir Chua? (1) Ld
thw, chia khéa, visa déu mang nghia tuong trung cho muc dich kiém tim, 1a

phuong tién mo ra canh ctra thién duong. Song d6i khi, ho lai ¢ trong tinh thé
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ddanh mat chia khéa cho chinh ngdi nha ciia minh. D6 cling 1 an du dé ndi toi
con ngudi lac 18i trén ngudng cira bude vao thién duong. Motif chuyén di bi nhé
(missed journey) trong Bai gidng, Mét dém & Brazil, That lac, Chiéc va li,
Chuyén bus,... nhu mdt dau hiéu cho thiy nhitng dut gdy cta hanh trinh chay
trén bat thanh va cudc luu day van tiép dién - luu day bat tan, tir nhitng ngudi Do
Thai Babylon ganh chiu, chua biét khi nao hinh phat nay chdm dat, khi nao ho
moi duge “xa to1”/ “rira to1” b.'?mg phép ban on tir Thién Chua, boi vay, ho van
“dang chd doi Godot” (Samuel Beckett). Thién khai tuong chung 1a nhimg diéu
huyén bi, mo ho, thiéu cin ct... nhung ciing chinh niém tin thién khai da l1am
nén stc sdng truong ton caa dan toc duoc Chua lua chon.

Tiéu két chwong 4

C6 miu luu day trong truyén ngan L.B. Singer nhu d3 cham téi “mién sau
tham” cta tam thirc Do Théi, goi nhac ndi dau dan toc khon ngudi. Tir ban an
thud loai nguoi dung thap Babel ki€u ngao, ngdn nglr luvu day da tré thanh an
chung than véi ca loai nguoi, dac biét 1a dan toc Do Thai. Ngon ngir khong chi
12 nguyén nhan day con ngudi vao su cd don, xa cach ma con 1a rao can chia rg
va cu tuyét udc vong cd két dan toc. Co don 1a hau qua cua hinh phat luu day.
Nhiing nhan vat Do Thai hién 1én trong béng hinh c¢6 mau ké bén 1& xa la véi
chung quanh, va duoc khic hoa trong c6 mau “ké duogc lya chon” nhu mot cach
biéu dat khac vé mac cam cia nhom thiéu sb. Co thé coi mdi truyén ngan cua
6ng mang “cau chuyén vé mot qudc gia dém dém thi tham trong tiéng dat vé
chinh ban than minh” [13,78]. B6 1a cudc duyét lai thudc phim qua khir tham
khdc ma dan tdc ong da trai qua dé khic hoa chan that hon vé bong ma chién
tranh va nhiing du chan cua cudc dai tham sat ma con nguoi dang gong minh
chiu dung. S6 phan Do Thai 1 cau chuyén khong c6 hoi két, hién tai dugc soi
chiéu va goi nhac qua kha. Mot dan toc manh mé dang 1én tir déng d6 nat
hoang tan cua qua khtr hity diét, song ndi kinh hoang va dau dén thi khong khi
nao ngl quén trong 1ong mdi ngudi. N&i dau dan toc, toi ac ké thu,... tat ca
hién trén trang van cia I.B. Singer ¢6 sit¢ manh hon nhiing trang str. Tiéng noi
dau tranh cho cudc séng hién tai ciia ngudi Do Thai tré nén khan thiét trong boi
canh méi, thoi ki hau phat xit. Cung véi d6, can tinh van hoa dugc dat ra nhu

mot van dé séng con ddi voi dan toc li tan nhu 13 dan toc Do Thai.
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KET LUAN

I.B. Singer viét trong ndi hoai vong cua tdm thic dan toc va kho vin hoa
dan gian truyén théng Do Théi, cai ngudn vo tan, bé phong cho tai ning cua ong
thuc su cat tiéng va khang dinh vi tri trén van dan thé giéi. Chuyén vé cudc séng
hién dai dugc phdi thai trong hinh miu ¢ xua, tir ndi dung dén hinh thirc nghé
thuat. .. tit ca déu dugc 1am méi mot cach co y thuc hoac vo thure trong qua trinh
lao dong nghé thuat ctia nha van. Nghién ctu ¢6 mau trong truyén ngan |.B.
Singer 1a con duong dan vao thé giéi nghé thuat ctia 6ng mot cach cé chiéu sau,
khong chi dung ¢ 16p mat caa hién thoi véi nhitng cai dang dién ra, ma con dan
ngudi doc di toi noi sdu tham cta coi nguon qua khtr trong sy dan két, hoa
quyén, goi nhac téi vo van c¢d mau dé thay dugce dong chay bat tan cua tién trinh
van hoc nhan loai.

1. C6 miu me trong truyén ngan L.B. Singer mang tinh ludng dién gin Véi
nhitng dic tinh tich cuc va tiéu cuc cua dat me. Nhiing mit tich cuc nhu su sinh
san, che chg, cuu mang, nudi dudng gan lién voi ¥ nghia cua cd6 mau me hién.
Tréai lai, cai chét, sy thu han, dd ki, huy diét lam nén y nghia cua cd mau me
khung khiép. C6 mau me hién trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer truéc hét gan voi
hinh twong ngudi phu nir voi nhitng pham chat cao dep, mang tinh tich cyc nhu
su yéu thuong, che chd, cuu mang,... nhimg ngudi vo thim ling hi sinh, nhing
ngudi Me yéu thuong con vo bo. Tat ca hién 1én véi day du “thién tinh nit” rang
ngoi nhu tinh yéu thuong va dtc hi sinh vo bo, long bao dung va do lugong... Do
d6, nhan vat cia I.B. Singer thudng tim vé vi me nhu tim vé chén binh yén sau
nhitng thang ngay thiang tram giong bdo, im vé v&i me dé duoc ché che, dé
dugc dong vién an i va ciu rdi tim hon dang quay cudng trong doi sdng van
minh va hanh trinh lac 16i. C6 mau me con hién 1én day du trong hinh thai twong
phan véi v nghia tiéu cuc, d6 1a nhitng ngudi phu nit ddm ding, cam do, nhiing
pht thity ¢6 chtrc ning mé hoic cac nhan vt sa lay trong cudc phiéu luu 1am lac
va duc vong cudng phong, nhitng ngudi gieo ric toi 16i cho cudc song... Nhin
chung, c6 mau me khing khiép ludn két ndi voi sac manh hay diét, cai chét, va
nhitng diém gé. Mang nhitng ¥ nghia cua “me”, ¢6 mau me trong truyén ngan
I.B. Singer c6 tinh ludng dién dugc két ndi véi nhitng pham tru twong ¢ng: su

séng va huy diét, thién va ac, luu lac va trd V&, thién duong va dia nguc... Co6 mau
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me cua |.B. Singer gan vai y niém cdi ngudn, me 13 noi mdi ngudi ra di va trd Ve,
d3 cho thay tinh chit nude ddi trong tu twéng cta nhan vat d6i véi coi ngudn: coi
ngudn Vira yén binh, che chd vira hay diét, rudng bo. D6 1a su ty nhan thic mot
cach cay dang vé coi ngudn cua dan toc Do Théi, mot dan toc vira thiét tha gan két
Vi €oi ngudn, mong udc Kiém tim va trd vé coi ngudn nhung ddng thoi ciing kinh
hai va hoang loan chay tron mong thoat khoi cai chét va sy hiy diét.

2. Hanh trinh 12 tiéng goi ¢y mé ddm véi con nguoi, boi nd théa man khao
khat tim hiéu va chinh phuc nhiing bi an caa cudc song. Mdi truyén ngan cua
|.B. Singer 1a nhirng cudc 1én dudng bat tan cia nhan vat. D6 1a hanh trinh kiém
tim thién dwong cudc song, thién dwong tinh di va thanh dwong ban thé. Kiém
tim mién dat hira 13 hanh trinh tiép ndi tir mach nguén xa xwa cua dan toc Do
Thai chua bao gio ngu yén trong tam tri cac nhan vat cua [.B. Singer. Khao khat
kiém tim mién d4t hanh phuc, cic nhan vat ludn ludn trong tim thé “trén dudng”
dé tim kiém mot thién duong & moi noi trén thé gi6i, nhu: Anh, Phap, Mi, Nga,
Tay Ban Nha, Cu Ba... Trong d6, phan Ién nhimg hanh trinh cta nhan vat
huéng vé thién dudong nuéc Mi. Hanh trinh cia cac nhan vat luén goi nhic vé
hanh trinh cua ca dan toc Do Thai, mot su tiép ndi tir t6 tién ho véi thé hé chau
con ngay nay. Thong qua tinh yéu, cac nhan vat cua 1.B. Singer thuc hién hanh
trinh kiém tim hanh phiic. Tinh yéu tré thanh an du cta thién duong cudc sdng.
Piéu nay ching t6 su thay doi trong nhan thirc cta cic nhan vat, thién duong
khong phai 1a mot thé gisi hiru hinh ma 1a mot trang thai hanh phic ma con
ngudi co6 dugc. Véi tinh yéu dam mé va 1am 18i, cac nhan vat cua |.B. Singer
hoic tim thay hanh phiic vién mén trong su hai hoa véi dao dirc t6n gido, hoic sa
vao nhimg cam dd cua tiéng goi ban ning than xac dan dén vi pham cam ki va
chiu su tring phat tir Chta. Hanh trinh kiém tim tinh yéu cua nhimg nhan vat
dong tinh duoc I.B. Singer li giai dudi quan diém ton gido dé thy ludng tinh 14
cO MAu ton tai tir thud hong hoang va la ban chat caa thé gidi nay. Hanh trinh
Kiém tim tinh yéu & ¢6 mau ludng tinh khong chi 14 hanh trinh vi pham cam ki,
ma [.B. Singer con nhén ra y nghia tich cuc cua n6 — hanh trinh dugc tré thanh
chinh minh. Sy kiém tim thién dudng réo riét & cac nhan vat khong dem lai két
qua nhu mong doi, tit ca hudng vao trong tdm tudng, nghe tiéng noéi cua ban

than va huéng téi mot thién duong ton tai bén trong mdi nguoi, noi thanh duong
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ban thé ngu tri. Thanh dwong ban thé 1a dich dén va 1a phan thuong cua nhitng
nhan vat trong hanh trinh kiém nghiém duc tin, nhan vat hoai nghi va dao
dong durc tin di sa vao vong tay quy dir va tu minh danh mat thién dudng va
truot dai Xuéng dia nguc téi taim, bat hanh, c¢6 doc. Tur day, nhirng nhan vat
|.B. Singer bing ngo va quay vé véi duc tin noi Chaa, cau mong su phuc sinh
tam hon thong qua “sy phat” nhu thu thach kiém nghiém dvec tin cua ho truéc
khi duoc tré vé. Nhitng hanh trinh dang huéng dua nhan vat téi cudc séng
binh yén, hanh phuc trong sy hda quyén va théng nhat tuyét dbi véi dac tin
Do Thai. Song, da phan hanh trinh cta cic nhan vat déu hudng theo tiéng goi
cam dd ciia ma quy véi nhitng hinh anh mang tinh biéu tuong dé noi téi tiéng
n6i ban ning bén trong 1an at y thirc va diy con ngudi vao toi 16i.

Mbi hanh trinh c6 tinh chat khac nhau song déu quy tu & nhiing diém
chung: xuat phat (ra di) va dich dén (tré vé). D6 khong chi 1a hanh trinh di
chuyén khong gian kiém tim thién duong cudc séng, ma con 13 hanh trinh tim vé
coi ngudn van hoa dan toc nhu mot cach dé khoi 1én va gin giir ban sic vin hoa
cua mdt dan tdc luu vong, va l1a hanh trinh ciia con ngudi tim kiém chinh minh.
Vé6i ¢6 mau hanh trinh, I.B. Singer thuong xay dyng cét truyén gan véi nhiing
cudc hanh trinh, nhitng chuyén phiéu luu va thé nghiém caa nhan vat. Co6 mau
cot truyén chu ki gop phan 1am nén moé hinh truyén ké huyén thoai trong séng tac
cua ong. Tinh chét huyén thoai duoc thé hién qua hanh trinh nhan véat cua 1.B.
Singer luon dau dau, tran tré va 1én duong kiém tim 10i giai dap cho moi thic
mac vé cudc doi dé huéng ti uéc vong doi thay thé gidi chix khong phai 1a hanh
trinh dé doi thay dia vi ciia ban than nhan vat giéng moé hinh truyén ké Lo Lem
vén rat tiéu biéu cho kiéu cét truyén phuong Tay.

3. Dan toc Do Thai mang mac cam than phan vé mot dan toc bi dudi khoi dat
thanh, bi li tan khap noi trén trai dat va noi ngén ngit luu day. Cau chuyén luu vong
maéi trd thanh ndi khac khoai véi mdi ngudi Do Théi béi cho tdi ngay nay, ho van
tan mat khap noi. Truyén ngan 1.B. Singer cham t6i trai tim nguoi Do Théi boi 6ng
da thay ho cét 1én tiéng ndi vé khat vong hoa hop, thdng nhat, khat vong tro vé
nguon coi. Bac tranh cudc sdng cia cac nhan vat nhin tir ¢ mMau luu day 13 cudc
song trong tinh ¢o 1ap, ran nit cac moéi quan hé, nhan vat bi bua vy trong mudn
tring co don, xa la. Sy xa cach trudc hét khoi nguon tir bi kich khong ciing chung
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tiéng noi, ngdn ngit tré thanh rao can day con nguoi vé hai thé gii hoan toan xa la
va khong thé cam théng, thau hiéu truéc ndi dau cua nhau, mac dau ca hai déu
mang trong minh nhing thuong ton can khoa lap. Giira mién dat xa la, nhan vat cua
I.B. Singer hién 1én trong sy lac 16ng, c6 doc va tré thanh “ké xa la gitra mién dat
la”, nhu hinh phat Iuvu day tha nhan. Ho hién Ién trong than phan cta ké lac loai, bi
day ra bén 1& doi song. DAu ¢ gang hoa nhap va ty 1dm moi, nhung cac nhan vat
cua [.B. Singer duong nhu cang ¢6 doc hon trong than phan lai chang.

Qua thai do ung xi&r hoa dong, truyén ngan 1.B. Singer thé hién sy trin tro
trudc van d& phai nhat ban sic va nguy co bi dong héa cua cong ddng ngudi Do
Thai. Tuy nhién, lya chon gii tron ban sic nhom thiéu s lai ¢6 nguy co day cac
nhan vét vao tinh trang bi ¢6 1ap. Khong chi séng trong ndi c6 don ca thé, co don
lac 18ng véi tha nhan, ndi cd don dugc déy t6i dinh diém trong hanh trinh ty Iuu day
boi nhitng hdi tc khung khiép va thuong ton cia qué kht, ndi c6 don ban thé mang
chan thuong tinh than kho chita linh day cac nhan vat vao chiing tim than phan liét
va gitta v van dién ngdn bénh tat cuon chay. Nb&i dau huy diét boi chién tranh va
nan diét chung luon tré bénh va nhoi dau trong tdm tudng cac nhan vat ngay ca khi
cudc song da “binh yén” trd lai, am anh vé than phan day nhan vat caa 1.B. Singer
vao tinh trang tAm than phan liét nhu mot phan Gng ty vé, mudn quén di than phan
nd 1¢ cua nhitng nguoi thoat khoi cac trai tap trung caa Hitler. Mot thai do trai
nguoc Voi nhimg ngudi luén nhé, luoén ké, ludn khac ghi ki tc hiy diét 1a mot bo
phan nhiing ngudi Do Thai x6a sach hoan toan dau vét qua khir kinh hoang khoi tu
tuong, tim cach chdi bo qua khu ciing 1a mot cach tu vé tam 1i dbi véi cac nhan vat
14 nan nhan chién tranh trong truyén caa 1.B. Singer.

Ngay ca khi bi luu day, nhan vat caa I1.B. Singer van khong mat niém tin
vao ngay mai, vao su cau rdi va phuc sinh. P6 ciing 1a nguon séng lang tham va
bén bi chay trong dong mau Do Thai duoc luu truyén tir thé hé nay qua thé hé
khac, tir khi t6 tién ho Iuu day & Babylon cho dén nay, dan toc niy van khong
mat di niém tin “thién khai”. Boi vay, luu day vira 1 hinh phat vira 1a sy kiém
tim d4u chi tir Thién Chua dé tré vé va phuc sinh. C6 mau luu day trong truyén
ngan 1.B. Singer goi nhac nhiéu c6 mau lién quan nhu: ¢6 mau dia nguc (hién
hinh qua khéng gian cac trai tap trung va cudc séng co doc, lac 1ng noi xu
ngudi), co mau ké bén 18, c6 mau motif hién sinh, co mau cét truyén luu day —
tré vé, hinh phat — phuc sinh...
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4. Ba ¢6 mau (Me, Hanh trinh, Luu day), trong truyén ngan 1.B. Singer
mang nhitng chiéu kich ¥ nghia riéng nhung giao hoa trong mién dich, ¥ niém
Xuyén sudt toan bd su nghiép sang tac 1.B. Singer nhu Chaa — Satan, dia hguc —
thién dang, thién — ac, cai chét — phuc sinh, luu day — tré vé, duc tin — sy phan
boi,... di tai tao nhitng 6 mau nguyén thay mot cach tai tinh dé khéo 1éo khoi
1én bao 16p tram tich vin héa bang dic trung “ki wc” ctia cd6 miu. Tuy nhién,
thanh cong va dong gbp cua truyén ngén 1.B. Singer 1a ¢ hé thong ¢ mau phai
sinh — nét doc dao riéng biét va tai nang nghé thuat caa 1.B. Singer. Nhu vay, cac
nha vin cung hudéng dén vo thuc tap thé, cung tua vao “cay doi” Do Thai dé
ké,... nhung & mdi nha van, sy biéu dat va dién dich c6 mau (siéu lién ki hiéu)
van mang hoi thd va dau 4n sang tao ddm nét.

Ba c6 mau Me, Hanh trinh, Luu day trong truyén ngan LB. Singer hudng
t6i dién ngén vé thién dwong bi danh mdt. Néu cac nha vian hién dai chu nghia cd
gang di tim “thoi gian dd mat” hoac tuyét vong, thi dién ngdn trong truyén ngan
|.B. Singer lai mang ¢am dau an caa cam quan hau hién dai — dién ngoén cia tro
choi sap xép lai nhitng manh v thién duong mang tinh kha thé. Qua d6, 1.B.
Singer néi riéng va cac nha van hau hién dai ndi chung da dé xuat giai phap vé
cai nhin khong tuyét vong.

Hé théng ¢6 mau phai sinh 1a ngudn coi cia Sy sang tad cd MAu trong
truyén ngan 1.B. Singer. Mat khac, n6 tac dong toi thé loai truyén ngan va tao
nén cac bién thé thé loai truyén ngén I.B. Singer. Co ba dang truyén ngin cia
I.B. Singer (truyén ngan-phong vdn, truyén ngan-du ngén, truyén ngan-triét 1),
trong d6 hai bién thé sau 1a két qua cua su tai/sang tao c6 mau.

5. Két qua nghién cttu cua luan an 1a nhitng kham pha ban dau cia hanh
trinh tham hiém cac via ting co6 mau trong truyén ngan I.B. Singer. Chiing t6i hi
vong c6 thé mé rong pham vi nghién ciru sang ca tiéu thuyét, truyén thiéu nhi, va
tu truyén cua 1.B. Singer dé di dén phéac thao toan dién vé bac tranh ¢6 mau
trong van xudi cua ong. Khong nhiing thé, c6 mau trong truyén ngan cua |.B.
Singer c6 thé duoc tién hanh nghién ciu theo hudng so sanh voi ¢6 mau trong
sang tac cua cac nha van Do Thai c6 moi quan hé dong dai va lich dai. Du dinh

nay s€ dugc danh cho mdt tuong lai khong xa.
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Baskevis Nam xuéit ban: 1964

§i&% Nha xuét ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux
% S truyén: 16

S trang: 287

1. Taibele va con quy Cua cé — Taibele and Her Demon
2. Khong 16 va Ti hon — Big and Little

3. Mdu — Blood

4. Co doc — Alone

5. Esther Kreindel thi hai — Esther Kreindel the Second
6. Jachid va Jechidah — Jachid and Jechidah

7. Phia dwoi con dao — Under the Knife

8. Mua chay — The Fast

9. Con quy cudi ciing — The Last Demon

10. Yentl nam sinh truong dong — Yentl the Yeshiva Boy
11. Ba cdu chuyén - Three Tales

12. Gido hoang Zeidlus — Zeidlus the Pope

13. Mot dam cuoi o Brownsville — A Wedding in Brownsville
14. Khéng biét tin ai — | Place My Reliance on No Man
15. Cunegunde — Cunegunde

16. Thit sdu ngdan ngui — Short Friday



I1. The Seance

ISAAC
BASHEVIS
SINGER

Nim xuét ban: 1968
Nha xuit ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux

1 /1e Seance I

S6 trang: 276

. Goi hon — The Séance

. D6 té — The Slaughterer

. Vong hén nguoi choi dan vi cam — The Dead Fidler
. Bai giang — The Lecture

. Cockadoodledoo — Cockadoodledoo

. Ké dao van — The Plagiarist

. Zeitl va Ricel — Zeitl and Rickel

. Kho bau — The Warehouse

. Henne Liza — Henne Fire

10. Getzel do khi — Getzel the Monkey

11. Yanda — Yanda

12. Cdy kim — The Needle

13. Hai thi thé nhday miia — Two Corpses Go Dancing
14. Con vet — The Parrot

15. Cdy tram — The Brooch

16. Nguoi viét thu — The Letter Writter
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S6 trang: 311

And Otll]ﬁvr Stories
ISAAC BASHEVIS
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1. Nguoi ban cua Kafka — A Friend of Kafka
2. Nhirng vi khach trong mot déem dong — Guests on a Winter Night
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5. Nhaizng chuyén sau bép o — Stories fom Behind the Stove
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1. Hanka — Hanka

2. Tinh gia — Old Love
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4. Ngwoi si tinh — The Admirer
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17. Moishele — Moishele

18. Ba lan gap gé — Three Encounters

19. Cuéc phiéu lvu — The Adventure

20. Pam mé — Passions



V. Old Love

r Tk

Nam xuat ban: 1979

Nha xuét ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux
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. Mgt dém o Brazil — One Night in Brazil

. Yochana va Ahmelke — Yochna and Shmelke

. Hai — Two

. Hanh trinh tam linh — The Spychic Journey

. Elka va Mier — Elka and Mier

. Bira tiec o Miami va mot cugce li hon — A Party in Miami and One Disvorce
. Nguc cho Satan — A Cage for Satan

. Anh ban bo cdnh cirng — Brother Beetle

. Cdu bé biét s thdt — The Boy Knows the Truth

10. Khéng cé gi la ngau nhién — There Are No Coinciddences
11. Khéng danh cho 1é Sabbath — Not for the Sabbath

12. Tin dung an toan — The Safe Deposit
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13. Phdn do Israel — The Betrayer of Israel

14. Tanbum — Tanbum

15. Ban thao — The Manuscript

16. Sirc manh bong téi — The Power of Darkness
17. Chuyén Bus — The Bus



V1. Gimpel the Fool
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Nha xuét ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux
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1. Gimpel thang ngéc — Gimpel the Fool

2. Quy ong tir Cracow — The Gentleman from Cracow

3. Ké giét v — The Wife Killer

4. Bén énh sang nhimg ngen nén ki niém — By the Light of Memmorial Candles
5. Chiéc gwong — The Mirror

6. Nhieng tho giay bé bong — The Little Shoemakers

7. Niém vui — Joy

8. Tur nhdt ki cua dwa tré khong chao doi — From the Diary of One not Born
9. Ong gia — The Old Man

10. Lwa — Fire

11. Nguoi vé hinh — The Unseen



VI1I. A Crown of Feathers

Nam xuat ban: 1984

Nha xuét ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux
S6 truyén: 24

S6 trang: 319

ACROWN | -

. Vwong mién muong thu — A Crown of Feathers

. Mot ngay o dao Corney — A Day in Corney Island
. Tt nhan — The Captive

. Bdo tuyét — The Blizzard

. Gia tai — Property

. Lantuch — The Lantuch

. Thang con tr M7 — The Son from America

. Chiéc vali — The Briefcase
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. Hoc gia Cabala cua East Broadway — The Cabalist of East Broadway
10. Ao chodng ciia Pirc gidm muc — The Bishop’s Robe

11. Mét trich dan tir Klopstock — A Quotation from Klopstock
12. Tap chi — The Magazine

13. Thdt lac — Lost

14. Piéu ki diéu — The Prodigy

15. Nguroi thir ba — The Third One

16. An si— The Recluse

17. Piéu nhay va budéc nhay — A Dance and a Hop

18. Thang con — The Son

19. Nguoi theo thuyét vi ki — The Egotist

20. Rau — The Beard



21. Diéu vii — The Dance

22. Trén xe bo — On a Wagon

23. Nhitng nguwoi hang xom — Neighbors

24. Ong va chau — Grandfather and Grandson

VIII. The Spinoza of Market Street
WINNER
OF THE
NOBEL
PRIZE FOR
U’I’ERATURE

SINGER SNCER IS The Nam xuat ban: 1984
CONTEMPO-

WRiTER Nha xuét ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux

S6 truyén: 11
S6 trang: 256
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1. Spinoza pho Chg — The Spinoza of Market Street

2. Lé cudi Pen — The Black Wedding

3. Chuyén cua hai ke noi khodc — A Tale of Two Liars

4. Béng cua chiéc ciii — The Shadow of a Crib

5. Shiddah va Kuziba — Shiddah and Kuziba

6. Buc biém hea — Caricature

7. Nguwoi hanh khat da néi nhw thé — The Beggar Said So
8. Nguoi dan dng tré vé — The Man Who Came Back

9. Loi khuyén — A Piece of Advice

10. O nha té ban — In the Poorhouse

11. Su diét vong cua Kreshev — The Destruction of Kreshev
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1. Loi khuyén — Advice

2. Mot ngay vui — A Day of Happiness

3. Toc vang hoe — The Blond

4. Bai phong van — The Interview

5. Li hon — The Divorce

6. Manh nhw cdi chét la tinh yéu — Strong as Death Is Love
7. Vi sao Heisheric ra doi — \Why Heisherik Was Born

8. Ké thu — The Enemy

9. Nhaitng vét tich — Remnants

10. Trén dwong téi nha té ban — On the Way to the Poorhouse
11. Loshikl — Loshikl

12. Tui nho — The Pocket Remembered

13. B/ mat — The Secret

14. Té triing cho thién dwong — A Nest Egg for Paradise
15. Hgi ngh; — The Conference

16. Phép mau — Miracles

17. Ngueoi thua kién — The Litigants

18. Cugc dién thoai vao 1é Yom Kippur — A Telephone Call on Yom Kippur
19. Nhizng nguoi lg — Strangers

20. L4i lam — The Mistake

21. Lon xgn — Confused

22. Thdn twong — The Image



X. The Death of Methuselah and Other Stories
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1. Ngwoi Do Thdi tir Baybylon — The Jew from Babylon
2. An nho ¢ ddu — The House Friend

3. An tdng ¢ bién — Burial at Sea

4. An si— The Recluse

5. Cai trang — Disguised

6. Nguyén cdo va bi cao — The Accuser and the Accused
7. Cam bdy — The Trap

8. Ké buon lgu — The Smuggler

9. L6 hong trén cong — A Peephole in the Gate

10. Su thdt cay diang — The Bitter Truth

11. Ong bdu — The Impresario

12. Logarit — Logarithms

13. Qua tang — Gifts

14. Khéng chén nwong than — Runner to Nowhere

15. Dong ké khuyét — The Missing Line

16. Khach san — The Hotel

17. Hoa mdt — Dazzled

18. Lé Sabbath ¢ Gehenna — Sabbath in Gehenna

19. Cdi nhin cuéi — The Last Gaze

20. Cdi chét ciia Methuselah — The Death of Methuselah



XI. The Collected Stories Isaac Bashevis Singer
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STOROES e e

Nha xuit ban: Farrar, Straus, Giroux
S6 truyén: 47
S6 trang: 610
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SINGIEIR

1. Gimpel thang ngoc — Gimpel the Fool

2. Quy ong tir Cracow — The Gentleman from Cracow

3. Niém vui — Joy

4. Nhitng tho giay bé bong — The Little Shoemakers

5. Nguoi vé hinh — The Unseen

6. Spinoza pho Cho — The Spinpza of Market Street

7. Su diét vong cua Kreshev — The Destruction of Kreshev
8. Taibele va con quy cia cé — Taibele and Her Demon
9. Co6 doc — Alone

10. Yentl nam sinh truong dong — Yentl the Yeshivaboy
11. Gido hoang Zeidlus — Zeidlus the Pope

12. Con quy cudi ciing — The Last Demon

13. Thir Sdu ngdn ngiii — Short Friday

14. Goi hon — The Séance

15. Dé té — The Slaughterer

16. Vong hon nguoi choi dan vi cam — The Dead Fiddler
17. Henne lira — Henne Fire

18. Ngwoi viét thu — The Letter Writer

19. Ngwoi ban cua Kafka — A Friend of Kafka

20. Quan an ty phuc vu — The Cafeteria
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32
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38,
39,
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
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. Tro dua — The Joke

. Strc manh — Powers

. Co cdi gi o do — Something Is There

. Vuwong mién muong thu — A Crown of feathers

. Mot ngay ¢ dao Corney — A Day in Corney Island

. Hoc gia Cabala cua East Broadway — The Cabalist of East Broadway
. Mot trich dan tir Klopstock — A Quotation from Klopstock

. Biéu nhay va budc nhay — A Dance and a Hop
. Ong va chau — Grandfather and Grandson

. Tinh gia — Old Love

. Keé si tinh — The Admirer

. Bo cdi khat khao — The Yearning Heifer

. Chuyén chi em — A Tale of Sisters

. Ba lan gdp g& — Three Encounters

. Dam mé — Passions

. Anh ban bo canh cirng — Brother Beetle

Phdn dé Israel — The Betrayer of Israel

Hanh trinh tam linh — The Psychic Journey
Ban thao — The Manuscript

Sitc manh béng toi — The Power of Darkness
Chuyén bus — The Bus

Mot dém & nha té ban — A Night in The Poorhouse
Chay tron van minh — Escape from Civilization
Vanvildkava — Vanvildkava

Gap lai — The Reencounter

Nhitng nguoi hang xom — Neighbors

Trang va dién — Moon and Madness
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NIEN BIEU ISAAC BASHEVIS SINGER
- Grace Farrell -

1904

Isaac Bashevis Singer sinh tai Leoncin thugc Warsaw, Ba Lan, ngay
21 thang 10 (ho chiéu thuong ghi & United States, c6 thé nham Ian
thanh 14 thang 9 nim 1904 13 ngay sinh, mot nham Idn ma Singer
ching bao gi¢ coi 13 quan trong dé chinh li); ngudi con thi ba con
séng sot cua Bathsheba Zylberman, con gai gido si Bilgoray & tinh
Lublin, va Pinchas Mendel Singer, gido si Do Thai tir Tomaszow. Chi
gai ong Hinde Esther sinh nam 1891, anh trai Israel Joshua sinh nam
1893, va em trai Moishe sinh nam 1906.

1907 - 14

Nam 1907, gia dinh chuyén t6i Radzymin va sau d6, nim 1908,
chuyén toi Warsaw, noi cha 6ng 1a gido si ctia Krochmalna Street,
diéu nay duoc Singer ghi lai trong hoéi ki In My Father’s Court.
Singer theo hoc & “cheder” dia phuong, truong tiéu hoc tén gido
danh cho tré em Do Thai.

1914 - 17

Viéc hoc cua Singer tiép tuc ¢ nha hoc dudi su day bao cua cha.
Hinde Esther két hon voi Abram Kreitman va chuyén ti Antwerp.
Khi chién tranh nd ra, Israel Joshua 4n nau dé trén linh; Isaac t6i
tham anh trai & mot studio danh cho nghé¢ si va c6 nhitng trai
nghiém dau tién va siu sac vé mot thé gisi truong ciru. Nam 1915,
nguoi Puc chiém Warsaw va Singer trai qua nhiing nim thang

nghéeo doi cung cuc.

1917 - 23

Pé thoat khoi nhitng khd cuc cua mot thanh phd bi chiém déng,
Singer, cing voi Me va em trai 1a Moishe, roi Warsaw dé vé nha cua
me 6ng & Bilgoray. Singer nghién ctru Talmud va hoc tiéng Hebrew
hién dai, ngdn ngir ma sau nay 6ng day & nha riéng. Subt thoi ki
nay, ong dam minh trong vin héa dan gian Do Thai gido thon da,
sau nay s& tham vao tac pham cia 6ng. Mic du bi ngan cAm nhung
ong van nghién cau Cabala. Ciing thoi gian nay, ong theo dudi
nhitng nghién ctu thé tuc bao gom tiéng Puc, tiéng Ba Lan, va doc
Spinoza. Ong bat ddu sang tic vin chuong thé tuc va phat hanh
chung trén mot to bao tiéng Hebrew. Nam 1921, Singer diang ki vao

truong dong dao tao giao si Tachkemoni, nhung ndm sau quay vé




Bilgoray tiép tuc day tiéng Hebrew, truéc khi dén giap bd me va anh
em dang sdng gan Dzikow.

1923

Singer tro lai Warsaw khi nhan [oi @& nghi 1am mét cong viéc nhu nhan
vién doc va stra ban in thir cho to Literarishe bleter, tap chi noi anh trai
ong cong tac. Ong viét nhimg bai gidi thiéu va bat ddu mét loat nhiing
ban dich sang tiéng Yiddish gdm Pan and Victoria ciia Knut Hamsun,
All Quite on the Western Front cia Remarque, The Magic Moutain cua
Mann. Ong ciing dich cac tiéu thuyét tir nhidu bao Warsaw. Sudt thoi ki
ndy ong hay lui t6i Cau lac bo Nha van Warsaw va 6ng mat niém tin
vao gido 1i ton gido. Niém tin cua 6ng ¢ Chua, ngudi hoan toan vo hinh
va mai mai 1ang 18 dan dét ong tir thuyét bat kha tri t6i chu nghia than bi

ca nhan — tré thanh trong tam trong sang tac cua ong.

1924 — 25

Singer gap Runia hay Rachel, me cua lIsrael - dtra con duy nhat caa
ong. Ho chia tay nhau vao ndm 1935 khi 6ng di cu té1 Hoa Ki va ba
di cu sang Nga, nhitng nga duong chia ré cho thay nhitng khac biét

chinh tri ro rang cua ho.

1925 - 28

Nam 1925, Singer trinh lang tac pham dau tay viét bang tiéng
Yiddish bang mét truyén ngan, In Old Age (Oyf der elter), tac pham
doat giai Literarishe bleter, dugc xuat ban dudi but danh “Tse” va
vao nam 1935 duoc in lai trén The Jewish Daily Forward. Truyén
the hai caa ong duoc in, Candles (Nerot), ra mit nam 1925 trén Ha-
yom duéi bat danh Isaac Bashevis, mot bién thé tir tén cua me ong.
N6 vira thé hién 1ong yéu kinh me vira cho thay nd lyc phéan biét 6ng
v6i anh trai — nha vin ndi tiéng lac bay gio. Nhimg tac pham tiép theo
khac gdbm Women (Vayber) xuat ban cting nam trén Literarishe bleter;
Grandchildren (Eyniklekh) in trén Varshever shritn, 1926-7; Words or
Pictures (Verter oder bilder) in trén Literarishe bleter nam 1927; va In
the World of Chaos (Oyfn oylem-hatoye) in trén Di yidishe velt nim
1928. Two Corpses Dance in bang tiéng Yiddish nim 1943 va bang
tiéng Anh nam 1968 trong tuyén tap The Séance, mot trong vo sb
nhitng truyén Singer viét trong In the World of Chaos.

1929

B cua Singer mat & Dzikow; Israel con trai 6ng chao doi.

1932

Singer cung Aaron bién tip tap chi Globus, noi in mét sb truyén




ngan cua Singer, gom: The Old Man (A Zokn), sau d6 duoc dich va
in trong Gimpel the Fool and Other Stories (1959).

1933

Tap chi Globus dang tirng s6 tiéu thuyét dau tay cua Singer, Satan
in Goray. Israel Joshua, vo va con 6ng, Joseph, di cu t&i New York
noi 6ng lam viéc cho to Jewish Daily Forwad. Trudc khi roi
Warsaw, con trai ca cua 6ng mat do viém phdi.

1934

Singer ciing viét bai cho mét to bao Yiddish & Paris, Parizer haynt, va, qua
anh trai minh, bat dau ban truyén ngan cho to Jewish Daily Forward.

1935

Cau lac bo P. E. N. Warsaw cho ra mat tiéu thuyét Satan in Goray
dudi dang sach. Voi su giup do cia anh trai, Singer di cu t&i New
York, t6i ngay 1 thang 5, lam viéc nhu mot nha bao tuy do cho
Abraham Cahan tai t& Forward. Ong 13y bat danh I Warshawsky
(1939) va D. Segal (1943), va c6 mot muc déu dan véi tén goi “It’s
Worthwhile Knowing”. Pau nhitng nam 1940, ong chinh thirc duoc

huong luong.

1935-36

Messiah the Sinner (Der zindiker meshiekh) dugc dang ting so trén
to Forward, nhung khong dugc xem nhu mdt sy thanh cong.

1937

Singer gap Alma Haimann Wasserman tai khu nghi mat mua he &
Catskills. Ba da di cu tir Pirc vao nim ngoai. Ho két hon ngay 14
thang 1 nam 1940. Alma, mot phu nir gia gido, giap do nudi dudng
nhitng sang tac cua Singer bang cach 1am viéc nhiéu nim & Vi tri
ban giam gia trong nhirng ctra hang tap hoa New York. Ba cling lam

Viéc Vi tu cach la mot trong nhitng dich gia cua ong.

1939

Me va em trai ctia Singer bi truc xuét khoi Dzikow trén mot chiéc xe
ngua, nghe néi ho chét lanh hoic chét d6i trong mua dong do.

1939 — 43

O to Forward, Singer viét cac tiéu luan vé nhitng nguoi goéa bua,
nhitng linh hdn quai go va nhan vat chia r& — nhitng chu dé xuat hién
trong vin xudi hu cdu cia 6ng. Tur Love, the Eternal Riddle — The
Whims of its Victims toi People Who Like to Torture and People Who
Like to Suffer va We Also Dream While Awake — How. Ong viét cac
tiéu luan lién quan dén chién tranh, nhu The War is Really a Moral
Issue va Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco — What about these Countries our
Army is Liberating from the Nazis?.




1943

Singer tro thanh cong dan ctia Hoa Ki; Farlag Matones (New Y ork)
Xuat ban tiéu thuyét Satan in Goray and Other Tales bing tiéng
Yiddish. Ong bat dau sang tac truyén ngan tro lai, xuat ban Zaydlus
der ershter trén to Forward, sau nay dugc dich thanh Zeidlus the
Pope va tap hop trong Short Friday (1964) va Der roye veeyne-nire
sau dich thanh The Unseen va tap hop trong Gimpel the Fool (1957).

1944

10 thang 01, khi dang an tdi cung Isaac va Alma tai cira hang cta
ho, anh trai yéu quy va thay cua Singer, Israel Joshua, qua doi boi
mot con dau tim & tudi 51. Con trai ong Joseph Singer, sau nay trd
thanh dich gia thuong xuyén cho nhitng sang tac nguoi chi. The
Spinoza of Market Street duoc xuat ban bang tiéng Yiddish; sau d6
ra mit v4i nhan dé Esquire (1961) va ciing 1a tén truyén ngan cua
mot tuyén tap (1961).

1945

Short Friday (Der kurtser fraytik) ra mat bang tiéng Yiddish, sau d6
tré thanh tén mot truyén ngan trong mot tuyén tip nam 1964.
Gimpel the Fool (Gimpl tam), c6 & 14 truyén ngan ndi tiéng nhat cua
Singer, duoc xuat ban voi nhan dé Yidisher kemfer. Nhitng truyén
ngin khac duoc xuat ban trong nim nay bang tiéng Yiddish va sau
d6 tap hop trong nhitng ban dich tiéng Anh gom The Little
Shoemakers va The Wife-Killer.

1946 — 52

Niam 1946, tiéu thuyét The Family Moskat bit dau dang dai ki trong
3 ndm trén Forward. N¢ cling dugc doc dai ki trong chuyén muc
WEVD trén dai tiéng n6i New York véi tén goi “Forward Hour”.
Truéc khi cudn sach hoan thanh, Alfred A. Knopf mua ban quyén
ban dich The Family Mostkat. Nam 1950, cuén tiéu thuyét, dé ting
Israel Singer, duoc xuat ban bang tiéng Anh boi Knopf (Abraham
Gross, Nancy Gross, va Singer dich) va Morris S. Sklarsky bang
tiéng Yiddish. Truyén A Tale of Two Liars dugc in trén Forward
nam 1949, nim 1961 d6i thanh The Spinoza of Market Street. Nam
1952, The Manor bt dau dang ting s6 trén Forward. Chuan bi cho
hop tuyén vin hoc Yiddish, Eliezer Greenberg doc Gimpl tam cho
Irving Howe nghe. Saul Bellow dich truyén ngan nay va Howe giri
no téi Partisan Review.




1953

Sy xuat hién cia Gimpel the Fool vao thang 5 trén to Partisan
Review 1a mot phé binh dot pha ddi véi Singer. Suét nhitng nam 50
va sau do6, tic pham cua 6ng ra mét rong khap bang tiéng Anh, ¢
mét s6 tap chi nhu Partisan Review, Commentary, The New Yorker,
Harper’s va Esquire. Trong bai phong van nim 1967, Singer noi:
“T4i tu coi minh 1a ké v danh ddi voi doc gia Mi. Sau d6, nim
1953, Partisan Review xuat ban Gimpel the Fool, véi ban dich cua
Saul Bellow. Truyén ngan nay da dem lai cho toi danh tiéng ma toi
c6 cam giac la 1a tat ca cac sang tac van hoc ma nhiing ngudi & Mi
doc mot to bao cua Partisan Review. Tt do, cac nha van va cac bién
tap vién bit dau goi cho t6i va himg tha voi t6i” (theo Dick Adler.
The Magician of 86™ Street.” Book World [29 thang 10 nim 1976]).

1954

Gimpel the fool duogc in lai trong A Treasury of Yiddish Literature,
duogc bién tap boi Irving Howe va Eliezer Greenberg (Viking Press).
Hinde Esther Kreitman, chi gai Singer, nguoi cling tré thanh mot

nha van, qua doi.

1955

Noonday Press xuat ban tiéu thuyét Satan in Goray, dugc dich boi
Joseph Sloan véi sy cong tac cua Singer, Cecil Hemley va Elaine
Gottlieb Hemley.

1956

Mayn tatn’s bes-din shtub (Nguyén ngtt Yiddish cua In My Father’s
Court) dugc nha xuat ban Kval phét hanh.

1957

Shadows by the Hudson duoc ding tung sé trén Forward. Gimpel
the fool and Other Stories, tuyén tap truyén ngin dau tién cua
Singer bang tiéng Anh, duoc xuat ban bai Noonday. Ngoai trir The
Old Man duoc Globus xuat ban nam 1932, nhitng truyén duoc viét &
New York trong khoang thoi gian tir 1942 dén 1957. Nhiing phan
cua Mayn tatn’s bes-din shtub dugc chuyén thé sang kich tai
Folkbeine Theatre & Manhattan.

1958

A Ship to America duoc ding tirng s trén to Forward.

1959

The Magician of Lublin duoc ding tirng s6 trén Forward.

1960

Noonday cho ra mat ban tiéng Anh cua tiéu thuyét The Magician of
Lublin, Elaine va Joseph Singer dich cung véi sy cong tac cua

Singer. Ciing trong nam nay, Farrar, Straus, va Cudahy da mua toan




bo Noonday Press, va Farrar, Straus bit dau lién két dai lau véi
Singer. Ong doc & Brandeis University va thu hiit sy quan tim cua
cac nha phé binh, va Edmund Wilson.

1961

The Slave duoc diang tung sb trén Forward va The Spinoza of
Market Street, tuyén tap truyén ngin tha hai bang tiéng Anh cua
Singer, duoc FS&G xuat ban.

1962

The Slave, do Singer va Cecil Hemley dich, duoc 4n hanh boi
FS&C. Lan dau tién Singer dugc ghi danh Modern Language
Association Bibliography of schoolarly publications. Tiéu luan cua
J.A. Eisenberg, Isaac Bashevis Singer — Passionate Primitive or
Pious Puritan (Judaism) duoc trinh bay dudi tiéu dé tiéng Yiddish.
Pay ciing 1a nam Singer tranh xa ngudn thuc pham dong vat va tro

thanh nguoi an chay.

1963

Richard Hall phong theo Gimpel the Fool thanh mét vé kich mot
hoi duoc san xuat tai Mermaid Theater & New York City. T6 chiic
Trung tdm Vian héa Yiddish xuat ban Gimpel Tam un Anderer
Dertailunger.

1964

Short Friday and Other Stories dugc Farrar, Straus va Giroux cho ra
mét doc gia. Singer duoc bau vao Vién Vian hoc va Nghé thuat Quéc
gia va dugc Edmun Wilson dé ctr giai Nobel.

1965

FS&G tai ban The Family Moskat.

1966

Sonim, di geshichte fun a liebe, sau nay duoc dich thanh Enemies, a
Love Story (1972), duoc diang ting sb trén Forward. FS&G cho ra
mat tuyén tap hoi ki dau tién cua Singer, In My Father’s Court, dya
trén nhitng nam thang au tho, trudc day da duoc xuat ban bang tiéng
Yiddish vao ndam 1956 véi nhan d&é Mayn tatn’s bes-din shtub. Mot
xé ri dai truyén tranh danh cho thiéu nhi dau tién ciia 6ng duoc xuat
ban boi Harper va Row; Zlateh the Goat and Other Stories dugc
Singer va Elizabeth Shub dich va Maurice Sendak minh hoa. Tac
phdm nay di dem lai cho Singer giai Newbery. Irving Howe bién
tap va gidi thiéu Selected Short Stories of Isaac Bashevisng Singer
cho Thu vién Hién dai.




1967

The Manor, dugc dich cung véi sy cong tac cia Joseph Singer va
Elaine Gottieb, dwoc xuat ban boi FS&G va duge dé cir giai National
Book. Singer dugc nhan giai thuong caa Hoi dong Nghé thuat Quéc gia.
Véi su ra mat truyén ngan The Slaughter vao ngay 25 thang 11, Singer
bt diu cong tac 1au dai vai t& The New Yorker va su hop tic ctia éng &
d6 voi Rachel Mackenzie, ngudi bién tap nhimg tac pham cua éng. Hon
hai s6 danh cho thiéu nhi ra mét ban doc: The Fearsome Inn, Nonny
Hogrogian minh hoa, gianh giai Newbery, va Mazel and Shlimazel; hay
The Milk of a Lioness, Margot Zemach minh hoa, tac pham duoc dit tén
boi American Library Association Notable. Kho khan trong viéc phéan
loai Singer, mot cong dan Mi dén tir Ba Lan, sang tac bang tiéng Yiddish,
duoc phan anh trong Modern Language Association Bibliography of
scholarly publications: Isaac Bashevis Singer and the Revial of Satan cia
Irving H. Buchen (Texas Studies in Language and Literature) ghi
“Yiddish”, trong khi Isaac Bashevis Singer (Hibbert Journal) cua

Newman dugc tim thay dudi tiéu dé “American”.

1968

The Séance and Other Stories, twdng nhé ki niém cua Singer ddi V6i
chi gai Hinde Esther, duoc FS&G xuat ban song song véi tuyén tap
truyén thiéu nhi When Shlemiel Went to Warsaw and Other Stories,
Margot Zemach minh hoa.

1969

Shlemiel gianh giai Newbery va dugc ghi danh trong American
Library Association Notable. FS&G xuit ban The Estate (tiép ndi
tiéu thuyét The Manor), duoc dich véi su cong tic cta Joseph
Singer, Elaine Gottieb va Elizabeth Shub, ciing nhu cudn hoi ki viét
cho thiéu nhi cta 6ng, A Day of Pleasure: Stories of a Boy Growing
Up in Warsaw véi phan tranh cia Roman Vishniac.

1970

Singer gianh giai National Book cho cuon A Day of Pleasure. FS&G
cho ra mat doc gia A Friend of Kafka and Other Stories, va tap truyén
thiéu nhi Elijah the Slave, Antonio Frasconi, Joseph va Koza minh
hoa; hay, The Sacrifice to the Vistula, Symeon Shimin minh hoa. Cau
lac b6 Sach ctia Thang mua lai The Manor va The Estate. Thang 5, tai
bao tang Whitney, Singer dugc dé xuat nhan huy chwong Giai thuong
Sang tao Nghé thuat cua Dai hoc Brandeis nam 1970.




1971

Sé tay Isaac Bashevis Singer dugc 4n hanh bai FS&G. Alone in the
Wild Forest, Margot Zemach minh hoa, va The Topsy-Turvy
Emperor of China duoc phat hanh danh cho thiéu nhi. Hiép hoi
Xuat ban Do Thai cho ra mit doc gia cuén Drawings of Tully
Filmus ctia George A. Perret va Singer.

1972

Enemies, A Love Story duoc 4n ban boi FS&G va The Hasidim duoc
Crown xuat ban. Vi mot khoan tai tro tir Vién Phim Mi, Bruce
Davidson san xuat Isaac’s Nightmare and Mrs. Pupko’s Beard,
dugc cong chiéu trén man anh va gianh giai Nhat trong hang muc tai
Lién hoan Phim M1 1972. The Wicked City, Leonard Everett Fisher
minh hoa, duogc Xxuit ban danh cho thiéu nhi va duoc ghi tén
American Library Association Notable.

1973

A Crown of Feathers and Other Stories ra mat ban doc. Yale
Repertory Theater san xuat The Minnor chuyén thé tir truyén ngan
cung tén duoc in lan dau tai New World Writing (1955) va bao gom
Gimpel the Fool. Mot cudn sach khéac viét cho thiéu nhi ciing dugc
ra mat: The Fools of Chelm and Their History, dugc Uri Shulevitz
minh hoa.

1974

Singer gianh giai Nhi Giai thuong National Book véi truyén A
Crown of Feathers. Baal Tshuve (The Penitent) duoc ding ting sb
trén to Forward. Thang tu, Yale Repertory san xuat Shlemiel the
First, trén co s& cac phan cua The Fools of Chelm. Chelsea Theater
san xuat Yentl tai Brooklyn Academy of Music. Leah Napolin cong
tac v6i Singer viét ban thao. Why Noah Chose the Dove ra mit doc
gia nho tudi.

1975

Passions and Other Stories duoc an hanh. Thang 7, Singer nhan
bang danh du tir Pai hoc Hebrew & Jerusalem trong suét nhitng loi
ngoi ca cua Golden Jubilee. Thang 9, huy chuong Vang S.Y. Agnon
dugc dugc dé cur trao cho Singer béi Nhiing ngudi ban Mi cua Dai
hoc Hebrew. Va vao thang 10, Yentl duoc cong chiéu & Broadway,
tai Eugene O’Neill Theater, Tovah Feldshuh thu vai Yentl va John
Shea thu vai Avigdor. Sau d6, cling trong nam nay, Singer nhan

Giai thuong Maggdid tir American Jewish Public Relations Society.




1976

FS&G xuat ban Naftali the Storyteller and His Horse, Sus, Margot
Zemach minh hoa, dugc ghi tén trong American Library Association
Notable. Doubleday co ra mat Alittle Boy in Search of God:
Mysticism in a Personal Light v&i sy minh hoa cia Moskowitz.

1978

Vao mua xuan, Teibele and Her Demon duoc dan dung véi su cong
tac cua Eve Friedman, chiéu ¢ Minneapolis, tai Guthrie Theater.
FS&G xuat ban Shosha. Ban phim cua tiéu thuyét The Magician of
Lublin duoc Menahem Golan va Yoram Globus san xuat, véi su tham
gia cua cac dién vién Alan Arkin, Louise Fletcher, Valerie Perrine va
Shelley Winters. Hoi ki s thir 2 cua Singer, A Young Man in Search
of Love, do Raphael Soyer minh hoa va duoc Doubleday xuat ban. Va

vao mua thu, Singer gianh giai Nobel Van hoc.

1979

FS&G phat hanh Nobel Lecture cua Singer bang hai thir tiéng, ciing
nhu mot tuyén tap truyén ngan, Old Love duoc lay tir tén mot truyén
trong tap Passions.

1980

FS&G xuat ban The Power of Light: Eight Stories for Hannukhah,
Irene Lieblich minh hoa va The Reaches of Heaven, nghién ctru cta
Baal Shem Tov, dwgc minh hoa véi 24 ban khic goc cua Ira
Moskowitz.

1981

Lost in American, hoi ki sb thir 3 caa Singer, dwgc minh hoa tranh,
anh boi Raphael Soyer tai Doubleday.

1982

The Collected Stories dugc FS&G xuat ban va dugce ban nhu Tuyén
tap dic sac cua Cau lac bo Sach cua Thang. Three Complete Novels,
tuyén tap diy du cua The Slave, Enemies, A Love Story, va Shosha
duoc 4n hanh boi Avenel Books.

1983

Barbra Streisand san xuat, dao dién va tham gia dién trong bo phim
Yentl, dya trén truyén ngan Yentl the Yeshiva Boy, tir tuyén tap Short
Friday. Truyén ngan trude do da duoc Singer sira lai cho phu hop
véi san khau vai su cong tac cua Leah Napolin, va da dugc cong
dién nam 1975. FS&G cho ra mit The Pentitent, ban dich cubn Baal
Tshuve.




A Play for the Devil Quy duoc biéu dién ¢ Broadway. Love and
Exile, tuyén tap hoi ki cua Singer, gom A Little Boy in Search of
God, A Young Man in Search of Love, va Lost in America, dugc
Doubleday xuit ban cung 10i giéi thiéu méi, The Beginning. Truyén
1984 | viét cho thiéu nhi xuat ban trudc d6 duoc tap hop va an hanh boi
FS&G c6 nhan dé Stories for Children. V& kich phong theo Taibele
and Her Demon dugc 4n hanh cung Eve Friedman bai Samuel
Fench, Inc. FS&G cho ra mit ban in Yentl the Yeshiva Boy véi tranh
khic gb caa Antonio Frasconi.

The Image and Other Stories, dich chung v&i Lester Goran, dugc
1985 FS&G xuat ban. Der ver aheim (The Way Home) dugc dang tirng s6
trén to Forward.

Tuyén tap truyén ngan cudi cung cta Singer, The Death of
1988 Methuselah and Other Stories, va tiéu thuyét The King of the Fields
(ban dich tir Der Kenig vun di felder) duoc FS&G an hanh.

Hoc vién Hoa Ki va Vién Van hoc va Nghé thuat tang giai thuong
cao nhat cho Singer, giai Gold Medal. Ban phim Enemies, A Love
1989 Story duoc Paul Mazursky san xuat va chi dao, cing cac ngdi sao
Ron Silver, Angelica Houston, Lena Olin. Stcc khée cia Singer ngay
mot suy giam.

FS&G xuat ban tiéu thuyét cudi cing cua Singer, Scum, ban dich
1991 Dukalsky cua Rosaline. Singer qua doi ngay 24 thang 7 tai Surfside,
Florida.

(Vi Minh Buc dich tir “Chronology” in trong Isaac Bashevis Singer Conversations,
University Press of Mississippi).




